March 25, 1999

there are those who feel they must
come to the floor and, amidst partisan
vitriol and venom, misrepresent what
was done for the Nation’s veterans. Be-
cause, Mr. Speaker, I too have the
honor and privilege of serving on the
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
and it is time for some facts.

President Reagan said, ‘‘Facts are
stubborn things.” It is important for
my friend from California and all those
who would lampoon and lambast this
budget to understand this: An addi-
tional $1 billion was added for the Na-
tion’s veterans. $1,000 million, $1 bil-
lion, was added for our Nation’s vet-
erans. That is a fact.

The sad fact is the President of the
United States came to the well of this
House a few months ago and in the
span of 77 minutes made over 80 prom-
ises, but he failed to answer to the call
of the Nation’s vets. That is why a
version of his budget today received
only a handful of votes.

And I would just hope, Mr. Speaker,
that my friends on the minority who
say they want to help veterans will ex-
tend that help to young men and
women in the service now, giving them
the proper equipment and training.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, par-
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state it.

Mr. HAYWORTH. Is it appropriate
when announcing the orders of the day
to provide certain editorial comments?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not
appropriate.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, point of
order.

Is it appropriate when the gentleman
makes remarks on the floor that they
read the budget with——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will advise the Member that the
gentleman is not stating a point of
order.

AUTHORIZING SPEAKER, MAJOR-
ITY LEADER, AND MINORITY
LEADER TO ACCEPT RESIGNA-
TIONS AND MAKE APPOINT-
MENTS AUTHORIZED BY LAW OR
BY THE HOUSE NOTWITH-
STANDING ADJOURNMENT

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
notwithstanding any adjournment of
the House until Monday, April 12, 1999,
the Speaker, majority leader and mi-
nority leader be authorized to accept
resignations and to make appoint-
ments authorized by law or by the
House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 1999

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
business in order under the calendar
Wednesday rule be dispensed with on
Wednesday, April 14, 1999.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks on the subject of the spe-
cial order by the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. BILIRAKIS).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOD). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———

NATIONAL HOLIDAY TO HONOR A
NONVIOLENT FIGHT FOR JUS-
TICE; THE LIFE OF CESAR CHA-
VEZ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, a number
of us are rising this evening to com-
memorate the birthday next week of
Cesar Chavez, a great national hero
whose March 31 birthday we believe
should be recognized as a national holi-
day.

This Nation and the world lost a
great civil rights leader nearly 6 years
ago when Chavez died after a tireless
struggle for social change. March 31 is
a State holiday in my State of Cali-
fornia; and countless schools, roads, li-
braries, and other public institutions
have been named after Cesar Chavez. It
is now time that the entire Nation
honor his enduring legacy with a Fed-
eral holiday.

From humble beginnings in 1927 on a
small farm near Yuma, Arizona, Cesar
Chavez rose to be a major force in
American history, leading millions of
people to better lives, inspired by his
message of a nonviolent fight for peace
and justice.

As the son of migrant farm workers,
he knew well the oppression these
hard-working laborers faced. Influ-
enced by the writings of Ghandi and

5757

other proponents of nonviolence, he
began to register his fellow farm work-
ers to vote and then to educate them
about their rights to a safe workplace
and a just wage.

In 1962, Cesar Chavez and his family
founded the National Farm Workers
Association, which organized thou-
sands of farm workers to confront one
of the most powerful industries in our
Nation. He inspired them to join to-
gether and nonviolently demand safe
and fair working conditions.
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Through the use of a grape boycott,
he was able to secure the first union
contracts for farm workers in the
United States. These contracts pro-
vided farm workers with the basic serv-
ices that most workers take for grant-
ed, services such as clean drinking
water and sanitary facilities. Because
of Cesar Chavez’ fight to enforce child
labor laws, farm workers could also be
certain that their children would not
be working side by side with them and
would instead attend the migrant
schools that he helped to establish. In
addition, Cesar Chavez made the world
aware of the exposure to dangerous
chemicals that farm workers, in fact
all consumers, face every day.

But his influence extended beyond
agriculture. He worked in urban areas,
organized voter registration drives,
brought complaints against mistreat-
ment by governmental agencies. He
taught community members how to
deal with governmental, school and fi-
nancial institutions and empowered
many to seek further advancement in
education and politics. There are
countless stories of judges, engineers,
lawyers, teachers, religious leaders, I
might add Congressmen and other
hardworking professionals who credit
Cesar Chavez as the inspiring force in
their lives.

During a time of great social up-
heaval, he was sought out by groups
from all walks of life and religions to
help bring calm with his nonviolent
practices. Our country’s leaders joined
with Cesar literally and often figu-
ratively in prayer and in acts of soli-
darity in his many fasts for justice. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. sent Chavez a
message on the occasion of his first
fast. Dr. King told Chavez, ‘“‘Our sepa-
rate struggles are really one, a struggle
for freedom, for dignity and for human-
ity.”

It is that struggle that earned him
the admiration and respect of millions
of Americans, including those of this
Congressman and other of our col-
leagues who will join us tonight. We
represent a fraction of the cosponsors
of House Joint Resolution 22, which
would commemorate Chavez’ birthday
and his legacy with a Federal holiday.

I am proud that hundreds of people
from the area I represent, San Diego,
joined the thousands of people, in fact
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