March 9, 1999

| am submitting for the record a letter from
Paul Weyrich, National Chairman of the Coali-
tion for Americans, supporting our efforts to
unlock the Aviation Trust Fund and make
much-needed investment in our airports and
air traffic control system.

Let it not be under our watch that the na-
tion’s aviation system falls into such disrepair
that Americans are imperiled when they take
to the skies. | urge my conservative col-
leagues to support protecting the Aviation
Trust Fund by cosponsoring H.R. 111, the
“Truth in Budgeting Act,” and supporting a
Budget Resolution that reflects this critical pri-
ority.

COALITIONS FOR AMERICA,
Washington, DC, March 8, 1999.
Hon. BUD SHUSTER,
Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SHUSTER: I am writing to
congratulate you for introducing AIR-21, a
bill to ensure adequate funding for the na-
tional air transportation system. Your pro-
posal to require that federal aviation user
taxes be used for their intended purposes—
particularly development of airports and the
air traffic system—is commendable. The
needs of the aviation system are so massive
that all available funds must be spent. The
health of our economy depends to a very sig-
nificant extent on a vibrant air
transporation system.

I also applaud your inclusion in AIR-21 of
a provision to lift the federally imposed re-
striction on the local airport funding option
known as the passenger facility charge
(PFC). As I stated in my letter of February
8, whenever there is an opportunity for the
federal government to provide more auton-
omy to local governments, it should do so.
Your bill does that. While it would be pref-
erable to remove the PFC cap entirely, eas-
ing the federal restriction on local govern-
ment funding prerogatives by doubling the
amount of funds that airports can raise
through this means is a constructive step. I
urge you to continue to pursue the goal of
eliminating the federal cap on PFC’s, but in
the meantime, I support the provision in
your bill. I urge your colleagues in the House
and Senate to support it as well.

It is also critical to ensure that airports
have the ability to spend the PFC to meet
the needs that exist at their particular fa-
cilities. For some airports, the needs are
greatest on the airside—runways, taxiways,
and aprons. At other airports, gates and re-
lated facilities throughout the terminal are
needed to expand capacity or enhance com-
petition. At still other airports, groundside
access is the biggest problem. Given that
PFCs are collected from the passenger, any
project that makes the passenger’s trip to or
through the airport more efficient and less
susceptible to congestion and delays—wheth-
er airside, in the terminal, or groundside—
should be allowed.

I know that you are particularly concerned
about protecting the interests of passengers.
Ensuring that airports have the flexibility to
use PFCs to fund projects that ease the bur-
dens encountered by the traveling public any
where at the airport will certainly be in the
passengers’ interest.

Again, I applaud your commitment to pro-
mote the development of the national air
transportation system, for the benefit of our
national and regional economies and the pas-
sengers and shippers who use the system.

Sincerely,
PAUL M. WEYRICH,
National Chairman.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
SUNRAYCE 99

HON. MATT SALMON

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 1999

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
sponsor the House version of the resolution
that will permit the organizers of Sunrayce 99
to sponsor a public event, with solar-powered
cars, on the Capitol Grounds on June 20,
1999, or on such other dates as the speaker
of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration of the
Senate may jointly designate, to conduct
opening ceremonies for Sunrayce 99. Senator
ALLARD has introduced the Senate version (S.
Con. Res. 13).

As the Chairman and co-founder of the
House Renewable Energy Caucus | appre-
ciate the innovation necessary to identify and
utilize alternative forms of energy. As we
move into the 20th Century, one of the critical
environmental challenges facing us is the
need to discover the possibilities of sustain-
able energy development, so that our children,
and their families will be able to enjoy the
clean air and environment that is so important
to the health of our nation.

From June 20 to 29, 1999, the world will
watch as up to 40 teams participate in
Sunrayce 99 and demonstrate good-spirited
competition and innovation at its best. The
teams will race through five states, from the
start in Washington, DC, to the finish at Epcot
at Walt Disney World Resort near Orlando, FL
in the nation’s premier solar powered vehicle
event.

