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Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, will the 

Senator yield for a brief comment? Be-
cause I know the Senator from West 
Virginia wishes to speak on this. 

I want to be clear. I think the rec-
ommendation and the suggestion of the 
Senator from Alaska, which is con-
sistent with what the Senator from 
West Virginia and he both said today 
to the President, is a good idea. I per-
sonally am prepared to accept that. 

I just add one caveat. I need another 
3 or 4 minutes to run the traps. I want 
to make it clear, I accept this. I accept 
this personally. I think it makes sense. 
But I have calls in to several of our col-
leagues as to whether or not, since 
they were part of this on our side, they 
will go with this. I am confident. I be-
lieve they will. But I just want to be 
absolutely clear, and I think we should 
proceed. But I see the Senator from 
West Virginia who wishes to speak. I 
think it is a great and significant com-
mitment that he has made with regard 
to the nonpermissive piece of this. I 
think it makes sense. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I with-
hold my request to cosponsor until I 
know the section 2 is in the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia holds the floor. 

Mr. WARNER. I yield the floor. 
Mr. KERRY addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Massachusetts. 
Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, may I in-

quire of the Senator how long he 
thinks it might be before we may be 
voting? 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, the 
Senator has inquired of me, and I am 
pleased to say by previous order we 
shall vote at 6:45 on a motion to table 
the Murkowski amendment. Following 
that, we hope to get back to the two 
other amendments. One is the amend-
ment of the Senator from Texas on 
Kosovo, and the other one is the distin-
guished majority leader’s amendment. 
I think we will dispose of them rather 
quickly and vote on the bill. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be permitted 
to speak as if in morning business until 
the time of the vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I also ask 
unanimous consent that Brendan 
O’Donnell of my staff be permitted the 
privilege of the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

‘‘STORM IN MY MIND’’

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I want to 
speak for a few minutes today about a 
very special young man who has been 
working in my office as an intern over 
the last months and someone who has 

shared endless enthusiasm with me 
personally and with my staff, and who 
has taught a great many of us in my of-
fice in the extended Kerry political 
family a very important lesson about 
the ability of individuals to overcome 
learning disabilities and about the 
power of the human spirit. 

Brendan O’Donnell has a terrific 
story to tell. He comes from a wonder-
ful and loving family that has always 
encouraged him to set his goals high, 
to pursue his aspirations to the very 
best of his ability, and to refuse to 
allow any label or characterization of 
his potential to stop him. He is a young 
man who literally does not give up. 
Brendan’s character, his determina-
tion, his terrific attitude and positive 
energy that drive his efforts are really 
something to behold, Mr. President. 
They are, in so many ways, the lasting 
imprint of his father, my friend and the 
friend of many of us on this side of the 
aisle, the late Kirk O’Donnell, and of 
his mother, Kathy Holland O’Donnell. 

Kirk O’Donnell, many people may re-
call, was taken from us far too young, 
last year. I think all of us would agree 
that he left a lasting legacy, an im-
print on all of our lives. Brendan, of 
course, will also tell you that one of 
the people who encourages him and 
gives him such a huge amount of con-
fidence is his sister, Holly O’Donnell. 

We have been very lucky to have 
Brendan on our team these past 
months, and I look forward to con-
tinuing for a long time to get to know 
this young man even better. 

Brendan has written a speech for me 
about a subject that he believes is very 
important, and I agree with him it is. 
He thinks it is important that here in 
the Senate, and all across the country, 
in our homes, in our schools, that we 
start talking about the efforts we can 
make together, in partnership with one 
another, to help those with learning 
disabilities make the most of their own 
lives. 

Brendan’s remarkable achievements 
are testimony enough to what individ-
uals with learning disabilities can 
achieve. His words on this subject, 
though, are really something special. I 
would like to share with you what 
Brendan wrote. He said:

This is an important topic for kids today, 
kids like me. We should try to talk about 
learning disabilities and really get the point 
across—we can all be teachers about this 
subject. And we should all try to make a dif-
ference. 

I think that there should be a different 
name for learning disabilities. My Mom and 
I have thought a lot about this, and to me 
it’s not a disability—it’s just that I have 
something which causes a storm in my mind. 
When I look at something—I have to take 
my time and take it all in. People need to be 
understanding and make things clear to me. 
To do that, though, people need to know 
more about learning disabilities, whether 
they’re kids or adults. 

