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today. The key is that the money necessary to 
provide coverage to people who cannot afford 
it comes from the administrative savings 
achieved through the elimination of the insur-
ance company middle man. Americans are 
freed from the hassle of obtaining and keeping 
their insurance and have a federal guarantee 
that their health care costs will be paid for, re-
gardless of who their employer is, where they 
move, or how their personal or family situation 
changes. 

In addition to providing realistic and afford-
able financing, the bill provides quality assur-
ance mechanisms that enhance system-wide 
quality and truly protect the consumer. It at-
tempts to end the interference between doctor 
and patient. It establishes a system of profiling 
practice patterns to identify outliers on a sys-
tematic basis. Pre-certification of procedures 
and hospitalization (getting permission from in-
surers before your doctor can treat you) is 
prohibited except for case management of cat-
astrophic cases. 

Practice guidelines and outcomes research 
are emphasized as the main quality and utili-
zation control mechanisms which gives physi-
cians latitude to deviate from cookbook medi-
cine where required for individual cases with-
out going through intermediaries. Only if prac-
titioners consistently deviate are they subject 
to review to ascertain the basis for the pattern 
of practice. This system includes mechanisms 
for education and sanctions including case-by-
case monitoring when the review indicates se-
rious quality problems with a specific provider. 

The need for a 1:1 ratio of primary care 
physicians to specialists is explicitly set forth. 
Federal funding to graduate medical education 
is tied to achieving this ratio. Funding to the 
National Health Service is also provided to 
achieve this goal. 

Special grants are provided to meet the 
needs of underserved areas through en-
hanced funding to the community health cen-
ters, both rural and urban, to enable outreach 
and other social support mechanisms. In addi-
tion, states have discretion to make special 
payment arrangements to such facilities to im-
prove local access to care. It is anticipated 
that the revenue streams established for the 
public health service, community health cen-
ters, and education of primary care providers 
will double the primary care capacity of rural 
and other underserved areas in this country. 

In summary, the American Health Security 
Act will provide all the citizens with the health 
care they need at a price both they and their 
country can afford. It is clear that we cannot 
afford the price of doing nothing. 
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EXPOSING RACISM 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 18, 1999

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, in my continuing efforts to document and 
expose racism in America, I submit the fol-
lowing articles into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD.
OFFICERS ACCUSED OF USING RACIAL SLURS, 

BREAKING BOY’S ARM 
LAS VEGAS (AP).—Two Las Vegas off-duty 

police officers are accused of taunting 

schoolchildren with racial slurs and breaking 
the arm of a 12-year-old boy while arresting 
him. 

The Metropolitan Police Department is in-
vestigating, and the mother of Parrish 
‘‘Pookie’’ Young Jr., whose arm was broken, 
has contacted an attorney. 

Police Department spokesman Lt. Rick 
Alba said Thursday the department began an 
internal investigation after the Wednesday 
morning incident though Tammy Lyons, 
Pookie’s mother, has yet to file a complaint 
with the department’s Internal Affairs Bu-
reau. 

Lyons’ aunt, Caroline Lyons, said Pookie 
was cited for resisting arrest and impeding 
traffic, both misdemeanors. She said her 
great-nephew’s arm was broken between the 
elbow and the shoulder. 

Twelve-year-old Alex Solomon said the in-
cident began when he, Dwayne Childs, 13, 
and Pookie met to go to school about 7 a.m. 
Wednesday. After making their morning trek 
to a doughnut shop, they walked to their 
school bus stop at Mojave Road and Charles-
ton Boulevard. 

Alex said their friend, Zaya Thompson, 12, 
had a can of potato chips, which she tossed 
to them. The can went into the street, Alex 
said, and he and Pookie chased after it. 
Then, he said, they started ‘‘play 
fighting’’over it. 

An unidentified woman stopped her car at 
that time and told them to stay out of the 
road because they could get hurt. 

Just behind her was a Las Vegas police 
squad car and a white vehicle. An officer in 
uniform got out of the squad car, and an-
other man, who identified himself as an offi-
cer, got out of the white vehicle. 

The officers scolded the children for run-
ning into the street at the school bus stop, 
but Alex and another student, Candance 
Reynard, 11, said the officers then started 
using racial slurs. All the children involved 
in the incident are black. 

One of the girls at the bus stop yelled an 
expletive to the officers. Another girl re-
peated the derogatory rebuff, and Pookie 
started laughing. 

