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Yeshivah of Flatbush and it’s honorees on the 
occasion of it’s 72nd Anniversary Banquet. 

The Yeshivah of Flatbush has long served 
as a pillar of strength for my constituents by 
providing our children with the tools they will 
need to face the challenges of the twenty-first 
century. 

Dr. Mayer Ballas, recipient of the Keter 
Shem Tov Leadership Award, has dedicated 
himself to helping members of the community 
as an advocate and spokesperson for Jewish 
people in need. He is the founding President 
of the Council of Rescue of Syrian Jews and 
has served as a member of the Federation 
Oversight Committee, the arm of Operation 
Abraham concerned with the resettlement of 
the most recent wave of immigrants from 
Syria. At the Yeshivah of Flatbush, Dr. Ballas 
sits on the Board of Directors and Board of 
Education and is a member of the Tuition As-
sistance Committee. He participates in all 
school functions and generously gives of him-
self and his time to the Yeshivah. 

Hon. Steven Cohn, recipient of the Keter 
Shem Tov Community Service Award, is 
staunchly committed to both the Yeshivah and 
his community. For the past sixteen years, Mr. 
Cohn has served as the Democratic State 
Committeeman for the 50th Assembly District. 
He is the Vice-Chair of the New York State 
Democratic Party, Secretary of the Democratic 
Party of Kings County and has served as Par-
liamentarian to the Democratic National Con-
vention. Working side by side with community 
leaders, elected officials and neighborhood 
residents to protect the environment, improve 
homeless shelters and maintain quality med-
ical care in his district. His affiliation with the 
Yeshivah of Flatbush parallels his children’s 
education and has strengthened over the 
years. In addition to working on the Banquet 
Journal, Chinese Auction and Building Com-
mittees, Steve is currently an Associate Treas-
urer on the Executive Board of Officers and 
sits on the school’s Board of Trustees and 
Board of Education. 

Dr. Cheryl Fishbein, recipient of the Alumna 
of the Year Award, is an alumna of both the 
Elementary School and the Joel Braverman 
High School. Throughout her adult life, Cheryl 
has focused her efforts on serving the commu-
nity. She is President of the Jewish Commu-
nity House in Bensonhurst and is currently 
overseeing its capital building campaign. She 
serves as the Metro Chair of the Institutional 
Trustees Campaign for UJA and sits on the 
organization’s Planning and Allocations Com-
mittee. Additionally, Dr. Fishbein devotes 
much of her time to the Board of Jewish Edu-
cation and serves as a Vice President of its 
Board of Directors. She also sits on the 
Boards of Gesher and the National Board of 
the Jewish Community Center Association. 

Each of today’s honorees have long been 
known as innovators and beacons of good will 
to all those they come into contact with. In 
recognition of their may accomplishments on 
behalf of my constituents. I offer many con-
gratulations on their being honored by the 
Yeshivah of Flatbush. 

SALUTE TO A. LEON 
HIGGINBOTHAM 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 1999

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, as I witness attacks on affirma-
tive action in education and a legal system 
that overlooks police brutality among African-
Americans, I realize that our country is experi-
encing a huge gap in fairness and equality 
under the law with the passing of Judge A. 
Leon Higginbotham, Jr. 

Mr. Speaker, Judge Higginbotham spent his 
life vigorously protecting and championing the 
causes of equality and opportunity for African-
Americans. 

The French philosopher Montesquieu once 
said that ‘‘In the state of nature, indeed, all 
men are born equal, but they cannot continue 
in this equality. Society makes them lose it, 
and they recover it only by the protection of 
the laws.’’

In confronting racial injustice, violence and 
inequality through the legal system, Judge 
Higginbotham recovered and secured equality 
for countless African-Americans. His life long 
commitment to eliminating discrimination 
forced our society to recognize the equality in-
herent in all men and women, despite their 
race or ethnicity. 

In his capacity as special deputy attorney 
general of Pennsylvania, judge of the U.S. 
District Court for the eastern district of Penn-
sylvania and judge of the U.S. Third-Circuit 
Court of Appeals, many men and women re-
gained their rights taken away from them by 
society. 

