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I hope my colleagues on my side will 

join us when the final vote is taken to 
support this measure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I know 
that under the order we are going to 
recess at 12:30, and then the order pro-
vides for 1 hour of debate on this 
amendment and then a vote at 2:15. 

I am going to recommend—I do not 
know what the pleasure of the leader-
ship will be—that we go ahead and 
have that vote and yield back the time 
on the amendment. That is going to be 
my recommendation to our leader on 
this side of the aisle. I don’t know that 
we left anything out in our debate yes-
terday. We had time from 3 o’clock 
until 6:30 yesterday evening when we 
debated this issue and all of the issues 
that were involved. But I am happy to 
abide by whatever decision the leader-
ship makes on that. I am just sug-
gesting, for my part I will be happy to 
yield back our time on the amendment 
so we can vote at 2:15 when we resume 
our session after lunch. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that time for this 
introduction be allocated against the 
time on this amendment but appear as 
in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from North Dakota is 
recognized. 

Mr. CONRAD. I thank the Chair. 
(The remarks of Mr. CONRAD and Mr. 

DORGAN pertaining to the introduction 
of S. 623 are located in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills 
and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the hour of 12:30 
having arrived, the Senate will now 
stand in recess until the hour of 2:15 
p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:40 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m.; whereupon, the 
Senate reassembled when called to 
order by the Presiding Officer (Mr. 
INHOFE). 
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NATIONAL MISSILE DEFENSE ACT 
OF 1999 

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 69 
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask 

for the yeas and nays on the pending 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. The yeas and nays have been or-
dered. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk called the roll.
Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-

ator from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) 
is absent because of illness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 99, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 49 Leg.] 
YEAS—99

Abraham 
Akaka 
Allard 
Ashcroft 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Bennett 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Bond 
Boxer 
Breaux 
Brownback 
Bryan 
Bunning 
Burns 
Byrd 
Campbell 
Chafee 
Cleland 
Cochran 
Collins 
Conrad 
Coverdell 
Craig 
Crapo 
Daschle 
DeWine 
Dodd 
Domenici 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Edwards 

Enzi 
Feingold 
Fitzgerald 
Frist 
Gorton 
Graham 
Gramm 
Grams 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Helms 
Hollings 
Hutchinson 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Inouye 
Jeffords 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kerrey 
Kerry 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lott 

Lugar 
Mack 
McCain 
McConnell 
Mikulski 
Moynihan 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nickles 
Reed 
Reid 
Robb 
Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Roth 
Santorum 
Sarbanes 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith (NH) 
Smith (OR) 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stevens 
Thomas 
Thompson 
Thurmond 
Torricelli 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Wellstone 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1

Feinstein 

The amendment (No. 69) was agreed 
to. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I move 
to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. LEVIN. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

Mr. THURMOND addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from South Carolina is recognized. 
Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I 

rise to add my support to S. 257, The 
National Missile Defense Act of 1999. 

Any questions on whether or not the 
United States faces a missile threat 
were answered by the Director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, George 
Tenet, and the Director of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency, General Hughes, 
in testimony before the Armed Serv-
ices Committee. In his opening state-
ment Director Tenet described the 
threat of a new North Korean missile 
in the following terms:

With a third stage like the one dem-
onstrated last August on the Taepo Dong-1, 

this missile would be able to deliver large 
payloads to the rest of the U.S.

General Hughes stated:
The number of Chinese strategic missiles 

capable of hitting the United States will in-
crease significantly during the next two dec-
ades.

This testimony coupled with the 
findings of the Rumsfeld Commission 
make an overwhelming case for a Na-
tional Missile Defense System. We 
must not be dissuaded by the impact of 
the National Missile Defense System 
on the ABM Treaty. The evidence of 
the missile threat to the United States 
is too overwhelming. 

The bill before us is only a first step 
toward the deployment of a National 
Missile Defense System. It provides de-
ployment flexibility to the Department 
of Defense. It states that it is the pol-
icy of the United States to deploy as 
soon as technologically possible an ef-
fective National Missile Defense Sys-
tem. It does not mandate a specific 
time nor a specific type of a system. 

Mr. President, I want to express my 
appreciation to Senator COCHRAN for 
introducing this legislation and for his 
passionate and articulate expression of 
support for a National Missile Defense 
System. Our citizens owe him a debt of 
gratitude for his persistence in pursuit 
of a missile defense program to protect 
them and the Nation. 

Mr. President, there has been enough 
discussion on this issue, it is time for 
the Nation and this Congress to act. I 
urge the Senate to express its support 
for the security of our Nation by over-
whelmingly approving S. 257, The Na-
tional Missile Defense Act of 1999. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas is recognized. 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
rise to express my strong support, 
along with the distinguished Senator 
from South Carolina, for the National 
Missile Defense Act. It is, in my opin-
ion, long overdue and will correct a se-
rious deficiency in our defense policy, 
one that leaves us utterly defenseless 
against a threat that is real today and 
promises to get worse tomorrow. 

Last week, Thursday, in the Wall 
Street Journal, this headline greeted 
us:

China Buys . . . 
Stolen information about the U.S.’s most 

advanced miniature W–88 nuclear warhead 
from Los Alamos helped the Chinese close a 
generation gap in the development of its nu-
clear force.

This, of course, is a very abbreviated 
account of what the New York Times 
expanded on in great detail and great 
length. I think it describes for us not 
only a serious breach in our national 
security but a quantum leap in the 
ability of the Chinese Government to 
not only threaten the security of their 
neighbors in Asia but ultimately and 
eventually to threaten the security of 
American cities; thus, the importance 
of a National Missile Defense Act. 
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