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other health plans; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 637. A Dbill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to regulate the transfer of fire-
arms over the Internet, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

—————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. DASCHLE (for himself, Mr.
LoTT, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. HAGEL, Mr.
CLELAND, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. KERRY, Mr. ROBB, Mr. REED, Mr.
SMITH of New Hampshire, Mr. ABRA-
HAM, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. ALLARD, Mr.
ASHCROFT, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BAYH,
Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. BINGA-
MAN, Mr. BOND, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
BREAUX, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. BRYAN,
Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BYRD,

Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr.
COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CONRAD,
Mr. COVERDELL, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.

CRrRAPO, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DoDD, Mr.
DOMENICI, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. ENzI, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. FRIST,
Mr. GORTON, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
GRAMM, Mr. GRAMS, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. GREGG, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HELMS,
Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE,
Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. KoHL, Mr. KyL, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN,
Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MACK,
Mr. MCCONNELL, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.

MOYNIHAN, Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. NICKLES, Mr. REID, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, MTr.

ROTH, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. SARBANES,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
SHELBY, Mr. SMITH of Oregon, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. STEVENS,

Mr. THOMAS, Mr. THOMPSON, Mr.
THURMOND, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr.
VOINOVICH, Mr. WARNER, Mr.

WELLSTONE, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 61. A resolution commending the
Honorable J. Robert Kerrey, United States
Senator from Nebraska, on the 30th anniver-
sary of the events giving rise to his receiving
the Medal of Honor; considered and agreed
to.

By Mr. MACK (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. AKAKA, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. CLELAND, Mr. DEWINE,
Mr. DobpD, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FITZ-
GERALD, Mr. FRIST, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. GORTON, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. MCCONNELL, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
ROTH, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SMITH of
Oregon, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Mr.
STEVENS, Mr. THURMOND, and Mr.
TORRICELLI):

S. Res. 62. A resolution proclaiming the
month of January 1999 as ‘‘National Cervical
Health Month’’; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. MOYNIHAN (for himself, Mr.
LOoTT, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. HELMS, and
Mr. BUNNING):
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S. Res. 63. A resolution recognizing and
honoring Joe DiMaggio; considered and
agreed to.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself,
Mr. SPECTER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. SMITH of Oregon,
Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mr. AKAKA, Mr.
BIDEN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. CHAFEE,
Mr. CLELAND, Mr. DoDD, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
KERREY, Mr. KERRY, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
REED, Mr. REID, Mr. ROBB, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SARBANES,
and Mr. WELLSTONE):

S. 622. A bill to enhance Federal en-
forcement of hate crimes, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

THE HATE CRIMES PREVENTION ACT OF 1999

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, it is a
privilege to join Senator SPECTOR, Sen-
ator WYDEN, Senator SCHUMER, and
Senator SMITH in introducing the Hate
Crimes Prevention Act of 1999. This bill
has the support of the Department of
Justice, constitutional scholars, law
enforcement officials, and many orga-
nizations with a long and distinguished
history of involvement in combating
hate crimes, including the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights, the Anti-
Defamation League, the Human Rights
Campaign, the National Gay and Les-
bian Task Force, the National Organi-
zation for Women Legal Defense and
Education Fund, the National Coali-
tion Against Domestic Violence and
The Consortium for Citizens with Dis-
abilities Rights Task Force.

Congress has a responsibility to act
this year to deal with the festering
problem of hate crimes. The silence of
Congress on this basic issue has been
deafening, and it is unacceptable. We
must stop acting like we don’t care—
that somehow this fundamental issue
is just a state problem. It isn’t. It’s a
national problem, and it’s an outrage
that Congress has been A.W.O.L.

Few crimes tear more deeply at the
fabric of our society than hate crimes.
These despicable acts injure the vic-
tim, the community, and the nation
itself. The brutal murders in Texas,
Wyoming, and most recently in Ala-
bama have shocked the conscience of
the nation. Sadly, these three crimes
are only the tip of the hate crimes ice-
berg. We need to do more—much
more—to combat them.

I'm convinced that if Congress acted
today, and President Clinton signed
our bill tomorrow, we’d have fewer
hate crimes in all the days that follow.

Current federal laws are clearly inad-
equate. It’s an embarrassment that we
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haven’t already acted to close these
glaring gaps in present law. For too
long, the federal government has been
forced to fight hate crimes with one
hand tied behind its back.

Our bill does not undermine the role
of the states in investigating and pros-
ecuting hate crimes. States will con-
tinue to take the lead. But the full
power of federal law should also be
available to investigate, prosecute, and
punish these crimes.

The Hate Crimes Prevention Act of
1999 addresses two serious deficiencies
in the principal federal hate crimes
statutes, 18 U.S.C. §245, which applies
to hate crimes committed on the basis
of race, color, religion, or national ori-
gin.

First, the statute requires the gov-
ernment to prove that the defendant
committed an offense not only because
of the victim’s race, color, religion, or
national origin, but also because of the
victim’s participation in one of six nar-
rowly defined ‘‘federally protected ac-
tivities” enumerated in the statute.
These activities are: (A) enrolling in or
attending a public school or public col-
lege; (B) participating in or enjoying a
service, program, facility or activity
provided or administered by any state
or local government; (C) applying for
or enjoying employment; (D) serving in
a state court as a grand or petit juror;
(B) traveling in or using a facility of
interstate commerce; and (F) enjoying
the goods or services of certain places
of public accommodation.

Second, the statute provides no cov-
erage for hate crimes based on the vic-
tim’s sexual orientation, gender, or dis-
ability. Together, these limitations
prevent the federal government from
working with state and local law en-
forcement agencies in the investiga-
tion and prosecution of many of the
most vicious hate crimes.

Our legislation amends 18 U.S.C. §245
to address each of these limitations. In
cases involving racial, religious, or
ethnic violence, the bill prohibits the
intentional infliction of bodily injury
without regard to the victim’s partici-
pation in one of the six ‘‘federally pro-
tected activities”. In cases involving
hate crimes based on the victim’s sex-
ual orientation, gender, or disability,
the bill prohibits the intentional inflic-
tion of bodily injury whenever the act
has a nexus, as defined in the bill, to
interstate commerce. These provisions
will permit the federal government to
work in partnership with state and
local officials in the investigation and
prosecution of hate crimes. I urge the
Senate to act quickly on this impor-
tant legislation, and I look forward to
working with my colleagues to bring it
to a vote. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill and a more detailed de-
scription of the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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