His zeal in tearing down the walls of injus-
tice and erecting the walls of opportunity 
began after he earned his law degree at Yale 
Law School by working in Philadelphia as an 
assistant district attorney. Six years later after 
becoming a special deputy attorney general 
for Pennsylvania, President John F. Kennedy 
named him to the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC). This appointment was notable in the 
fact that it made him the FTC’s first black 
commissioner and its youngest as well. 

In 1977, after serving as a district court 
judge in Philadelphia from 1964 to 1977, 
President Jimmy Carter appointed him judge 
of the U.S. Third-Circuit Court of Appeals 
where he served with distinction as judge, 
chief judge and senior judge until his retire-
ment in March 1993. 

Throughout the years, U.S. Chief Justice 
Warren, Burger and Rehnquist appointed 
Judge Higginbotham to various judicial con-
ferences. In addition, the Congressional Black 
Caucus benefitted from his excellent legal 
mind in a series of voting rights cases brought 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Current South African President Nelson 
Mandela also called upon his knowledge and 
wisdom during the country’s historic 1994 na-
tional elections where Judge Higginbotham 
served as an international mediator. 

Mr. Speaker, the aforementioned feats and 
accomplishments mark this important fact: 
when he was called upon by presidents, world 

leaders, Members of Congress and citizens to 
defend civil rights, Judge Higginbotham an-
swered with vigor and passion. 

Millions of Americans saw him protect the 
tenets of the Constitution during the recent 
House Judiciary Committee impeachment 
hearings. This was just two weeks before his 
passing on December 14, 1998. 

Like so many times during his stellar legal 
career, he was a steadfast advocate and de-
fender of the true meanings and intents of the 
law and our Constitution. During the hearings, 
it was not partisan winds that steered his testi-
mony that the President should not be im-
peached. Rather, it was scholarly and intellec-
tual interpretation of the Constitution and the 
separation of powers between the Judicial, Ex-
ecutive and Legislative branches of our gov-
ernment. 

For those viewers of the hearings, that was 
their first contact with the great judge. How-
ever, I have constantly been a witness to—
and a beneficiary of—Judge Higginbotham’s 
passionate and eloquent defense of justice. 

On behalf of the constituents of the 30th 
congressional district of Texas, I would like to 
tell his family what a great equalizer in this so-
ciety he was to us. He served an extended 
family of poor, powerless and downtrodden in-
dividuals in this society. His advocacy for their 
causes meant a great deal to them and 
strengthened our principles as a country. 

In particular he leaves his wife, Evelyn 
Brooks Higginbotham; two daughters, Karen 
and Nia; and two sons, Stephen and Kenneth. 
I would like to thank them for allowing the 
country to share and benefit from his mind, 
heart and soul. 

f

STATEMENT ON THE SUPPRES-
SION OF RIGHTS IN SERBIA 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 1999

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as 
we have debated today the issue of American 
participation in any NATO peacekeeping effort 
in Kosovo, I urge my colleagues, regardless of 
their views on that matter, to focus on what is 
happening in Serbia itself. Slobodan Milosevic, 
President of an unrecognized Yugoslav state 
of which Serbia and Montenegro are part, is 
using Kosovo to perpetuate his regime, to rally 
Serbia’s public opinion around him, and to 
label as ‘‘traitors’’ not only his opponents but 
anyone who thinks independently. 

Last year, Milosevic imposed draconian 
laws which curtailed the independence of jour-
nalists to report news freely, and threatened 
the academic community’s ability to maintain 
its intellectual integrity. In response, the Hel-
sinki Commission which I chair, held a hearing 
appropriately entitled: ‘‘The Milosevic Regime 
Versus Serbian Democracy and Balkan Sta-
bility.’’

As an example of what is happening right 
now in Serbia, I would note for the RECORD 
what has happened to three of the witnesses 
at the hearing. 

On December 28, 1998—less than three 
weeks after the hearing—Boris Karajcic, a 

VerDate jul 14 2003 11:59 Sep 28, 2004 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR99\E11MR9.000 E11MR9


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-08T05:22:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