‘‘I said, ‘A-hahaha,’ ’’ the 12-year-old said. 
‘‘One of the men said, ‘This ain’t no joke. 
Bring your little ass over here.’ ’’

Pookie said he dropped his school books 
and walked toward the two. When he was 
within arm’s reach, they grabbed him and 
slammed him against the police car, he said. 

‘‘Pookie walked over to the cop, to the car, 
and as he was walking over, as soon as he got 
near them, they took him,’’ said Gary Ham-
ilton, 26, who was driving the school bus the 
children were waiting to board. 

‘‘And one cop has his head down, and the 
other tried to get, I guess, what looked like 
an arm bar,’’ he said, referring to a method 
of immobilizing someone’s arms. 

Pookie’s left arm then ‘‘just gave away,’’ 
Hamilton said. The officers then took Pookie 
to University Medical Center. 

FREE SPEECH AT HEART OF CASE INVOLVING 
STUDENT DENIED LAW LICENSE 

(By Tara Burghart) 
EAST PEORIA, IL. (AP).—In three years of 

law school Matt Hale made decent grades, 
participated in student groups, played violin 
in two orchestras—and worked to revive a 
white supremacist group that advocates ‘‘ra-
cial holy war.’’

A state panel that reviews the ‘‘character 
and fitness’’ of prospective lawyers says 
that’s reason enough to refuse Hale a law li-
cense. That ruling in turn has prompted de-
bate about the balance between free speech 

and an attorney’s obligation to uphold the 
nation’s bedrock belief of equal justice under 
the law. 

‘‘The idea that I can’t be lawyer because of 
my views is ludicrous. Plain and simple,’’ 
Hale says, sitting in a home office where an 
Israeli flag serves as a doormat, swastika 
stickers decorate the walls and the flag of 
Hale’s group, the World Church of the Cre-
ator, hangs from a window. 

Hale’s effort to gain a law license has at-
tracted some unlikely supporters, including 
the Anti-Defamation League and renowned 
attorney Alan Dershowitz, who says he may 
help Hale appeal the inquiry panel’s ruling. 

‘‘Character committees should not become 
thought police,’’ Dershowitz said. ‘‘It’s not 
the content of the thoughts I’m defending, 
it’s the freedom of everybody to express 
their views and to become lawyers.’’

Hale, 27, grew up in East Peoria, a blue-col-
lar town on the Illinois River. By his own ac-
count he was immersing himself by age 12 in 
books about Nazis and formed a ‘‘Little 
Reich’’ group at school. In high school and at 
Bradley University he attended ‘‘white 
power’’ rallies and sent letters filled with ra-
cial slurs to newspapers. 

He also had a few brushes with the law, in-
cluding a citation for littering after trying 
to distribute racist newspapers to homes in 
Pekin. 

While attending Southern Illinois Univer-
sity law school Hale was elected head of the 
World Church of the Creator. The Anti-Defa-
mation League says the group was one of the 
most violent of its kind in the early 1990s; 
one member was convicted of killing a black 
Gulf War veteran in 1991 in a Florida parking 
lot. 

After the veteran’s family won $1 million 
from the church in a lawsuit and its founder 
died, the church foundered, only to experi-
ence a resurgence under Hale, according to 
the league. Hale’s claim of up to 30,000 sup-
porters cannot be verified. 

Hale graduated from SIU in May 1998, 
passed the bar exam and was hired by a 
Champaign law firm that now says it knew 
nothing about his views. 

To receive a law license, Hale and other 
prospective lawyers are required to appeal 
before a judge or attorney working on behalf 
of the Illinois Supreme Court’s committee 
on character and fitness who look for prob-
lems including dishonesty, criminal activity, 
academic misconduct or financial irrespon-
sibility. 

All but 25 of more than 3,000 applicants last 
year were approved at that initial stage. 

Hale was not, and then a three-member in-
quiry panel voted 2–1 in December not to 
give him a license. 

‘‘The balance of values that we strike 
leaves Matthew Hale free, as the First 
Amendment allows, to incite as much racial 
hatred as he desires and to attempt to carry 
out his life’s mission of depriving those he 
dislikes of their legal rights,’’ panel mem-
bers wrote. 

‘‘But in our view he cannot do this as an 
officer of the court.’’

Illinois officials say the last case similar 
to Hale’s was in the early 1950s, when a law 
student refused to take an anti-Communist 
loyalty oath. The U.S. Supreme Court last 
considered a similar case in 1971, when two 
applicants for law licenses in other states 
would not reveal their political beliefs. The 
court ruled in their favor. 

