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game of the World Series, so someone seeing 
him for the first time would not be dis-
appointed. 

The people of my district in Kansas City, 
MO, were fortunate enough to see Mr. 
DiMaggio play in an exhibition game against 
the Kansas City Blues. A Yankee teammate 
and Kansas City resident Hank Bauer said of 
DiMaggio, ‘‘He was the most outstanding cen-
ter fielder I have seen.’’ He taught America 
what it means to embrace excellence and 
strive for greatness without seeking acclaim. I 
and others of my generation are in public 
service today because of role models like Joe 
DiMaggio. 

Joe DiMaggio served as an inspiration to 
my generation. Simon and Garfunkel memori-
alized his leadership in their song Mrs. Robin-
son. The lyrics, ‘‘Where have you gone Joe 
DiMaggio? Our Nation turns its lonely eyes to 
you,’’ express dismay at the absence of he-
roes like the Yankee Clipper to lead our Na-
tion to peace and prosperity. 

The number five will always hold a special 
place in the hearts of Yankee fans every-
where. His record of safe hits in 56 consecu-
tive games might never be broken. His lifetime 
batting average of .325 and his 361 career 
home runs remain impressive numbers even 
when we have new heroes such as Mark 
McGwire and Sammy Sosa. He led his 
Yankee to nine World Series titles and was 
the American League’s Most Valuable Player 
three times. As our Nation turns its lonely 
eyes once more toward this hero, let us learn 
from his life and his example of heroism. In 
the words of the Negro League Legend Buck 
O’Neil, ‘‘I don’t cry for Joe. I cry for the people 
who never got to see him play.’’
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct 
privilege today to recognize the Mills-Penin-
sula Hospital, which is located in my congres-
sional district. In an annual study, ‘‘100 Top 
Hospitals: Benchmarks for Success,’’ Mills-Pe-
ninsula was named one of the top hospitals 
for 1998 in the United States. The study was 
conducted by HCIA, a health care information 
company based in Baltimore, and William M. 
Mercer, a New York-based human resources 
management consulting firm. Nine measures 
of clinical, operational, and financial perform-
ance were used in the study to determine ac-
curately the best hospitals. 

Mills-Peninsula is a not-for-profit health 
service organization, and it has managed to 
improve and maintain existing services, de-
spite battling extreme difficulties associated 
with the costs of managed care. By combining 
the highest quality care with the most cost-effi-
cient operation, Mills-Peninsula has increased 
the standard of medical care and quality of life 
in the Bay Area. We are truly honored to have 
such an outstanding hospital located in our 
area. 

Managed health care has sought to improve 
cost reductions and to streamline operations. 
The standards of excellence in health care 
management are becoming ever higher. Mills-
Peninsula has thrived in this challenging at-
mosphere and continued to deliver a high 
level of care, and at the same time shown an 
ability to respond to change. 

Mr. Speaker, the recognition of Mills-Penin-
sula Hospital has only confirmed the high 
value which residents of my district already 
place on the hospital’s services. I offer my 
deepest and warmest congratulation to those 
individuals that have contributed to the suc-
cess of Mills-Peninsula Hospital. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the editorial praising 
Mills-Peninsula Hospital from The Independent 
be placed in the RECORD.

PENINSULA HOSPITAL AMONG TOP 100

Bravo to Peninsula Hospital for being 
named among the top 100 performing hos-
pitals in the nation by the consulting firm of 
William M. Mercer Inc., of New York, NY, 
the honor is one that should reassure resi-
dents in the area that they have one of the 
top hospitals in the country taking care of 
their health needs. 

The study, naming Peninsula Hospital, was 
published in the December issue of Modern 
Health care magazine. This assessment of 
the nations benchmark acute care hospitals 
is published annually by Mercer and HCIA 
Inc., a data processing company based in 
Baltimore. 

The study considers three separate cat-
egories including financial management, op-
erations and clinical practice. Each category 
is then broken down into smaller compo-
nents and evaluated. 

