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over 50,000, who came in caravans from 
Florida to California to attend the fu-
neral of this national giant which was 
held near the United Farm Workers 
headquarters in Delano, California. 

We in Congress must join them in 
their reverence and must make certain 
that the movement Cesar Chavez began 
and the timeless lessons of justice and 
fairness he taught be preserved and 
honored in our national conscience. To 
make sure these fundamental prin-
ciples are never forgotten, I urge my 
colleagues to support House Joint Res-
olution 22, which would declare March 
31 a Federal holiday in honor of Cesar 
Chavez. In his words, in the words of 
the United Farm Workers, sı́, se puede, 
yes, we can.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of Cesar Chavez not only be-
cause he was one of the great leaders of our 
country, but also because he was my friend. 
He was a man of courage, faith and love who 
shared his great strength with thousands and 
inspired millions of Americans. 

To know Cesar was to stand in awe of the 
enormous task he set for himself and the 
great moral leadership he gave to the cam-
paign to challenge injustice and achieve 
peaceful change. 

His struggle for oppressed farmworkers fired 
our conscience. He insisted that this nation 
acknowledge that every human being, regard-
less of origin, is of worth and is entitled to 
reach for a better tomorrow. 

What made Cesar Chavez larger than life 
was that he lived the principles of truth and 
courage he preached. He knew what it was 
like to be treated without respect, to work all 
day, everyday, with little to show for it. A less-
er man might have burned up with anger. But 
what burned inside Cesar Chavez was a love 
of justice. 

Cesar’s struggle for justice is far from over 
and we must continue to help others help 
themselves. 

In Congress, still today, there are bills that 
would bring foreign guestworkers into our 
fields. The growers still want cheap labor from 
foreign workers without those pesky rights 
won by the sweat and tears of Cesar and Do-
lores Huerta and Arturo Rodriguez and hun-
dreds of others. 

Cesar helped us see through the eyes of 
farmworkers—and what they saw was a dark 
and hopeless world. But under his leadership, 
farmworkers began to see a new world, one of 
strength and hope, united against poverty and 
exploitation. Under UFW contracts, they won 
higher pay and for the first time—health cov-
erage and pension benefits. 

This is how the legacy of Cesar Chavez 
was born—and we will never let it die! 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 
RECOGNIZING KIDNEY DONORS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
NETHERCUTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
recently introduced a resolution to rec-

ognize the generous contribution made 
by each living kidney donor to save a 
life and to acknowledge the advances 
in medical technology that have en-
abled living kidney transplantation to 
become a viable treatment option for 
an increasing number of individuals 
needing kidney transplant. 

Since 1989, over 250,000 Americans 
have lost their lives to kidney failure. 
In 1996, some 250,000 patients were 
treated for end stage renal disease. An 
additional 73,000 began treatment for 
the first time. Of those new patients, 
nearly half were persons with diabetes. 
Also in 1996, over 12,000 kidneys were 
transplanted in the United States. 
Thirty percent of these organs came 
from living donors. 

Over the last 10 years, the number of 
patients on the waiting list for a kid-
ney transplant has almost tripled, from 
14,000 to over 40,000. In 1988, the number 
of kidney donations made it possible to 
provide transplants to almost half the 
number of patients waiting for a kid-
ney. Because the numbers on the wait-
ing list have grown more quickly than 
the supply of organs, today only about 
a quarter will benefit from a trans-
plant. 

While the annual number of 
cadaveric kidneys available for trans-
plant has increased only about 40 per-
cent over the last 10 years, the number 
of living donors has increased over 100 
percent. From the period 1985 to 1994, 
the 10-year survival rate for dialysis 
patients was just 10 percent. Survival 
rates for patients with cadaveric kid-
ney transplants jumped to 55 percent. 
And for those who received a kidney 
from a living family member, fully 75 
percent would have the chance to live 
10 additional years. 

Thirty-three of my colleagues have 
expressed their support for this resolu-
tion by signing on as cosponsors. I in-
vite other interested Members of the 
House to recognize living kidney do-
nors by signing on to this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, just a week or so ago, I 
received a phone call from former Sen-
ator Jake Garn of Utah who served in 
the other body with great honor and 
distinction for many years. He called 
in support of this resolution because he 
as a father donated a kidney to one of 
his daughters, and she has lived very 
well over the last few years despite 
having some complications from diabe-
tes and other diseases. She has re-
cently undergone additional kidney re-
pair and is hanging in there today as 
we speak. 

The point is that Senator Garn and 
others are due great recognition for 
their commitment to their families, for 
their commitment to good health and 
for their self-sacrifice to make sure 
that others can live and have kidney 
transplants. Senator Garn is a wonder-
ful example of many other people who 
donate kidneys in this United States. 

I also urge the Committee on Com-
merce as it considers this resolution to 

take up this resolution at the earliest 
possible time to give hope to people 
who are in need of kidney transplan-
tation. 