People need to know that they should not 
look down at us. They should try extra hard 

to be nice to us and not make fun of us. We 
are the same as everyone else—and if some-
one takes the time to teach us, to work with 
us to help us understand, we can do whatever 
we want. 

Right now I don’t think we do enough to 
help kids with learning disabilities. You 
don’t see enough people with learning dis-
abilities in the best jobs—even though they 
are bright enough, even though they are tal-
ented enough. This needs to change. 

It can happen, I think, if we have really 
good schools. I went to a high school called 
RiverView School. When you had a problem, 
when you needed special attention, they 
were willing to help. 

Our school did not believe in the kind of 
tests you put on paper—they thought it was 
best for us to push and test ourselves, That’s 
what I do every day. I test myself. 

That’s why I love to play sports. At our 
school anyone could play a sport. We had a 
cross country team, and a basketball team 
and swimming team and tennis team. And I 
learned a lot about swimming and trying my 
best when I played basketball and football. 

And now I want to push myself again. I 
want to go to cooking school, and learn to be 
a chef so that some day I can have a res-
taurant of my own in Massachusetts, in 
Scituate. It’ll be hard to do—but I’ll do it. 

I think there needs to be a program where 
kids with learning disabilities can learn how 
to do jobs in the real world, like cooking pro-
grams and art programs—progams so more 
kids can be like me. We can all try our best—
and we can all do our best—if we help each 
other and if we care about each other. That’s 
something I think we also need to take 
about in this country. 

Those are Brendan’s words, but I 
think he speaks for a lot of Americans, 
Americans who don’t let anyone put 
limits on their potential, Americans 
who have dreams and do not give up. I 
agree with Brendan—each of us, in our 
own personal way, should do all we can 
to help those Americans who get up 
every day and do their best to over-
come learning disabilities. And I thank 
Brendan for making that case better 
than any scientific study ever could. 

I have been lucky to know Brendan 
O’Donnell, to be inspired by his strong 
will, his good nature, and his work 
ethic. I am proud of the work he has 
done in my office. I want to offer him 
my warmest wishes as he leaves us to 
pursue his ambitions. I am looking for-
ward to the day when I can go to a res-
taurant in Scituate and know that 
Brendan O’Donnell is at once the owner 
and the chef, cooking up lobster and 
oyster for everyone. And I know that 
day will come because Brendan 
O’Donnell never gives up. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 

consent for 30 seconds? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I com-

mend my friend and colleague for shar-
ing with all of the Senate the really 
enormously sensitive, informed, and 
wonderful comments of Brendan. I, too, 
have known this young, extraordinary 
man, and know what a difference he 
has made in so many different lives. He 
really ought to be commended. 
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Brendan shared with the Senate, 

with all of us, these very eloquent 
words. I thank my friend and col-
league, and join with him in com-
mending Brendan and for all he has 
done, not only for my friend and col-
league, but for all of those who are fac-
ing challenges in the area of learning 
disabilities. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I thank 
my colleague, Senator KENNEDY. I par-
ticularly want to point out Brendan 
has just enjoyed his first floor privi-
leges and has been able to listen to his 
own words on the floor of the Senate. I 
think that is a great accomplishment 
and great thrill for him. 

I thank my colleagues, and I yield 
the floor. 

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 1999 

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill. 

AMENDMENT NO. 130 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is now 
6:45. By unanimous consent, the vote 
occurs on the tabling of the Murkowski 
amendment. 

The yeas and nays have been ordered. 
Mr. HARKIN. Parliamentary inquiry. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator will state his parliamentary in-
quiry. 

Mr. HARKIN. There is a vote now. 
What is the sequence of the votes that 
will take place? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is 
the only vote ordered, the motion to 
table the Murkowski amendment. 

Mr. HARKIN. Further parliamentary 
inquiry. After that vote is taken, then 
the floor will be open for further dis-
cussion on the Kosovo issue? 

Mr. STEVENS. We still have pending 
amendments, Mr. President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. After 
that vote is taken, we will be on the 
Lott amendment, amendment No. 142. 

Mr. HARKIN. Which is open for dis-
cussion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is de-
batable. 

Mr. HARKIN. I thank the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is on 
agreeing to the motion. 