The elements considered under clinical 
practices include mortality rates of com-
plications during treatment. The informa-
tion is published to show legitimate health 
care data about patients and health care fa-
cilities to measure performance. 

This is a study that is in its sixth year of 
identifying the top management teams and 
best run facilities in the country. The longer 
the publication studies industry trends, the 
more established and prestigious its list be-
comes. People throughout the country are 
concerned and interested in the performance 
of their community hospitals and this rating 
hospital care. 

In an interview with this newspaper, Mills-
Peninsula CEO Robert Merwin explained the 
price pressures Peninsula is under, to main-
tain services at the hospital. Merwin ex-
plained that the business community, Medi-
care and the costs of managed care, put pres-
sure on all hospitals throughout the country, 
so maintaining standards of excellence was a 
major challenge. 

We are happy to see that Peninsula has 
met that challenge and among the thousands 
of hospitals throughout the nation, been 
rated one of the best. That makes us proud of 
Peninsula and of the management and staff 
at the hospital who have carried the ball of 
excellence in recent years while the health 
care industry has been in radical change. 

We know what happens when change comes 
to an industry, when economic pressures for 
change bring so many disruptions to the way 
a hospital does business. We commend the 
folks at Peninsula for not letting these 
changes disrupt the quality of health care 
they provide to the community. This rating 
is welcome news, especially in light of the 
fact that a decision must be made soon to 
spend millions of dollars either retrofitting 

peninsula or rearing it down to build a new 
facility. 

We don’t know which decision the powers 
to be will make but we do know that Penin-
sula is a very special hospital facility that is 
valued by everyone in the community. The 
rating only bears out the fact that its man-
agement and staff have been outstanding in 
face of unbelievable stress in the industry. 
We congratulate the people, all of them, that 
made this rating possible and look forward 
to the continuation of an evaluation that 
places Peninsula among the top 100 hospitals 
in the nation.
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Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of the Water Pollution Control and Es-
tuary Restoration Act being re-introduced 
today by the gentlelady from New York, Mrs. 
LOWEY, and gentlelady from Connecticut, Ms. 
DELAURO. I compliment and applaud my col-
leagues for their untiring efforts on behalf of 
our Nation’s valuable fresh and estuarine 
water bodies. 

Mr. Speaker, the protection of America’s 
lakes, rivers, streams, and near coastal waters 
should indeed be one of our top concerns as 
a Nation, and I am proud and honored to be 
an original cosponsor of this important piece 
of legislation. The DeLauro-Lowey bill is a rea-
sonable, straightforward measure that seeks 
to build upon past successes under the Clean 
Water Act (CWA). This measure will continue 
and strengthen several progressive programs 
to protect and enhance water bodies through-
out our country, and I urge my colleagues to 
support this common sense and cost effective 
means of cleaning-up and protecting our water 
resources. 

The DeLauro-Lowey bill will ensure that the 
existing State Revolving Loan Fund (SRF) 
program continues to be adequately funded to 
provide the financial wherewithal for States 
and municipalities to maintain and upgrade 
their wastewater treatment facilities to protect 
America’s water bodies. This program has 
achieved tremendous success in the past and 
clearly deserves to be maintained and en-
hanced. 

While fresh water is important for life itself, 
and clean lakes and rivers provide a multitude 
of recreational benefits to society, the vitality 
of our estuaries is also of great importance. 
Estuaries, near coastal waters, play a dual 
function of protecting coastal lands as well as 
serving as the all important nursery grounds 
for most marine species. Of course, these wa-
ters also provide many important recreational 
activities. 

The Congresswomen’s legislation will serve 
to strengthen the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s existing National Estuary Pro-
gram (NEP) that is widely regarded as a 
model for watershed-based pollution control. 
In addition, the legislation will clarify EPA’s re-
sponsibility to assist States in developing and 
implementing their estuary management plans. 
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