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not be underestimated and cannot be
ignored.

Class size should be at the forefront
of the education agenda because there
is a great national purpose in helping
local schools reduce class size for chil-
dren in the earliest grades. I would like
to state Mr. President my strong belief
that education should remain solidly a
state and local function. However, I be-
lieve the federal government can have
a constructive role supporting local ef-
forts. Kennedy/Murray class size pro-
posal is a perfect example.

Finally, Mr. President, I urge my col-
leagues to reach across the aisle to en-
sure that education is a top priority in
the 160th Congress. I look forward to
working in a bipartisan manner to
reach consensus on these important
issues to ensure that our children re-
ceive the highest quality education
possible.

—————

REPORT OF THE 1998 TRADE POL-
ICY AGENDA AND 1997 ANNUAL
REPORT ON THE TRADE AGREE-
MENTS PROGRAM—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT—PM 13

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 163 of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19
U.S.C. 2213), I transmit herewith the
1999 Trade Policy Agenda and the 1998
Annual Report on the Trade Agree-
ments Program. This report includes
the Annual Report on the World Trade
Organization, as required by section 124
of the Uruguay Round Agreements Act
(19 U.S.C. 3534).

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, March 9, 1999.

———

REPORT OF THE NATIONAL EN-
DOWMENT FOR THE ARTS FOR
CALENDAR YEAR 1996—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT—PM 14

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

To the Congress of the United States:

It is my pleasure to transmit here-
with the Annual Report of the National
Endowment for the Arts for Fiscal
Year 1997.

The Arts Endowment awards more
than one thousand grants each year to
nonprofit arts organizations for
projects that bring the arts to millions
of Americans. Once again, this year’s
grants reflect the diversity of our Na-
tion’s culture and the creativity of our
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artists. Whether seeing a classic theat-
rical production in Connecticut or an
art exhibition in Arizona, whether lis-
tening to a symphony in Iowa or par-
ticipating in a fine arts training pro-
gram for inner-city students in Lou-
isiana, Americans who benefit from
Arts Endowment grants have experi-
enced the power and joy of the arts in
their lives.

Arts Endowment grants in 1997 sup-
ported:

—projects in theater, dance, music,
visual arts, and the other artistic
disciplines, demonstrating that our
diversity is an asset—and helping
us to interpret the past, understand
each other in the present, and envi-
sion the future;

—folk and traditional arts programs,
which strengthen and showcase our
rich cultural heritage; and

—arts education, which helps im-
prove our children’s skills and en-
hances their lives with the richness
of the arts.

The arts challenge our imaginations,
nourish our spirits, and help to sustain
our democracy. We are a Nation of cre-
ators and innovators. As this report il-
lustrates, the NEA continues to cele-
brate America’s artistic achievements
and makes the arts more accessible to
the American people.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, March 9, 1999.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill and joint resolu-
tion were read the second time and
placed on the calendar:

S. 564. A Dbill to reduce class size, and for
other purposes.

S.J. Res. 13. Joint resolution proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the
United States to protect Social Security.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-2103. A communication from the Attor-
ney of the Research and Special Programs
Administration, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Hazardous Materials:
Authorization for Continued Manufacture of
Certain MC-331 Cargo Tanks with Specified
Shortages” (RIN2137-AD31) received on
March 1, 1999; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2104. A communication from the Acting
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Pollock by Vessels Catching Pol-
lock for Processing by the Inshore Compo-
nent in the Bering Sea Subarea’ (I.D.
022699B) received on March 2, 1999; to the
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Committee on Commerce,
Transportation.

EC-2105. A communication from the Acting
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Species in the Rock Sole/Flat-
head Sole/‘Other Flatfish’ Fishery Category
by Vessels Using Trawl Gear in Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Management Area’
(I.D. 022699C) received on March 2, 1999; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-2106. A communication from the Acting
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the Central
Aleutian District and Bering Sea Subarea of
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands’ (I.D.
022699A) received on March 2, 1999; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-2107. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘“Federal Motor Vehi-
cle Safety Standards; Light Vehicle Brake
Systems’ (RIN2127-AHb55) received on Feb-
ruary 26, 1999; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2108. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Revision of Class E
Airspace; Burnet, TX” (Docket 98-ASW-48)
received on February 26, 1999; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-2109. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Revision of Class E
Airspace; Austin, TX (Docket 98-ASW-49)
received on February 26, 1999; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-2110. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Revision of Class E
Airspace; San Angelo, TX” (Docket 98-ASW-
52) received on February 26, 1999; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-2111. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of
Class E Airspace; Austin, Horseshoe Bay, TX
and Revocation of Class E Airspace, Marble
Falls, TX” (Docket 98-ASW-51) received on
February 26, 1999; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2112. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Revision of Class E
Airspace; Taylor, TX’ (Docket 98-ASW-50)
received on February 26, 1999; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-2113. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Revision of Class E
Airspace; Roswell, NM” (Docket 98-ASW-53)
received on February 26, 1999; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

Science, and
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