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1999
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OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 8, 1999

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I have intro-
duced legislation, H.R. 854, the Low-Income 
Medicare Beneficiary Assistance Act of 1999, 
to help more seniors enroll in Federal pro-
grams that pay out-of-pocket Medicare costs 
for low-income seniors. 

Medicare has been one of the most suc-
cessful Government programs in our Nation’s 
history, helping to improve health care and re-
duce poverty among senior citizens since it 
was created in 1965. However, even with 
Medicare, America’s senior citizens continue 
to pay thousands of dollars in health care ex-
penses out of their own pockets each year. 
These expenses include the $45.50 monthly 
premium for doctor’s visits, as well as doctor 
and hospital costs that Medicare does not 
cover. Many seniors on fixed incomes simply 
cannot afford these expenses. 

In order to protect these senior citizens, the 
Federal Government and the States have es-
tablished several programs under Medicaid 
that pay out-of-pocket costs for low-income 
seniors. These two programs, the Qualified 
Medicare Beneficiary program pays Medicare 
premiums, deductibles, and coinsurance for 
hospital stays and doctor visits. This program 
pays the current Medicare premium of $45.40 
per month, the 20 percent share of doctors’ 
bills that Medicare does not pay, and the initial 
$768 deductible for hospital stays. This pro-
gram is available to individuals and couples 
with annual incomes up to $8,292 and 
$11,100 respectively (100 percent of the Fed-
eral poverty line). The second program, the 
Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary 
program pays the monthly $45.50 Medicare 
premiums for doctor visits. This program is 
available for individuals with annual incomes 
between $8,293 and $11,111 and couples with 
annual incomes between $11,101 and 
$14,892 (135 percent of the Federal poverty 
line). 

A recent Families, USA report found that 
between three and four million eligible seniors 
are not enrolled in these programs. This rep-
resents almost 40 percent of those eligible 
who are not receiving the help they need. It is 
unconscionable that so many seniors, often 
widows with limited means, are not receiving 
this vital assistance to which they are legally 
entitled. Clearly, we must do a better job of 
reaching out to seniors and making it easier 
for them to apply for this assistance. 

My legislation includes two initiatives to help 
eligible seniors enroll in these programs. First, 
my legislation directs the Social Security Ad-
ministration to automatically enroll seniors in 

these programs based on the income informa-
tion available to Social Security. Under this 
60-day period of presumptive eligibility, sen-
iors will receive these benefits while the State 
agencies make a final determination of eligi-
bility. My legislation would also require State 
agencies to provide the Social Security Admin-
istration with the necessary administration 
forms to properly enroll these senior citizens. 
Second, my legislation would double the cur-
rent outreach budget of the Social Security 
Administration from $6 million to $12 million. 
With more funding, it is hoped that the Social 
Security Administration will find innovative 
methods to contact low-income senior citizens. 

My legislation would also ease the adminis-
trative burden that States face to enroll these 
eligible senior citizens. Under current law, eli-
gible senior citizens must contact their local 
State agencies in various locations and fill out 
the necessary paperwork. I believe that the 
Social Security Administration, a Federal 
agency, is well-suited to contact these individ-
uals and couples through their network of So-
cial Security offices throughout the Nation. In 
addition, this legislation would ensure that 
Federal officials are working cooperatively with 
state officials to increase enrollment in this 
critical program. 

I believe that my legislation will fulfill a sim-
ple goal: helping low-income senior citizens af-
ford and obtain the health care they need. I 
urge my colleagues to support this vital legis-
lation and work for its passage this year. 
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CONGRATULATING BRUCE OBBINK, 
AGRICULTURALIST OF THE YEAR 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 8, 1999

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Bruch Obbink, recipient 
of the Fresno Chamber of Commerce 
Agriculturalist of the Year award for 1998. Mr. 
Obbink has been an active member of the ag-
ricultural community for many years. 

Bruce Obbink has served on the California 
Table Grape Commission since 1968, most re-
cently as its president. The Commission is the 
promotional branch of California’s fresh grape 
industry and represents 100 percent of the 
state’s 700 table grape farmers. As president, 
Bruce is responsible for a budget that exceeds 
$13 million and for oversight of the Commis-
sion’s key programs including advertising, 
communications, community service, inter-
national marketing, merchandising, and re-
search. He has traveled extensively in the 
Asian, European, and South American mar-
kets successfully promoting the California 
fresh grape industry. 

Mr. Obbink lives in Fresno, California, and 
was raised in the Midwest. He is a graduate 

of Missouri State University and was a naval 
aviator from 1956 to 1962. He was director of 
education for the Council of California Grow-
ers and the Agriculture Education Foundation 
from 1962 to 1968. Bruch Obbink has gener-
ously served a number of Ag organizations. 
He is a member of the National Project to De-
velop a Strategic Plan for Changing the Amer-
ican Diet, has been appointed by Governor 
Wilson to serve on the Exotic Pest Eradication 
Task Force, is past president of the Cal-Ag 
Committee on International Trade, past chair-
man of the board of the Produce Marketing 
Association, past president of the Produce for 
Better Health Foundation, and has participated 
in several Harvard Business School education 
programs. 

Bruce Obbink has been consistently recog-
nized and honored for his service to the agri-
cultural community. He was named Produce 
Marketer of the year by The Packer, a national 
produce industry publication, selected by Pub-
lic Relations Quarterly as one of the 100 out-
standing public relations executives in the 
United States, and received the Produce for 
Better Health Foundation’s first-ever Out-
standing Contributor Recognition Award. He 
was presented with the California Grape & 
Tree Fruit League’s Mentor’s Award for his 
service to the grape industry, and named the 
American Society for Enology and Viticulture’s 
1998 Merit Award recipient for recognition of 
his many contributions to the industry through 
his role with the California Table Grape Com-
mission. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Bruce Obbink, the Fresno Chamber of Com-
merce Agriculturalist of the Year. The Cali-
fornia Agriculture industry has been well 
served by Mr. Obbink’s tireless dedication. I 
invite all of my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing Bruce Obbink many years of continued 
success. 
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TRIBUTE TO REV. DR. EUGENE B. 
GREEN 

HON. DAVID D. PHELPS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 8, 1999

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Rev. Dr. Eugene B. Green, who 
passed away Feb. 26, 1999 in Decatur, IL. Dr. 
Green was a tireless advocate of community 
and youth projects in Decatur. He was born on 
Aug. 8, 1925 in Chicago, and married Dorothy 
L. Coleman-White on Christmas Eve in 1964, 
and he and his wife had two sons, Steven and 
Edward. He also served his country in the 
United States Army from 1954 until he re-
ceived his honorable discharge in 1957. 

Dr. Green’s awards and commendations are 
too numerous to list, but we counted among 
his greatest accomplishments an invitation to 
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