The Anti-Defamation League believes Hale 
shouldn’t be denied a law license because of 
the ‘‘slippery slope’’ it creates, said Andrew 
Shoenthal, assistant director in the group’s 
Chicago office. 
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For instance, Shoenthal asked, could a 

prospective lawyer who opposes abortion or 
supports school prayer be denied a license if 
a majority in his community held an oppo-
site view? 

The Illinois State Bar Association has yet 
to take a position on Hale’s case, but spokes-
man Dave Anderson said the case ‘‘is a hot 
topic (among lawyers) right now, with spir-
ited debate on both sides.’’

Hale, meanwhile, was fired in November by 
the law firm because he couldn’t obtain a li-
cense. He lives with his parents in East Peo-
ria, operating out of an office in their home. 

When he’s not talking about his white su-
premacist beliefs, Hale seems intelligent, po-
lite, and articulate. 

‘‘I can’t name a Hollywood movie that 
made white supremacists look good,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We’re always portrayed as hate mon-
gers, villains, uneducated, missing all our 
teeth, having a shotgun in the backseat and 
chewing tobacco.’’

Hale is optimistic he’ll get his license and 
plans to open a solo practice because no law 
firm is likely to hire him. His plans include 
challenging affirmative action laws and the 
littering law for which he was cited. 

‘‘For me, the true test of character is 
whether a person says what they think, 
which is what I have always done,’’ Hale 
said. ‘‘I believe I show more character than 
most attorneys in that I actually practice 
what I preach.’’

STUDENT PLEADS GUILTY TO SENDING 
THREATENING E-MAILS 

LOS ANGELES (AP).—A college student has 
pleaded guilty to federal civil rights charges 
that he e-mailed hate messages to dozens of 
Hispanics around the country. 

Kingman Quon, 22, of Corona pleaded 
guilty Monday in federal court to seven mis-
demeanor counts of interfering with feder-
ally protected activities. 

Specifically, he was accused of threatening 
to use force against his victims with the in-
tent to intimidate or interfere with them be-
cause of their national origin or ethnic back-
ground. 

It was only the second federal civil rights 
prosecution involving e-mail threats. 

Quon could face up to seven years in prison 
and nearly $700,000 in fines when he is sen-
tenced on April 26, although he is expected 
to receive a 2-year sentence under a plea bar-
gain. 

Quon, who was charged in January, re-
mains free on bail pending sentencing. 

Quon, a Chinese-American, said outside 
court that he ‘‘snapped’’ and sent the mes-
sages in March because he couldn’t stand the 
pressures of being ‘‘a high-achieving college 
student.’’

He is a marketing major at California 
State Polytechnic University, Pomona. 

Quon sent the same racially derogatory e-
mail to 42 professors at California State Uni-
versity, Los Angeles and 25 students at Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology. 

‘‘The only reason you people are in state 
colleges is because of affirmative action,’’ 
the message read. 

One copy went to Assemblywoman Gloria 
Romero, D-Alhambra, a former Cal State 
psychology professor. 

Quon also sent the message to employees 
of Indiana University, Xerox Corp., the 
Texas Hispanic Journal, the Internal Rev-
enue Service and NASA’s Ames Research 
Center. 

Outside of court Monday, Quon apologized 
for the messages and asked the victims to 
forgive him. 

The only other federal hate e-mail prosecu-
tion involved Richard Machado, 21, a natu-
ralized citizen from El Salvador who flunked 
out of the University of California, Irvine. 
He was convicted last year of sending mes-
sages to 59 Asian students on campus, alleg-
edly out of anger because he felt their good 
grades were raising the standard for others. 

He was sentenced to a year in jail and was 
ordered to undergo racial tolerance coun-
seling.

SPEEDY RULING SOUGHT FOR AYERS ISSUE 
AFFECTING USM-GULF COAST 

JACKSON, MISS. (AP).—The State College 
Board will meet Thursday with its lawyers 
to discuss questions raised in a complaint 
over whether university expansion on the 
Gulf Coast will impact the historically black 
colleges. 

Last week, plaintiffs in a long-running col-
lege desegregation lawsuit filed papers ask-
ing U.S. District Judge Neal Biggers Jr. of 
Oxford to hold up the University of Southern 
Mississippi Gulf Coast expansion. 

Alvin Chambliss Jr., a law professor at 
Texas Southern University and lead attorney 
for plaintiffs in the lawsuit, questioned the 
admissions policies at USM/Gulf Coast oper-
ations. 

Chambliss also said he feared the USM up-
grades could interfere with state funding 
needed for court-approved remedies. 