The yeas and nays have been ordered. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll.
Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the 

Senator from Mississippi (Mr. COCH-
RAN) is absent because of a death in the 
family. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. AL-
LARD). Are there any other Senators in 
the Chamber who desire to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 40, 
nays 59, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 56 Leg.] 
YEAS—40

Baucus 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Bryan 
Chafee 
Cleland 
Collins 
Daschle 
Dodd 
Durbin 
Edwards 
Feingold 
Feinstein 

Graham 
Harkin 
Jeffords 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kerrey 
Kerry 
Kohl 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lugar 
Mikulski 

Murray 
Reed 
Reid 
Robb 
Rockefeller 
Sarbanes 
Schumer 
Snowe 
Torricelli 
Warner 
Wellstone 
Wyden 

NAYS—59

Abraham 
Akaka 
Allard 
Ashcroft 
Bayh 
Bennett 
Bond 
Breaux 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burns 
Byrd 
Campbell 
Conrad 
Coverdell 
Craig 
Crapo 
DeWine 
Domenici 
Dorgan 

Enzi 
Fitzgerald 
Frist 
Gorton 
Gramm 
Grams 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Hatch 
Helms 
Hollings 
Hutchinson 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Inouye 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lincoln 
Lott 

Mack 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moynihan 
Murkowski 
Nickles 
Roberts 
Roth 
Santorum 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith (NH) 
Smith (OR) 
Specter 
Stevens 
Thomas 
Thompson 
Thurmond 
Voinovich

NOT VOTING—1 

Cochran 

The motion to lay on the table the 
amendment (No. 130) was rejected. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI addressed the 
Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I urge adoption of 
the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

The amendment (No. 130) was agreed 
to. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I move to recon-
sider the vote. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate is not in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will please come to order. There is 
a pending motion to reconsider. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to lay that 
motion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. If the Senate will 
give us just a few minutes here, I ask 
unanimous consent that I may be al-
lowed to yield to the Senator from 
Texas for 3 minutes to discuss her 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, the Senator from Texas is 
recognized for 3 minutes. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

AMENDMENT NO. 81 WITHDRAWN 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, the 

amendment that is the regular order is 
my amendment on Kosovo. A lot has 
happened since I offered this amend-
ment early last week, because my 
amendment actually asks the Presi-

dent to come forward and tell us what 
he was going to do in Kosovo. This as-
sumed a peace agreement. It assumes 
that we would have a plan put in place 
before we would take action in Kosovo. 

Unfortunately, time has bypassed 
this amendment. Unfortunately, the 
President made up his mind, I think, 
before he ever talked to Members of 
Congress that we would bomb Kosovo. I 
think we are taking a very important 
step and one that I hope everyone will 
take seriously. 

Bombing a sovereign country that 
has not threatened the United States 
of America is a very serious step. I 
think we also need to look at the 
NATO mission. We are changing the 
mission of NATO without debate, with-
out a vote of Congress. We are turning 
NATO from a defense alliance to an al-
liance that has now decided it is going 
to take an offensive action against a 
country that is not in NATO. This is 
unprecedented. 

So I do think the President needs to 
come to Congress with a plan. If we are 
going to take step 1, we need to know 
what steps 2, 3, and 4 are. We need to 
know what could happen and what cir-
cumstances would cause us to have 
more commitments in the Balkans. 

Mr. President, I think it is premature 
for us to be doing what we apparently 
are going to be doing. But I think my 
amendment has been bypassed by time. 
So I am going to withdraw my amend-
ment and let the supplemental appro-
priations bill go forward on the prom-
ise from our leadership that we will 
take up a bill on Kosovo that will have 
teeth, that will have an up-or-down 
vote, as Congress is required to do 
when we have this kind of action by 
our military forces. 

So, Mr. President, I withdraw my 
amendment. I look forward to the de-
bate. I look forward to Congress exer-
cising its responsibility under the Con-
stitution that if there is going to be a 
war declared, that it will be Congress 
that will declare it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, the amendment is with-
drawn. 

The amendment (No. 81) was with-
drawn. 

AMENDMENT NO. 142 WITHDRAWN 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I now 

ask unanimous consent to withdraw 
amendment No. 142 that I submitted on 
behalf of the leader. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. That amend-
ment is withdrawn. 

The amendment (No. 142) was with-
drawn. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, third 
reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 
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