This budget resolution which we 
passed today, I also want to add, makes 
due consideration for increases in bio-
medical research for the National In-
stitutes of Health. As a cochairman of 
the Diabetes Caucus along with former 
Representative Elizabeth Furse from 
Oregon, now the gentlewoman from 
Colorado (Ms. DEGETTE), we have over 
240 members of this House who have 
signed on to the Diabetes Caucus and 
who are supportive of diabetes research 
through NIH but also supportive of 
cancer research, Alzheimer’s research, 
multiple sclerosis research, polycystic 
kidney disease research and many 
other diseases that are going to be 
cured in our lifetimes, in the very near 
future, by increased funding for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and the per-
petuation of basic research to help cure 
disease and make life better for all of 
us as we age and go through health 
problems of our own or health prob-
lems that our families may have. 

I commend this House for passing 
this budget resolution, giving the Com-
mittee on Appropriations adequate 
flexibility to address National Insti-
tutes of Health. I hope that people will 
get involved in this resolution that I 
have introduced to recognize kidney 
donors. 

f 

GUN SAFETY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
do identify with the comments of my 
colleague, a livable community where 
our families are healthy. 

I wanted to reference just for a mo-
ment a concern about the health of 
American families. One-third of a cen-
tury ago, the automobile was the focus 
of our concern. Ralph Nader published 
a famous book on ‘‘Safe At Any 
Speed,’’ and this Congress, the Federal 
Government, the industry, embarked 
upon an aggressive program to make 
the automobile safer. As a result of ex-
tensive data collection, reengineering, 
legal regulation and, of course, the 
automobile for years has been person-
alized so it could only be operated by 
somebody authorized to use it, today 
we have seen spectacular increases in 
automobile safety and a reduction in 
deaths despite the fact that miles trav-
eled have exploded. 

Today, in many communities, gun vi-
olence is now surpassing the auto-
mobile as the major source of acci-
dental death. Today, I sponsored a 
forum on Capitol Hill with three lead-
ing experts to deal with gun violence. 
For every 90 minutes in this country, 
another child dies. The evidence was 
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overwhelming from these experts that 
gun violence can in fact be reduced. 

We had testimony from Professor 
Stephen Teret of the Johns Hopkins 
Center for Public Policy and Research; 
Dr. Steve Hargarten of the Firearm In-
jury Center at the Medical College of 
Wisconsin; and Dr. Garen Wintemute of 
the Violence Prevention Research Pro-
gram at the University of California-
Davis. What these gentlemen were able 
to demonstrate is that we can in fact 
take simple steps to do something 
about the epidemic of gun violence in 
our community. 

First and foremost, we can promote 
policies that promote safe gun storage. 
Starting with the State of Florida, 15 
States now have enacted legislation 
that promotes responsible gun owner-
ship and safe gun storage and we have 
seen a resulting reduction in firearm 
violence among children. 

Second, it does make a difference if 
we prevent criminals from gaining ac-
cess to guns at the front end, and there 
is persuasive evidence that by extend-
ing the prohibitions under the Brady 
law to more criminals, to prevent them 
from access to guns, that we can have 
a reduction in their use of guns in their 
hands. 

Finally, there was attention given to 
something that is often ignored, the 
design of weapons in the United States. 
Indeed, it is a sad commentary that 
there are more restrictions over the 
product safety of toy guns than of real 
guns. There is no reason for us to man-
ufacture and sell guns in this country 
today that do not tell you whether or 
not there is a bullet in the chamber. 
There is no reason today that we have 
to have guns with automatic clips that 
when you disengage the clip that it 
does not sweep the bullet from the 
chamber. For a few cents to a few dol-
lars, guns can be built that provide this 
safety device. Many have it. Trag-
ically, too many do not. 

Last, and I think most significant, 
there is no longer any reason for us not 
to personalize a gun just like we per-
sonalize a car with a key, so that some-
body who steals that gun, somebody 
who wrestles a gun away from a law 
enforcement professional would have 
that gun disabled. The technology is 
available today and it is sad that we 
have not yet taken steps to make sure 
that it is available to us. 

The same strategy that resulted in a 
dramatic reduction in automobile fa-
talities in this country can be em-
ployed to reduce gun violence. Get 
good information instead of spreading 
it over a dozen different agencies in the 
Federal Government. Have the courage 
to use and analyze that information 
and to implement policies that will 
make a difference for America’s fami-
lies. It is my fervent hope that as we 
talk about ways to make our commu-
nities more livable that we will take 
safe, simple, commonsense steps to re-

duce gun violence for the sake of our 
children. I hope this Congress has the 
courage to act.

f 

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida, Mr. BILIRAKIS, is 
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise proudly 
to celebrate Greek Independence Day, an 
event which marked the symbolic rebirth of 
democracy. 

On March 25, 1821, Greece finally rebelled 
against more than four hundred years of Turk-
ish oppression. The revolution of 1821 brought 
independence to Greece and emboldened 
those who still sought freedom across the 
world. I commemorate Greek Independence 
Day each year for the same reasons we cele-
brate our Fourth of July. It proved that a 
united people, through sheer will and 
perseverence, can prevail against tyranny. 
The lessons the Greeks and our colonial fore-
fathers taught us provide strength to victims of 
persecution throughout the world today. 

