April 12, 1999

Alive: Small Business Consumed By
Tax Filing Burdens.” The hearing will
begin at 1 p.m. on Monday, April 12,
1999, in room 428A Russell Senate Of-
fice Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO RALPH BOLING

e Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to Ralph
Boling for his service to the state of
Kentucky and the people of Hancock
County. Ralph recently completed a
special five-year term as Hancock
County’s Judge/Executive, during
which he led the county through a re-
markable period of growth and
progress.

Before beginning his political career,
Ralph was a farmer and businessman in
Hancock County, working as an oil
field driller, farmer, Hancock County
Road Foreman and as the Hawesville
Water Superintendent. His work out-
side of public service gave him the ad-
vantage of having first-hand knowledge
of the struggles of working families,
and shaped his desire to make a dif-
ference in the Hawesville community.

Following in his father’s footsteps,
Ralph’s first endeavor in politics was a
run for Hancock County Sheriff. He ran
successfully in 1969, and again in 1977,
serving two terms as Sheriff. In the
final months of his second term, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan appointed Ralph
as a United States Marshal for the
Western district of Kentucky. He ex-
celled as a U.S. Marshal and received a
second appointment under President
Reagan and a third appointment under
President George Bush. During his 12
years of service, Ralph received two of
the highly distinguished ‘‘Awards for
Excellent Performance.”

While Ralph was honored to work in
the Marshal’s service, and loved his
work under both President Reagan and
President Bush’s administrations, after
his third term he decided it was time
to exclusively serve the people of Han-
cock County. Ralph ran for Hancock
County Judge/Executive and was elect-
ed to serve a special five-year term.
Ralph always had the best interest of
the county at heart, and encouraged
the fiscal court to work together as a
team despite political differences.

During his term as Judge/Executive,
Ralph made great strides for Hancock
County. He successfully led the effort
to close the county landfill and was in-
strumental in assuring the construc-
tion of a new Emergency Services
Building. The county also built a new
fire station, and purchased additional
fire trucks and police cruisers for in-
creased public safety.

One of Ralph’s achievements as
Judge/Executive was his successful ef-
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fort to build and repair many county
roads. During Ralph’s last two years as
Judge, the fiscal court spent $2 million
on Hancock roads, and obtained state
funding to pave roads to Common-
wealth Aluminum and Willamette and
build bridges on Indian Hill and
Goernig Road. He also helped establish
the Hancock County Career Center.
Ralph envisioned a bright future for
Hancock County’s workers and busi-
nesses, and he believed this center
would be to the long-term benefit of
the county.

Ralph’s term as Judge/Executive has
ended, but Hancock County will feel
the effects of his accomplishments for
years to come. His motto was ‘‘To-
gether we can make a difference,” and
he has certainly proven this to be true.
Ralph worked together with local law
enforcement, state government, the
U.S. Marshal’s service and the Fiscal
Court to make tremendous differences
in people’s lives. My colleagues and I
thank you, Ralph, for your many years
of service to Hancock County, the
State of Kentucky and the United
States.®

——
TRIBUTE TO RUBY COHEN
e Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise

today to pay special tribute to a
unique and wonderful person who
graced the State of Connecticut and
who recently passed away at the age of
87, Mr. Rubin H. “Ruby”’ Cohen.

Ruby hailed from Colchester, Con-
necticut. He accomplished a great
many things during his exceptional
life. The son of Jewish immigrants,
Ruby made his mark at an early age.
At 15 years old, after quitting school,
Ruby went to work at a local hot dog
stand called Harry’s Place in
Colchester. Then at the age of 18, with
$300 borrowed from relatives, Ruby
Cohen purchased Harry’s Place, which
eventually became a popular stopping
point for travelers making their way
between Connecticut and the Rhode Is-
land beaches in the summer.

Soon, Governors, State Legislators,
and politicians were stopping in for a
bite to eat. It is at Harry’s Place that
my father, Thomas Dodd, came to meet
and befriend Ruby Cohen. My father
deeply valued this very special man
who was always honest with his opin-
ions and supportive throughout their
many years of friendship.

However, politicians did not go to
Harry’s Place simply to enjoy a hot
dog, but to rub elbows with one of Con-
necticut’s most influential lawmakers.
Unassuming in his presence, Ruby
Cohen was, in fact, considered a power-
ful political insider. He began his polit-
ical career in 1942 when he was first
elected to the state House of Rep-
resentatives. His popularity with the
voters of Colchester earned him 14
more terms in office during which he
became the first Democrat in 85 years
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to become the House Chairman of the
Appropriations committee, a position
he held for 12 years.

It was during his tenure as Chairman
that Ruby Cohen distinguished himself
as a legislator and also aided a cultural
renaissance in my hometown of East
Haddam. Back in 1959, The Goodspeed
Opera House, which sits quietly on the
Connecticut River just a short distance
from my home, was a dilapidated state-
operated garage in dire need of repairs.
When Ruby Cohen was approached by
one of his colleagues in the House who
expressed a desire to renovate the
structure, Ruby seized an opportunity
to enhance a community. He drafted a
bill appropriating $10,000 for the repair
of the building’s roof, successfully be-
ginning the creation of the Opera
House. Today, the Goodspeed Opera
House is a nationally renowned theater
with a reputation for excellence in the
arts. We have Ruby Cohen to thank for
recognizing the value and importance
of the arts within a community and for
providing this quiet Connecticut town
with an artistic outlet.

Ruby will also be remembered for his
commitment to preserving Connecti-
cut’s open spaces well before it became
an issue of national importance. He
played an integral role in the establish-
ment of one of Connecticut’s better-
known refuges, Gay City State Park in
Hebron. He spearheaded the restoration
of the Comstock Bridge in East Hamp-
ton. Also on his list of accomplish-
ments is the preservation of the
Gelston House, a historic hotel which
stands next to the Goodspeed Opera
House.

Mr. President, Ruby Cohen was an
honest man from meager beginnings
who went on to establish a reputation
in Connecticut as a respected law-
maker and friend. His death is a dif-
ficult loss for those who relied on his
political wisdom and personal support.
Even with his passing, we all may be
comforted in the thought that his spir-
it and memory may be found in so
many ways throughout a state he held
so dear. He is survived by his two sons,
David and Max, three daughters,
Susan, Margaret, and Mary Ann, nine
grandchildren, and one great-grand-
daughter. I offer my heartfelt condo-
lences to each of them.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO PAUL SLATER OF
LONDONDERRY, NEW HAMPSHIRE

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to recognize and
congratulate Paul Slater of London-
derry, New Hampshire for his out-
standing volunteerism and for being se-
lected to serve as President of the Lon-
donderry Lions Club for the next year.

Paul Began his volunteer work with
the Londonderry Lions Club in Sep-
tember 1995. His unwavering commit-
ment to the organization, its mission,
and its activism within the community
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