The desegregation case began in January 
1975 when the late Jake Ayers Sr. of Glen 
Allan sued, accusing Mississippi of neglect-
ing the state’s three historically black uni-
versities—Jackson State, Alcorn and Mis-
sissippi Valley State. The U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled in 1992 that Mississippi operated 
a segregated college system. 

USM wants $2 million for Gulf Coast ex-
pansions. That includes funds for USM-Long 
Beach and creation of a multi-university 
higher education center. The Legislature has 
not yet acted on the money. 

‘‘We all hope it doesn’t hold up things,’’ 
said College Board member Nan Baker of Wi-
nona. ‘‘A speedy ruling (from the judge) 
would be best for everybody concerned.’’

The College Board endorsed the USM/Gulf 
Coast expansion by a 7–5 vote last month. 
Critics say Mississippi can’t afford what may 
become a ninth university. 

Reports from the College Board did not 
spell out the racial makeup of USM/Gulf 
Coast programs, Chambliss said. 

The USM plan would add 150 freshmen next 
fall to the Gulf Park campus at Long Beach 
and 750 freshmen and sophomores over a five-
year period. The board plan also proposes a 
USM-led higher education center on the Gulf 
Coast. It would allow five universities in-
cluding Jackson State and Alcorn State, and 
a community college, to teach classes. 

‘‘Persons from every sector of the Gulf 
Coast support what we are doing,’’ said USM 
President Horace Fleming Jr. ‘‘We have sup-
port from leaders in the black community. 
We think it would help everybody.’’

Sen. David Jordan, D-Greenwood, is urging 
the Legislature to more than triple the $4.7 
million the College Board is seeking for 
Ayers funding for the three historically 
black universities.

LEGISLATION FOR ACTION ON 
MISSING ISRAELI SOLDIERS—
H.R. 1175 DIRECTS THE U.S. GOV-
ERNMENT TO PRESS THIS MAT-
TER WITH MID–EAST GOVERN-
MENTS 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 1999

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, almost 17 years 
ago, three Israeli soldiers were captured in 
northeastern Lebanon following a tank battle 
with Syrian and Palestinian forces near the 
town of Sultan Yaqub. One of the men was 
Sgt. Zachary Baumel, an American citizen liv-
ing in Israel. His parents also live in Israel and 
also are American citizens. The other two 
Israeli soldiers captured at Sultan Yaqub are 
Tzvi Feldman and Yehuda Katz. 

According to press and intelligence reports, 
a pro-Syrian faction of the Palestinian Libera-
tion Organization (PLO) had custody of these 
three men initially, but the faction later split 
from the PLO and took the three prisoners 
with them. Just hours after the soldiers were 
captured, western journalists in Damascus and 
Syrian radio reported that three Israeli soldiers 
were paraded through the streets of Damas-
cus in a victory parade. 

Over 10 years later, in 1993, the families of 
the MIAs hoped their ordeal might be over 
when Palestinian Authority Chairman, Yasser 
Arafat, returned half of Baumel’s army dogtag 
to Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and promised 
to provide additional information regarding the 
MIAs of Sultan Yaqub. Over 5 years have 
passed since that time, and no additional in-
formation has been forthcoming from Chair-
man Arafat. 

According to the Israeli newspaper Ma’ariv 
(April 24, 1994), French President Jacques 
Chirac raised the issue of the three prisoners 
during a visit to Lebanon. He reported on his 
conversations in Beirut: ‘‘I spoke to my friend, 
the Prime Minister of Lebanon, and he told me 
in no uncertain terms that only [Syrian Presi-
dent Hafez al] Assad knows what happened to 
the [Israeli] POWs.’’ Syrian officials, however, 
have repeatedly denied knowledge of the 
missing men. 

Syrian practice in the past has been to deny 
publicly holding such individuals. For example, 
the Syrians repeatedly denied knowledge of a 
group of Palestinians whom they held for over 
a decade; the Palestinian prisoners only be-
came known when the Syrian government re-
leased them in 1995. On the basis of this ex-
perience with Syria, it is quite possible that 
these Israeli MIAs are still alive and under 
Syrian control. 

Mr. Speaker, I have chosen to introduce this 
legislation today because this day holds great 
significance for the Jewish people. Today is 
the first day of the month of Nissan on the 
Jewish calendar. Nissan is a very important 
month because Jews from around the world 
celebrate Passover and join with their families 
in the observance of the holiday of freedom in 
this month. 

It is in the spirit of this month that I ask my 
colleagues in the Congress to join me in help-
ing Zachary Baumel, Tzvi Feldman, and 
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