The Greek people, like our colonists, sought 
the right to govern themselves and determine 
their country’s destiny. In drafting our constitu-
tion, American colonial leaders cited Greek 
and Roman sources. The very basis of our 
constitution derives from Aristotle and was put 
into practice in ancient Rome. Our Founding 
Fathers emulated the efforts of the ancient 
Greeks in order to establish a balance of pow-
ers. The framers sought to avoid the disinte-
gration of government which marked other po-
litical systems throughout history. Polybius, an 
ancient Greek, wrote: ‘‘when one part, having 
grown out of proportion to the others, aims at 
supremacy and tends to become too domi-
nant, none of the three is absolute.’’

And so, today, we celebrate the independ-
ence of Greece and the principles of democ-
racy that have endured through the present 
day. 

By honoring the Greek struggle for inde-
pendence, we reaffirm the values and ideas 
that make our nation great. We also remem-
ber why freedom is so important. Abraham 
Lincoln said ‘‘what has once happened will in-
variably happen again, when the same cir-
cumstances which combined to produce it, 
shall again combine in the same way.’’

I want to provide some background on 
Greek Independence Day for the benefit of our 
colleagues who are not familiar with it. The 
war of independence, as many call it, began 
on March 25, 1821. Alexander Ypsilantis and 
4,500 volunteers assembled near the Russian 
border to launch an insurrection against four 
centuries of Ottoman rule. The Turkish army 
initially massacred the Greek volunteers, who 
were poorly organized and insufficiently 
armed. 

When news of Greek uprisings spread, the 
Turks killed Greek clergymen, clerics, and laity 
in a frigtening display of force. In a vicious act 
of vengeance in 1822, the Turks invaded the 
island of Chios and slaughtered 25,000 of the 
local residents. The invaders enslaved half the 
island’s population of 100,000. 

Although the Greeks lacked training, their 
leaders redoubled efforts to gain independ-

ence. ‘‘Eleftheria I thanatos’’—liberty or 
death—became the Greek patriots’ battle cry. 
Although many died, they were undeterred 
from their ultimate goal.

Many acts of heroism fill this history of the 
Greek war for independence. I would like to 
share some of these stories with you. 
Theodoros Kolokotronis was the leader of the 
Klephts, resilient Greeks who refused to sub-
mit to Turkish domination. The Klephts at-
tacked from their mountain strongholds by sur-
prise, battering their oppressors into submis-
sion. Kolokotronis assembled an army of 
7,000 men who prevented their rivals from re-
plenishing their provisions. 

Another great battle took place near Corinth. 
After a few weeks, the Turks were eventually 
defeated. Kolokotronis was successful be-
cause ordinary citizens displayed extraordinary 
courage and morale. Despite the odds, 
Kolokotronis managed to capture Tripolitsa 
and engineer the Greek victory over the Turk-
ish army of Dramali, which had invaded the 
Peloponnese with 30,000 men. 

Another wave of rebellion against Turkish 
oppression was ignited by the Suliotes, vil-
lagers who took refuge from Turkish authori-
ties in the mountains of Epirus. The fiercely 
patriotic Suliotes bravely fought the Turks in 
several battles. News of their victories spread 
throughout the region and encouraged other 
villages to revolt. When the Suliote women, 
left alone, learned that Turkish troops were 
fast approaching their village, they began to 
dance the ‘‘Syrtos,’’ a patriotic Greek dance. 
One by one, they committed suicide by throw-
ing themselves and their children off Mount 
Zalongo. They chose to die rather than sur-
render and face slavery. 

I recount these stories because they under-
score Greece’s absolute commitment to inde-
pendence. As we all know, the price of liberty 
can be very high . . . hundreds of thousands 
of lives. Socrates, Plato, Pericles, and many 
other great minds throughout history warned 
that we maintain democracy only at great cost. 
The freedom we enjoy today is due to the sac-
rifices made by men and women in the past. 

To continue living freely, we must also live 
responsibly. If people are to govern them-
selves democratically, then they must also 
govern themselves responsibly. The same 
holds true for nations. If not, either anarchy or 
tyranny will follow. 

Even as we speak, tensions persist around 
the globe, particularly between Greece and 
Turkey. One cannot enjoy the fruit of freedom 
without first planting the seeds of peace. Un-
fortunately, the struggle for peace continues in 
the republic of Cyprus today. 

Turkey still illegally occupies a large part of 
Cyprus, as it has since its brutal invasion—
code named ‘‘Attila’’—in 1974. Since the inva-
sion, 1,614 Greek-Cypriots and five Americans 
have been missing. Because of congressional 
influence, our government discovered the re-
mains of one of these Americans—a young 
boy, Andrew Kasapis, last year. 

Free people everywhere share a moral obli-
gation to promote democracy and end oppres-
sion. The United States has exerted its influ-
ence to promote peace in the middle east and 
northern Ireland. Now it is time to do the same 
in Cyprus. 

The United States cannot be the world’s po-
liceman, but we must help others who share 
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