Sunrayce 99 showcases the imagination, in-
genuity and teamwork of graduate and under-
graduate teams from North America in the de-
velopment of highly efficient vehicles powered
solely by a viable, renewable and sustainable
energy source—the sun. | am proud to note
that the University of Arizona has registered a
team. General Motors, Electronic Data Sys-
tems along with the U.S. Department of En-
ergy are the sponsors of this biennial inter-
collegiate competition.

The top three finishing teams will receive
trophies and cash awards. Scholarship
achievement awards will also be granted for
technical innovation, engineering excellence,
artistic talents, teamwork and good sportsman-
ship.

Sunrayce 99 not only demonstrates the pos-
sibilities of sustainable energy development,
but also the importance of public/private part-
nerships. This approach will allow companies
to work hand in hand with government in suc-
cessfully tackling the environmental challenges
ahead. | applaud the participants of Sunrayce
99—sponsors, applicants, universities, and ad-
ministrators—for making innovation a reality.

THE ST. PATRICK’'S DAY PARADE
HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 1999

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
invite my colleagues to pay tribute to the
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Queens County St. Patrick's Day Parade &
Cultural Committee’s 24th Annual St. Patrick’s
Day Parade, the second largest St. Patrick’s
Day Parade in New York State.

This parade is not only a festive happening,
it is a chance for all of us in New York City
to celebrate and pay tribute to Irish culture.

This year's honorees represent the best of
what our City’s political, educational and reli-
gious leaders have to offer.

Grand Marshal Geraldine D. Chapey is a
member of the New York State Board of Re-
gents and is the past President of Community
School Board 27. Fellow Grand Marshal Chief
Bernard (Buddy) Sullivan is the founder of the
“New York Sanitation, Emerald Society, Pipe
and Drum Band” and an active member of the
New York City Department of Sanitation Emer-
ald Society.

Honorary Grand Marshal Monsignor Martin
T. Geraghty has served as the pastor of St.
Francis de Sales parish since 1988. Fellow
Honorary Grand Marshal Janet Timlin Fash is
the president of the Rockaway Action Com-
mittee and works as a media teacher for Com-
munity School District 27.

The Parade’s seven Deputy Grand Mar-
shals, Harold Rochelle, J.P. Farrell, Frances
Sheehan, William W. Whelan, Margaret Clarke
Keating, Ann Barbera and Senator A. Waldon,
Jr. have each devoted themselves to making
the Rockaways a better place to live by help-
ing their friends and neighbors regardless of
the circumstances.

Parade Founder and Chairman James
Conway Sullivan and Vice Chairman Michael
A. Benn have consistently been recognized for
their efforts at bringing together New York’s
Irish-American community. Through their dedi-
cated efforts, they have helped to improve my
constituents quality of life.

Each of today’s honorees have long been
known as innovators and beacons of good will
to all those they come into contact with. In
recognition of their many accomplishments on
behalf of my constituents, | offer my congratu-
lations on their being honored by Queens
County St. Patrick's Day Parade & Cultural
Committee.

WTOP RADIO’S 30 YEARS OF NEWS
HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 1999

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today
marks the 30th anniversary for WTOP Radio
as an all-news station in Washington.

Since 1969, WTOP has been a prime
source of information on major news events.
From Watergate to the House impeachment
and Senate trial of President Clinton, WTOP
has led the way in providing up-to-the-minute
news to area residents.

From the turmoil of the late Vietham era
through the continuing disruption in the Middle
East, WTOP has presented comprehensive,
accurate, and timely news coverage.

Traffic, weather, and sports are part of the
news cycle as well, and all are featured in
WTOP’s extensive reporting.

Congressional activity is a major source of
news on WTOP, and Congressional Cor-
respondent Dave McConnell is a well-known
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