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During World War II, Mrs. Johnston as-

sumed publication of the Scott County Times 
newspaper when her husband was called into 
the Army. She literally ‘‘did it all’’—writing, ed-
iting, and operating the printing press in order 
to get the paper published. Mrs. Johnston was 
a charter member of the Scott County Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
and was actively involved in the Forest Pres-
byterian Church. 

Mrs. Johnston’s pride and joy was her fam-
ily that included daughters Carol (Mrs. Bob 
Lindley), and Lynn (Mrs. Ben Catalina) and 
their families, her son Erle ‘‘Bubby’’ Johnston 
III, and his wife. 

Mr. Sid Salter, current editor and publisher 
of the Scott County Times said, ‘‘Fay Johnston 
was a great lady and matriarch of a great 
newspaper family in Mississippi. She and Erle 
dedicated their lives to this community and 
were good stewards of the newspaper. In re-
turn they had the respect of the community 
and many, many friends here. The Johnston 
family has left a great mark on this city and 
county.’’

The legacy Mrs. Johnston leaves behind 
may best be described as love of God, love of 
family, love of Mississippi and country, and 
certainly love of Scott County and the town of 
Forest. I wish to extend my sympathy to her 
family, while at the same time, express my ap-
preciation for her life of service. 
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
invite my colleague to join me in celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the founding of San 
Francisco State University. The university was 
established on March 22, 1899. For three dec-
ades I had the privilege of serving as a pro-
fessor of economics at this august educational 
institution, possibly the most ethnically diverse 
university in America. Then, as now, it had a 
commitment to provide a first-rate education to 
those who could not easily achieve one else-
where—first and second generation immi-
grants and the working class. 

My colleagues on the faculty of San Fran-
cisco State University are outstanding. They 
have received innumerable honors and 
awards over the years, including the Pulitzer 
Prize and the prestigious MacArthur ‘‘genius’’ 
grant. The all-round excellence of the faculty 
has created a curriculum renowned for its di-
versity. The creative writing, poetry, per-
forming arts, film, and journalism departments 
are all nationally acclaimed. The masters pro-
gram in biology was ranked first in the nation 
by the National Science Foundation for grad-
uates who went on to earn doctorates. In the 
astronomy department, Professor Goeff Marcy 
and Paul Butler discovered two planets orbit-
ing stars beyond our solar system in 1996, 
and they have discovered 10 more planets 
since then. 

Though the faculty’s academic strengths 
and excellent research are obvious, at San 

Francisco State teaching comes first. This 
school, which began as a teacher’s college, 
retains its dedication to educating its students. 
Academic appointments are competitive, and 
as a result San Francisco State has been able 
to hire the best. Professors are hired for their 
teaching ability and dedication, generally car-
rying a course load of four classes. 

Assigning teaching the number one priority 
has paid off in the classroom. Robert 
Corrigan, the excellent president of San Fran-
cisco State, says of the student experience: 
‘‘Students get a better education here. They 
are in a classroom with someone with a doc-
toral degree and 20 years of teaching experi-
ence, and there might be only 25 students in 
the class.’’

During its century of service to the Bay 
Area, San Francisco State University has 
awarded 185,020 degrees. Its students have 
gone on to successful careers in every con-
ceivable field, and even our current Mayor of 
San Francisco is a former student of the uni-
versity. Graduates and faculty of San Fran-
cisco State have also served with us here in 
the Congress. 

For the past hundred years San Francisco 
State University has educated and enriched 
the Bay area, the state of California, and our 
nation. I am honored to have contributed to 
this outstanding educational institution, Mr. 
Speaker, and I am delighted on this auspi-
cious anniversary to pay tribute to its tradition 
of diversity and excellence. San Francisco 
State is truly American in the best possible 
sense of the word—it provides the opportunity 
for anyone to excel. As an educator, as a 
member of the San Francisco State commu-
nity, and as a Californian, I congratulate San 
Francisco State University on its first century. 
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. FATEMEH 
AZODANLOO 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
bring to my colleagues attention the attached 
remarks on the condolences to the Rajavi and 
Azodanloo families, particularly to Mrs. 
Maryam Rajavi, Iran’s President-elect, at their 
loss.

