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those records go away, get a thousand more. 
And then go on with your Website. You can 
start that way. Then at some point you need 
to be seen at South by Southwest or one of 
those New York gigs.’’

Popovich also has some forward thinking 
ideas about Cleveland International. He’s 
talking about starting an Internet radio sta-
tion and believes that to sell records you 
need to get them into unorthodox places, 
like hotel lobbies and drug stores, not just 
mega-record stores. 

‘‘I need a person who is a head of sales who 
has no rules, who can think into the next 
century,’’ he says. 

Still, there are some troublesome factors. 
‘‘It’s a questionable time to be doing what 

I’m doing, given the fact that people can now 
make their own CDs and that there’s MP3,’’ 
says Popovich. ‘‘The industry’s going 
through a lot of changes.’’

So why start Grappler? 
‘‘They’re kind of keeping me in balance,’’ 

he says. ‘‘There’s a whole new world of 19-
year-olds out there who don’t necessarily 
love ’N Sync or Backstreet Boys or what 
MTV is trying to shove down their throats. 
I’ve always loved that end of the business. 
Most of the artists I dealt with no one be-
lieved in, in the beginning.’’

That’s how he got all of those records on 
the wall.
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 
PREVENTION ACT OF 1999

HON. GEORGE W. GEKAS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 1999

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the 
NFL owners approved the use of an ‘‘instant 
replay’’ system to review controversial calls in 
football games. Well, it looks like the NFL is 
one step ahead of Congress. The Government 
Shutdown Prevention Act would be an ‘‘instant 
replay’’ for the budget, so there is never a 
threat of a shutdown as the clock ticks down 
on the fiscal year. There have been innumer-
able ‘‘controversial calls’’ as budget negotia-
tions have stalled and even completely broken 
down. The Government Shutdown Prevention 
Act allows appropriators to finish their work as 
funding levels automatically continue at the 
rate of the previous year: an ‘‘instant replay’’ 
that allows the Government to operate until a 
budget agreement is reached. An ‘‘instant re-
play’’ that allows senior citizens to get their so-
cial security checks on time, allows veterans 
to receive their benefits, and keeps federal 
workers on the job during budget negotiations. 
I’d say Congress ought to take a page out of 
the NFL play book and pass H.R. 142, the 
Government Shutdown Prevention Act. 
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MY COMMITMENT TO REPEALING 
THE JONES ACT 

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 1999

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, American ag-
ricultural producers today do not have access 

to domestic deep-sea transportation options 
available to their foreign competitors. There 
are no bulk carriers operating on either coast 
of the United States, in the Great Lakes, nor 
out to Guam, Alaska, Puerto Rico, or Hawaii. 
This places Colorado producers at a competi-
tive disadvantage because foreign producers 
are able to ship their products to American 
markets at competitive international rates 
whereas U.S. producers are not. 

Colorado agricultural producers also need 
access to deep-sea transportation options be-
cause other modes of transportation are often 
expensive, unpredictable, or unavailable. The 
rail car shortage we experienced in 1997 
could have been averted if just 2% of domes-
tic agricultural production could have traveled 
by ocean-going vessel. With continued record 
harvests anticipated across our state, the bot-
tlenecks and congestion on rail lines could 
easily happen again. This raises rail rates to 
artificially high levels at a time when com-
modity prices are already depressed. This in 
turn raises the costs of production, lowers in-
come, and makes it more difficult for Colo-
rado’s producers to compete against sub-
sidized foreign products. 

The reason there are no domestic bulkers 
available to agriculture shippers is because of 
an outdated maritime law, known as the Jones 
Act, which as passed in 1920 in an effort to 
strengthen the U.S. commercial shipping fleet. 
This law mandates any goods transported be-
tween two U.S. ports must travel on a vessel 
built, owned, manned, and flagged in the 
United States—no exceptions. The domestic 
fleet has languished under the Jones Act be-
cause it is prohibitively expensive to build new 
ocean-going vessels in U.S. shipyards. 

Only two bulkers have been built in U.S. 
shipyards in the last 35 years, which has left 
our country with the oldest fleet in the industri-
alized world. To contract for a new ship would 
cost an American operator over three times 
the international non-subsidized rate, almost 
assuring no new bulkers are built in the United 
States. 

At a time when we should be fighting ever 
harder to open foreign markets, reduce unnec-
essary costs and regulatory burdens, and pro-
mote sales of American products, we should 
not be imposing artificial costs and burdens on 
Colorado’s hardworking agriculture producers. 
I will continue my work in Congress to repeal 
the Jones Act and assure a more efficient and 
cost-effective system for transporting agricul-
tural goods to market. 
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TRIBUTE TO THOMAS FERNANDEZ 

HON. HEATHER WILSON 
OF NEW MEXICO 

G1IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 1999

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to bring 
to your attention an award won by Thomas 
Fernandez, a 12-year-old resident of our great 
community, Albuquerque, NM. Thomas 
Fernandez is the 1999 BMX Grand National 
Champion for his age group. 

Thomas began competing when he was 41⁄2 
years old. He has more than 200 trophies dis-
played at his family’s home in Barrio de 

Duranes. This is the second time Thomas has 
taken this prestigious national title. The first 
time was in 1992 at the age of 6. 

Please join me in recognizing this achieve-
ment of Thomas Fernandez and wish him con-
tinued success. 
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OPPOSING COMMUNISM 

HON. TOM DeLAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 1999

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I commend the 
following remarks given by Paul Harvey in a 
radio broadcast on March 16, 1999 to my col-
leagues.

[Excerpt from Paul Harvey News, March 
16, 1999] 

When Communism was threatening to take 
over the world there were Americans with di-
vided allegiance. Communists had infiltrated 
some high places into the United States. A 
lean young traitor was able to walk out of 
the Supreme Court building with two char-
acter references in his briefcase. 

In Hollywood individuals suspected of com-
munist sympathies were blacklisted. Some 
were denied employment for years. Less well 
known is the Hollywood blacklist of ANTI 
communists and this one still exists. 

March 21, next Sunday; in Los Angeles, 
California at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 
there will be a ceremony of support for the 
actors and actresses who have been 
blacklisted because they dared oppose com-
munism. Adolph Menjou, Elia Kazan, and 
recognition for his red-white and blue col-
leagues: Writer Jack Moffitt, Richard Ma-
caulay, Morris Ryskind, Fred Niblo, Junior. 
Albert Mannheimer who dared fight com-
munists within the Screen Actors Guild. 

Most of these who opposed communism 
never worked in Hollywood again. They rep-
resent the ‘‘other blacklist.’’ And it is not 
limited to Hollywood. 

All media include some whose patriotism 
is diluted and to whom anybody consistently 
on the right is anathema. They hated 
Reagan and still do. 

Such is the ‘‘new discrimination’’ a new or-
ganization has taken root to protect the 
civil rights of the American right. The 
American Civil Rights Union chaired by Rob-
ert Carlson and with a board comprised of 
Bob Bork, Linda Chavez, Ed Meese, Joe Per-
kins, Ken Tomlinson. 

In my professional experience there is 
less—left-right—polarization in our nation 
than ever in this century. But what it is is 
insidious, entrenched, tenacious. Until the 
day when there will be need for an ACLU or 
an ACRU . . . it is constructive that we now 
have both.
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AFL–CIO MAKES GOOD SENSE ON 
TRADE 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 1999

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the most important issues on which 
many of us are now working is to forge poli-
cies which allow us to get the benefits of the 
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