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What is the Federal Government 

doing about this problem? Since 1995, 
the budget for the INS has been sub-
stantially increased so that it is al-
most $4 billion for the current fiscal 
year. Congress has mandated that the 
INS add at least 1,000 new border 
agents every year until the year 2001, 
but has this been done? Is the INS 
using its $4 billion to enforce the letter 
and spirit of the 1996 Immigration Re-
form Act? The answer is a resounding 
no. 

In his latest budget, President Clin-
ton has decided to cut off funding to 
hire the new 1,000 agents. It seems that 
the Clinton administration has decided 
not only to undermine Congress’ get-
tough immigration laws, but to com-
pletely ignore them altogether.
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The Border Patrol is only the most 
obvious component of a system of law 
enforcement that should cover both the 
border and interior enforcement. Even 
though it continues to receive most of 
the attention, about 40 percent of all il-
legal aliens in this country came here 
legally and simply overstayed their 
visas. Therefore, interior enforcement 
is an integral part of protecting the in-
tegrity of our borders. 

Yet the INS field offices were re-
cently told that their interior enforce-
ment budgets would be cut by as much 
as 90 percent from last year’s level. The 
INS’s eastern region, covering States 
east of the Mississippi River, was told 
that its enforcement budget for fiscal 
year 1999 has been cut from more than 
$10 million down to $1 million. 

The INS has begun a policy of releas-
ing illegal aliens that they feel they 
cannot afford to detain. The INS plans 
to release at least 2,000 illegal immi-
grants, including people who have been 
convicted of arson, armed robbery, 
manslaughter, drug trafficking, alien 
smuggling and firearms violations. A 
spokesman for the INS acknowledges 
that detainees who get released prob-
ably will not ever be deported, since 9 
out of 10 are never found again. 

Agents in field offices are being told, 
‘‘If you need money to do a case,’’ then 
simply ‘‘do not send it up.’’ A senior in-
vestigating official said that without 
more detention space, there is little 
point in arresting people because ‘‘they 
get home before you do.’’ 

The administration’s refusal to allo-
cate the appropriate funding for inte-
rior enforcement is not even the big-
gest hindrance to the enforcement of 
our laws. In what is called a major 
shift in strategy, the INS has decided 
to discontinue such practices as tradi-
tional workplace raids and instead em-
phasize only operations against foreign 
criminals, alien smugglers, and docu-
ment fraud. 

What should be done about this situ-
ation? Mr. Speaker, I call on you and 
my other colleagues to let officials at 

the INS and in the administration 
know that ignoring or undermining our 
Nation’s laws will not be tolerated. I 
call on each of us to throw a spotlight 
on the INS’s operations, to call them 
to task on laws that are being flouted 
and policies that have seemingly been 
forgotten. 

I would ask us all, if we wish to 
maintain our Nation of immigrants, of 
letting those who wait in line and bide 
their time and abide by the laws that 
we have in place so that they can come 
legally in this country, then we must 
not ignore the fact that our immigra-
tion lawyers are being ignored and the 
policies are not being enforced. 
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EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous to take the time previously 
allotted to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GREEN). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia? 

There was no objection. 
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, March 
is Women’s History Month, and I come 
to the floor of the House this evening 
to salute the mothers of Women’s His-
tory Month, the National Women’s His-
tory Project, known as ‘‘The Project.’’ 
The Project is from the 6th Congres-
sional District in California, the dis-
trict that I am proud to represent. 

About a year ago I traveled to Seneca 
Falls, New York to celebrate with my 
colleagues and our Nation’s women the 
150th anniversary of the women’s 
rights movement. This was truly a spe-
cial occasion because Sonoma County, 
which is my home district, is the birth-
place of the National Women’s History 
Project, the organization responsible 
for the establishment of women’s his-
tory month and a leader in the 150th 
anniversary of the women’s rights cele-
bration. 

The Project, the Women’s History 
Project, is a nonprofit educational or-
ganization founded in 1980, committed 
to providing education and resources to 
recognize and celebrate women’s di-
verse lives and historic contributions 
to society. Today they are repeatedly 
cited by educators, publishers, and 
journalists as the national resource for 
information on U.S. women’s history. 

Thanks to the Project’s effort, every 
March, boys and girls across the coun-
try recognize and learn about women’s 
struggles and contributions in science, 
literature, business, politics, and every 
other field of endeavor. 

As recently as 1970, women’s history 
was virtually unknown, left out of 
school books, left out of classroom cur-
riculum. In 1978, I was the chairwoman 
of the Sonoma County Commission on 
the Status of Women. At that time, I 
was astounded by the lack of focus on 
women. 

Under the leadership of Mary 
Ruthsdotter and through the hard 
work of these women, the celebration 
of International Women’s Day was ex-
panded and declared by Congress to be 
National Women’s History Week. To-
gether, the women of my district and 
the Project succeeded in nationalizing 
awareness of women’s history. 

As word of the celebration’s success 
spread across the country, State De-
partments of Education honored Wom-
en’s History Week; and, within a few 
years, thousands of schools and com-
munities nationwide were celebrating 
National Women’s History Week every 
March. 

In 1987, The Project petitioned Con-
gress to expand the national celebra-
tion to the entire month of March. Due 
to their efforts, Congress issued a reso-
lution declaring the month of March to 
be Women’s History Month. Each year 
since then, nationwide programs and 
activities on women’s history in 
schools, workplaces, and communities 
have been developed and shared. 

In honor of Women’s History Month, 
I want to praise Mary Ruthsdotter, 
Molly MacGregor, and Bonnie 
Eisenberg, who are the birth mothers 
for this very notion, which makes me, 
by the way, the midwife. I want to ac-
knowledge Lisl Christy, Cindy 
Burnham, Jennifer Josephine Moser, 
Suanne Otteman, Donna Kuhn, Sunny 
Bristol, Denise Dawe, Kathryn Rankin, 
and Sheree Fisk Williams. These are 
the women now working at the Project. 
All of these women serve as leaders in 
the effort to educate Americans of all 
ages. They educate them about the 
contributions of women in our society. 

Under strong and thoughtful leader-
ship by Molly MacGregor, the National 
Women’s History Project educated 
America about the 150th anniversary of 
the women’s rights movement. 

The Project was repeatedly called 
upon by the National Park Service, in 
particular the Women’s Rights Na-
tional Historical Park, to help them in-
tegrate women’s history into their ex-
hibits. Their ‘‘Living the Legacy of 
Women’s Rights’’ theme also made it 
possible for thousands of communities, 
local schools, employers, and busi-
nesses to support and celebrate the 
150th anniversary. The Project also 
launched a media campaign which edu-
cated the press about the proud history 
of the women’s movement. 

Further, the Project has been recog-
nized for outstanding contributions to 
women and children and their edu-
cation by the National Education Asso-
ciation; for diversity in education by 
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