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SENATE—Tuesday, April 13, 1999 
The Senate met at 11:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore [Mr. THURMOND]. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John 
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer: 

Lord of creation, You have written 
Your signature in the bursting beauty 
of this magnificent spring morning in 
our Nation’s Capital. The breathtaking 
splendor of blossoms blankets the city 
with fairyland wonder. The daffodils 
and crocus have opened to express Your 
glory. Now, Lord, tune our hearts to 
join with all nature in singing Your 
praise. 

We thank You for the rebirth of hope 
that comes with this season of renewal. 
You remind us, ‘‘Behold, I make all 
things new!’’ As the seeds and bulbs 
have germinated in the earth, so You 
have prepared us to burst forth in new-
ness of life. We forget the former 
things and claim Your new beginning 
for us. Help us to accept Your forgive-
ness and be giving and forgiving people. 
Clean out the hurting memories of our 
hearts so that we may be open commu-
nicators of Your vibrant, creative spir-
it as we tackle problems and grasp the 
possibilities of this day for our beloved 
Nation’s future. By Your power. Amen. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
able Senator from Alabama is recog-
nized. 

Mr. SESSIONS. I thank the Chair. On 
behalf of the majority leader, I would 
like to make a few announcements. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. SESSIONS. This morning, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business until 12:30 p.m. Following 
morning business, the Senate will re-
cess until 2:15 p.m. to allow the weekly 
party caucuses to meet, and upon re-
convening at 2:15 p.m. the Senate will 
begin immediate consideration of the 
appointment of conferees with respect 
to the budget resolution. Therefore, 
Members should expect rollcall votes 
during today’s session of the Senate. 

The leader has also expressed his in-
tent to consider the budget conference 
report this week, with the hope of a 
final vote on that important legisla-
tion by Thursday. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
ENZI). Under the previous order, there 

will now be a period for the transaction 
of morning business. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON 
CALENDAR—S. 767 

Mr. SESSIONS. I understand there is 
a bill at the desk due for its second 
reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative assistant (John 
Merlino) read as follows:

A bill (S. 767) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a 2-month exten-
sion for the due date for filing a tax return 
for any member of a uniformed service on a 
tour of duty outside the United States for a 
period which includes the normal due date of 
such filing.

Mr. SESSIONS. I object to further 
reading of this bill at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bill will be placed on 
the calendar. 

Mr. SESSIONS. I thank my col-
leagues for their attention. 

(The remarks of Mr. SESSIONS per-
taining to the introduction of S. 768 are 
located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

f 

OSHA RESPONSIVENESS HEARING 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I also 
will take just a moment to express my 
personal appreciation to the Chair for 
chairing a very important sub-
committee hearing this morning on 
OSHA, hearing at that meeting from 
an individual from Alabama, Mr. Ron 
Hayes, whose son tragically was killed 
in a workplace accident and who has 
made it his personal cause to confront 
the problems in OSHA, to make sure 
that agency is responsive to real needs 
and is really working to improve the 
workplace and make it safer and not 
just be involved in bureaucratic paper-
work. It was an extraordinary hearing 
into a very important matter that can 
protect the lives and health of many 
people in the workplace and at the 
same time reduce bureaucracy and pa-
perwork. 

I Thank the Senator for his efforts. 
Mr. President, I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll.
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to proceed for 10 
minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AGRICULTURE 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I will 
take a moment to talk a little bit 
about agriculture. 

As the President knows, agriculture 
is a most important element in Wyo-
ming’s economy and to Wyoming’s cul-
ture. During this past week, I had a 
chance to visit with many people in 
Wyoming who are very concerned 
about agriculture and agricultural 
markets or the lack thereof. So I want 
to talk a little bit about my vision of 
the things we are doing and can be 
doing in Congress with respect to agri-
culture in this country. 

Certainly our purpose ought to be to 
strengthen markets so the price for ag-
ricultural products is enhanced and so 
family farmers and family ranchers are 
able to make a reasonable return on 
their investment and on their time. 

We have had a tough year in agri-
culture, in crops, and in livestock, and 
many of us have been working for some 
time to find some of the things that 
are appropriate for the Government to 
do to strengthen the agricultural sec-
tor. 

One of them, of course, is trade and 
the idea of reducing the unilateral 
sanctions we have had in place around 
the world. Many times in the past, 
countries such as Pakistan, when they 
set off the bomb and so on, we imme-
diately then did not trade with them. 
We have changed some of those unilat-
eral sanctions. They are not useful for 
any other reason than to penalize our 
own markets. 

We are pushing for stronger enforce-
ment of trade agreements, particularly 
in NAFTA, for example, where we need 
to make sure that they are being ad-
ministered properly, that goods are not 
being dumped, that goods are not com-
ing in from another country through, 
in this case, the member of NAFTA 
that benefited from that, and working 
to reduce unfair trade barriers which 
have existed and continue to exist 
around the world in interesting places, 
such as the European Union, where the 
President has just been. These are the 
kinds of things that seem to me to be 
totally unfair, where we open our mar-
kets to others and, in return, we have 
market barriers. 

I am very pleased with what is hap-
pening with regard to the negotiations 
with China. I am not pleased with all 
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