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boards really know what priorities need to be
met in their schools.

There is no question that our local school
districts are faced with significant challenges
in preparing our children for the future. Unfor-
tunately, our current federal education pro-
grams falling well short in assisting our com-
munities to succeed. One of the problems is
that 35 percent of federal education funds are
spent on meeting the operation budgets of the
more than 760 federal education programs
spread out between 39 different agencies.
This means that only 65 cents of each edu-
cation dollar is actually making it to our class-
rooms. This diversion of funds is particularly
burdensome on rural communities. Southern
Missouri’s school districts are limited in local
funding options and we simply need more of
our federal education dollars returned to us.

Another significant problem is the burden-
some federal regulations and mandates that
tie schools’ hands and cut into educators’ val-
uable teaching time. According to Vice Presi-
dent Gore’s National Performance Review, if a
local school district decides to apply for a De-
partment of Education grant, the entire proc-
ess takes 26 weeks and 487 steps from be-
ginning to end. That's 6 months and countless
hours spent on applying for a grant—all with-
out any guarantee that the funds will be ap-
proved. | have heard from teachers in South-
ern Missouri who personally spend up to three
days out of the week writing grants and filing
out paperwork. This is time that our teach-
ers—who are already overloaded with large
classes and limited resources—could be dedi-
cating to planning lessons, teaching their
classes, and reviewing student's work. It
seems to me that our education system needs
fewer bureaucrats in Washington crunching
numbers and dreaming up federal mandates
and more teachers in our local schools edu-
cating our children.

| introduced legislation that begins to ad-
dress the problems of funding and over regu-
lation in our nation’s education policy. My leg-
islation—known as the: “District Check for
Education Act,” or simply “Direct Check”™—
would consolidate several Department of Edu-
cation competitive grant programs and return
federal education dollars directly to the local
school or school district based on the number
of students served. “Direct Check” funds are
not tied to any burdensome federal regulations
or mandates, and they can be used for pur-
chasing text books, computers and tech-
nology, teachers’ salaries, and classroom con-
struction or renovation. Other allowable uses
of these funds include literacy programs, job
training initiatives, and drug and alcohol pro-
grams.

Education is a national priority, but it is a
local responsibility. It has always been carried
out and implemented at the local level. The
bottom line is that no Department of Education
bureaucrat who lives and works in the city of
Washington, DC or its suburbs can possibly
understand the educational needs of our chil-
dren in rural Southern Missouri. My “Direct
Check” bill empowers local school districts by
giving them the control and flexibility to use
federal education dollars in a way that best
meets their priorities for improving the edu-
cation system for their children. And by freeing
up resources and giving them directly to local
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school districts, we can help preserve and

strengthen our American public education tra-

dition as we head into the 21st Century.
———
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to Mrs. Ella Yon Stevenson of Norway, South
Carolina. Today, | gladly join the community in
celebration of her 100th birthday.

Mrs. Stevenson was born in Orangeburg
County in the town of Norway, South Carolina
on March 17, 1899. She is the daughter of the
late Glen and Henrietta G. Yon. As a child,
she attended Norway Public Schools. Mrs.
Stevenson joined Bushy Pond Baptist Church
of Norway, South Carolina at a very early age.
She enjoyed singing in the choir until her
health prevented her from participating. She is
strongly committed to her church and commu-
nity. To this day, Mrs. Stevenson continually
offers support to her neighbors, friends, and
family.

Mrs. Stevenson cherishes her family. She
married the late George W. Stevenson. They
had four sons: George Stevenson, Jr., James
Stevenson, Authur Stevenson, and Levern
Stevenson (all deceased), and two unique
daughters, Clara Mae Stevenson Pough and
Reather Bell Stevenson Pough. Mrs. Steven-
son has 34 grandchildren, 50 great grand-
children, and 48 great-great grandchildren.
She currently resides with her daughter
Reather Bell in North, South Carolina.

Please join me in recognizing Mrs. Ella Yon
Stevenson as she celebrates her 100th birth-
day today.

————
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, last Friday at
the Harry S. Truman Presidential Library in
Independence, Missouri, Secretary of State
Madeleine K. Albright president over the cere-
mony marking the final step in the accession
of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic
to membership in the North Atlantic Alliance.
This was a historic occasion as these three
former members of the Warsaw Pact, an alli-
ance which was established to counter the
North Altantic Treaty Organization, were now
joining as full members of this western alli-
ance.

Mr. Speaker, it was most appropriate that
the ceremony marking full accession to NATO
took place at the Harry S. Truman Presidential
Library. It was under the far-sighted and
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thoughtful leadership of President Truman that
NATO was established fifty years ago this
year. We mark not only the 50th anniversary
of the establishment of NATO, but also the
10th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall
and the collapse of Soviet dominance in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe.

If any one individual deserves credit for the
end of communist domination in Europe and
for the end of the Soviet empire, Mr. Speaker,
it is President Harry Truman. He was the
President who made the critical decisions in
the early days of the cold war; he was the
President under whose leadership the policy
of containment was enunciated; and he was
the President who established the critical insti-
tutions which were the basis of U.S. policy
throughout the cold war. His successors—from
Dwight Eisenhower to Ronald Reagan and
George Bush—were simply implementing the
fundamental policy that was enunciated, initi-
ated, and put in place by Harry Truman.

Mr. Speaker, the accession to NATO of Po-
land, Hungary and the Czech Republic at the
Truman Library was a quintessentially “Amer-
ican” event—the United States Senator who
introduced our Secretary of State, my friend
and colleague from Maryland, BARBARA MIKUL-
SKI, is Polish-American; | had the honor of par-
ticipating in that event and, as my colleagues
know, | am a native of Budapest, Hungary;
and, of course, our Secretary of State, Mad-
eleine K. Albright who presided on this occa-
sion, was born in Prague in the Czech Repub-
lic.

The remarks on this festive occasion by our
Secretary of State, Mr. Speaker, provide an
outstanding statement of the U.S. government
policy that underlies this landmark addition of
new members to NATO. Secretary Albright's
speech also provides an excellent summary of
the importance of the first half century of the
NATO alliance as well as a discussion of its
future. | ask that Secretary Albright's remarks
be placed in the RECORD, and | urge my col-
leagues to read and give them thoughtful at-
tention.

SECRETARY ALBRIGHT: Thank you, Sen-
ator Mikulski, for that wonderful and per-
sonal introduction, and thank you for your
great friendship. I want to thank you and
your colleagues, Senators Roth and Smith
and Representatives Skelton, Lantos, and
McCarthy for your bipartisan leadership on
behalf of NATO and NATO enlargement. You
have helped to make history, because with-
out your support we would not be here today.

Minister Kavan, Minister Martonyi, and
Minister Geremek, excellencies from the dip-
lomatic corps, Admiral Gough, General An-
derson and other leaders of our armed forces,
officials of the Truman Library—thank you
for remembering my daughter—honored
guests, colleagues, and friends, today is a
day of celebration and re-dedication and re-
membrance and renewal.

Today we recognize in fact what has al-
ways been true in spirit. Today we confirm
through our actions that the lands of King
Stephen and Cardinal Mindszenty, Charles
the Fourth and Vaclav Havel, Copernicus
and Pope John Paul II reside fully and irrev-
ocably within the Atlantic community for
freedom. And to that I say, to quote an old
Central European expression. ‘‘Hallelujah.”
(Applause.)

History will record March 12, 1999, as the
day the people of Hungary, the Czech Repub-
lic and Poland strode through NATO’s open
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