With great regret, I learned of the death of 
Mrs. Fatemeh Azodanloo at the age of 75. I 
offer my condolences to the Rajavi and 
Azodanloo families, particularly to Mrs. 
Maryam Rajavi, Iran’s President-elect, at 
their loss. For the past 25 years, Mrs. 
Azodanloo was a comrade in arms in her 
daughter’s struggle for human rights and de-
mocracy. 

During both the shah and Khomeini eras, 
Mrs. Azodanloo was a firm supporter of the 
Resistance to establish democracy and 
human rights in Iran. She and her family 
were subjected to constant abuse by the 
shah’s officers and the theocratic mullahs. In 
the early 70s, her son Mahmood was arrested 
for cooperating with the Mojahedin by 
Savak—the vicious secrete police of the 
shah. Until the overthrow of the shah, she 
was harassed and her house raided by Savak 
and its notorious officers on many occasions. 

She came to know other Mojahedin family 
members during her visits to Mahmoud in 
the shah’s prisons. Along with them, she 
began to expose the violation of human 
rights by the shah and to raise money for the 
families of political prisoners. During this 
period, her daughter Nargess, was arrested 
and later on executed by Savak. In the early 
1970s, her daughter Maryam along with her 
other children made contact with the 
Mojahedin and began working for their 
democratic, humanitarian goals and ideals. 
During this period Mrs. Azodanloo helped her 
daughter Maryam, who had become a leader 
of the anti-shah student movement and a 
women’s rights activist. 

After the downfall of the shah in February 
1979, the Azodanloo family home became 
known in Tehran as a center for exposing 
Khomeini’s religious dictatorship. Mrs. 
Azodanloo expanded her efforts to spread the 
Mojahedin’s ideas in defense of human rights 
and democracy. She took every opportunity 
to expose Khomeini and his despotism under 
the name of Islam. She was also active dur-
ing her daughter Maryam’s candidacy in the 
first parliamentary elections, in which she 
received 250,000 votes despite rampant rig-
ging. 

On June 20, 1981, in response to the 
Mojahedin’s call, half a million people dem-
onstrated in Tehran. The protest against vio-
lations of democratic rights was turned into 
a blood bath on Khomeini’s order. From that 
night, the massacre of members and sup-
porters of the democratic forces, particu-
larly the Mojahedin, began. It was absolutely 
clear that the era of political activity had 
ended, and resistance was the only option. 
From then on, Mrs. Azodanloo, despite near-
ly 60, embraced an underground life. Despite 
the repressive atmosphere in Tehran, she 
lived in the Resistance’s bases, obtaining 
necessary supplies and drawing up security 
plans. 

At this time, her youngest daughter, 
Massoumeh, was wounded in an armed at-
tack by Revolutionary Guards, who am-
bushed her house in order to arrest her and 
her husband. She was pregnant when ar-
rested. She was brutally tortured, and at the 
age of 23 in September 1982, died under tor-
ture. Her husband, Massoud Izadkhah, was 
executed. 

Despite her sorrow, Mrs. Azodanloo never 
gave up, and persisted in her resistance, en-
couraging the Mojahedin in their struggle. 
She remained among the movement’s 
staunchest supporters, throughout the most 
difficult of times. 

Mrs. Fatemeh Azodanloo escaped from Iran 
in 1985. She remained active on behalf of the 
Resistance outside Iran, and always held 
dear the resistance forces inside Iran and in 
the National Liberation Army on the Iran-
Iraq border. At her request, a few months 
prior to her death, she left Paris for one of 
the NLA’s bases on the Iran-Iraq border, 
where she died in the company of her chil-
dren and grandchildren.
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Marion Joseph, an extraordinary citizen 
of San Mateo County, California, who will be 
inducted into the San Mateo County Women’s 
Hall of Fame on Friday, March 26, 1999. 
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