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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Lavatus V. “Vate” Powell, a
friend and community leader, who passed
away on February 17, 1999.

Vate was known for his integrity, straight-
forwardness, and positive outlook on life. His
life was centered around service to others.

Vate was born in Mississippi and graduated
from Jackson State University in 1955. He
earned his master of science degree in 1964
from Case Western Reserve University. He
was a Cincinnati Public Schools teacher from
1955 to 1965.

He began his career with Procter & Gamble
in 1965 as a systems analyst in the Data
Processing Systems Department. He went on
to hold positions in personnel, urban affairs,
and public relations, before becoming public
affairs manager. He went on to become vice
president of Procter & Gamble’s Ohio Govern-
ment Relations Division, where he served until
his retirement in 1997.

Vate was an extraordinary community volun-
teer. He served as president of the Andrew
Jergens Foundation; chairman of Preserving
Affordable Housing; chairman of the Purcell-
Marian High School Foundation and a mem-
ber of the Purcell-Marian board of trustees;
trustee of the Cincinnati Museum Center;
member of the Partners of Children’s Defense
Fund, and a director of the Ohio Chamber of
Commerce. He served as co-founder and
treasurer of the Black Male Coalition; Capitol
Revival Task Force; chairman of the Cincinnati
United Way Government Affairs Committee;
and president of the Board of Trustees of
Family Service of the Cincinnati area. He was
an elder at Carmel Presbyterian Church.

In 1997, he received an Imagemaker Award
from Applause magazine for his efforts to pro-
mote education. That same year, he was hon-
ored by the African American Leadership Net-
work for his work with Procter & Gamble.

Vate was a warm and caring person who
gave generously of his time and talents. Cin-
cinnati was blessed to have him as a leading
citizen. Many of us were blessed to have him
as a friend.
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Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
rise today on the floor of this House in rec-
ognition of Mr. Gene McCarthy from Buffalo,
NY in my district, as the 1999 Goin’ South
“Irishman of the Year.”

Born in Buffalo’s “Old First Ward” in 1926,
Gene McCarthy is a lifelong member of our
community. After high school, Gene began
working on Buffalo’s waterfront at Pillsbury
grain elevators, where he spent twelve years.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

In 1955, Gene wed Mary (Dories). He and
his wife rasied their three children, Patti, Bill,
and Maureen to respect their proud Western
New York and Irish-American heritage. In ad-
dition, the McCarthy’s now have seven grand-
children.

Twenty-five years ago, Gene and Mary
opened McCarthy’s, a fine restaurant and tav-
ern in the heart of the Old First Ward, at the
corner of Hamburg and Republic Streets. Fa-
mous for its corned beef, fish fries, and friend-
ly service, McCarthy’s has become a true
landmark. It is a proud symbol of not only his
community, and not only the McCarthy family,
but of our Irish heritage in Buffalo.

In 1996, | invited the Honorable Dermott
Gallagher, then Irish Ambassador to the
United States, to Buffalo to dedicate a monu-
ment which was erected in honor of the Great
Famine in Ireland. During his stay, | took him
to McCarthy’'s. Ambassador Gallagher has
said that the tavern was his favorite place in
all of Western New York, no doubt a reflection
on the McCarthy’s overwhelming hospitality.

Whether it is for the famous Notre Dame
football parties in the fall, the Shamrock Run,
the many local organizations and causes
which the McCarthys support, or the best St.
Patrick's Day atmosphere outside of Ireland,
McCarthy’s Tavern and Gene and Mary
McCarthy will always be an important part of
the proud history of our City. | am proud to
call him my friend.

Mr. Speaker, today | would like to join with
the entire McCarthy Family, the Goin’ South
community organization, and indeed, all of

Western New York in tribute to Mr. Gene
McCarthy, Irishman of the Year.
——
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, this
week a distinguished delegation from the Slo-
vak parliament visited Washington to meet
with congressional leaders and other officials.
| regret that, because of a hearing on urgent
developments in Kosovo, | was unable to
meet with them. Nevertheless, the occasion of
their visit prompts me to reflect on some of the
developments in Slovakia since the elections
there on September 25 and 26, 1998.

Since a new government was installed on
October 30, there has been a sea change in
Slovak political life. They very fact that a
peaceful transition of power occurred is some-
thing we could not have taken for granted,
given the increasingly authoritarian rule of
Vladimir Meciar manifested by, for example,
the refusal of the parliament he controlled to
seat two duly elected members.

Today, the situation is very different. The
formation of a new government has included
key changes that were much needed and will
foster greater confidence in Slovakia’s re-
newed process of democratization. In par-
ticular, the appointment of a new head of the
intelligence service, the resolution of com-
peting claims to the position of chief of the
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armed forces, and the selection of a new gen-
eral prosecutor help address many of the con-
cerns that arose during Meciar's tenure. The
new government’s efforts to hold previous offi-
cials accountable for their violations of the rule
of law and manipulation of parliamentary and
constitutional democracy is also a positive
sign. During local elections in the fall, non-
governmental monitors were permitted to ob-
serve the counting of the vote, further fos-
tering public and international confidence in
Slovakia’s democratic structures. Direct presi-
dential elections are scheduled to be held in
May, which will fill a constitutional lacuna. The
decision to permit, once again, the issuance of
bi-lingual report cards restores common sense
to the discussion of issues of concern to the
Hungarian minority. The government’s stated
intent to address the concerns of the Romani
minority—concerns which have led many Slo-
vak Roma to seek asylum in other countries—
is a welcome step in the right direction.

In short, Mr. Speaker, the new government
is Slovakia has already undertaken important
steps towards fulfilling the promises made
when communism collapsed.

Slovakia is now at a critical juncture, having
succeeded by a slim electoral margin in
peacefully removing Vladimir Meciar after 4
years of increasing authoritarian rule. The new
government must struggle to restore
Slovakia’s good name, repair the economy,
and get Slovakia back on track for NATO and
EU membership. If Slovakia is to succeed in
this effort, it is critical that the current coalition
hold together long enough to implement real
reforms. As it seeks to do so, the new govern-
ment will be aided by a wellspring of credibility
with the internationally community and cer-
tainly in Washington, where as the Meciar
government, in the end, had none.

That wellspring of credibility, however, is not
bottomless and time is truly of the essence in
Slovakia’s reform process. | hope all of the
parties participating in the ruling coalition will
quickly address some of the issues that have
been of special concern to the international
community, including the adoption in the first
half of this year of a minority language law.
Such a step would be a concrete demonstra-
tion of the differences between this govern-
ment and the last.

Mr. Speaker, | wish this new coalition gov-
ernment of Slovakia every success in their re-
solve to make lasting reforms.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Grandmarie’s Chicken
Pie Shop on the occasion of their 42nd Anni-
versary. Grandmarie’s has enjoyed 4 decades
of success at their Tower District location.

Keeping it simple and keeping it delicious
was the slogan of Marie Ross, the restaurant’s
namesake, original owner, and grandmother of
current owner Gary Ross. The Ross chicken
pie tradition dates back to the early part of the
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