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business, Johnson’s Corner, which has been
named as one of the top ten best places in
the world to eat breakfast, and was the only
United States restaurant to be named. Found-
ed by Joe Johnson in 1953 along Interstate 25
before it was an interstate, it is now run by his
widow, Virginia, and stepson, Chauncey Tay-
lor.

What distinguishes Johnson’s Corner from
all the rest? According to Travel & Leisure
magazine, it's the restaurant’s cinnamon rolls.
Today, | wish to confirm that the “World Fa-
mous Cinnamon Rolls” are the best and de-
serve recognition as does the restaurant busi-
ness itself.

A way station for travelers driving the inter-
state highway, this old-fashioned, 24-hour
truck stop lit up with neon signs, serves up
cinnamon rolls and other good food on for-
mica-topped tables in a family atmosphere.
The nearly 50-year old business maintains a
great deal of pride in its service to a clientele
of farmers, truckers, cowboys, bikers, and
tourists. In addition, its location and hospitality
have proven to be a good place for Members
of Congress and other elected officials to hold
town meetings.

It is for these reasons | happily rise today to
honor the Johnson family and their employees
at Johnson’s Corner. | hold them up to the
House and to all Americans, as a fine exam-
ple of the best of America’s businesses. They
exemplify the industrious spirit and can-do-atti-
tude that have made America great.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE SIKH NA-
TION ON ITS 300th BAISAKHI DAY
SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE
SIKHS

HON. GARY A. CONDIT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 13, 1999

Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, on April 14, the
Sikh Nation will celebrate its 300th Baisakhi
Day. This is a major milestone for the Sikhs of
America and the world, and | would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate them on
this occasion.

More than 40,000 Sikhs came to Wash-
ington, D.C. this past weekend to celebrate
with a march organized by Dr. Gurmit Singh
Aulakh, President of the Council of Khalistan,
who is a friend of many of ours. The march
was a huge success, and | would like to con-
gratulate Dr. Aulakh and everyone who was
involved in this very successful event. Through
their hard work one of the largest groups that
Washington has seen in a long time showed
up to celebrate the Sikh heritage and declare
the need for a free and independent Khalistan.

There are about 500,000 Sikhs in the United
States. They are part of a vibrant 22-million
strong Sikh community around the world. They
have added to America in many different fields
of endeavor. Here the Sikhs live in freedom
and prosperity. Yet in their homeland, Punjab,
Khalistan, they suffer under the brutal tyranny
of the Indian government. Under this brutal
policy, the Indian government has murdered
more than 250,000 Sikhs since 1984. Thou-
sands more are held in Indian jails, most with-
out charge or trial.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Sikhism is an independent, monotheistic, re-
vealed religion. It is not part of any other reli-
gion, though it does have some beliefs that
are also held by other religions. Like Chris-
tians and Muslims, Sikhs have been victims of
the Hindu extremists who dominate Indian life.
Like Christians and Muslims, Sikhs are reli-
giously and culturally distinct from Hindu India.

The Sikhs have a heritage of self-rule. They
ruled Punjab independently from 1765 to
1849. No representative of the Sikh people
has ever signed the constitution of India, 51
years after India became independent. In Oc-
tober 1987, Khalistan declared itself inde-
pendent from India, much as we declared our
own independence in 1776. They created the
Council of Khalistan, headed by Dr. Gurmit
Singh Aulakh, to serve as the government pro
tempore and lead the peaceful struggle for
independence.

What we know as India never existed before
the British created it. Prior to the British con-
quest of South Asia, the region had many
countries which ruled themselves. Just as the
Soviet Union’s multiethnic empire collapsed,
so must India’s. It is inevitable. Given India’s
nuclear weapons and missile development,
the world must remain alert to make certain
that South Asia does not become another Bal-
kan Peninsula full of Bosnias and Kosovos.
The best way to do that is to work for peaceful
solutions to the region’s ethnic and religious
violence.

In previous Congresses, | have sponsored a
resolution calling for a free and fair plebiscite
under international supervision to achieve a
peaceful solution to the issue of independence
for Khalistan. | urge the same also for Kash-
mir, where it was promised by India in 1947,
for Nagaland, and for all the states and re-
gions where there are independence move-
ments. This is the democratic way to settle
these issues, and India claims to be a democ-
racy. Let the world see Indian democracy in
action by scheduling these plebiscites now. If
it is good enough for the people of Puerto
Rico and Quebec, it is good enough for the
people of Khalistan, Kashmir, Nagaland, and
the rest of South Asia.

In addition to calling for a plebiscite, we
should end U.S. aid to India until basic human
rights can be freely exercised by all people
under India’s rule and we should declare India
a violator of religious liberty for the killings of
Christians, Muslims, Sikhs, and others, then
impose the sanctions that this status brings. If
the situation changes, the sanctions can and
should be lifted.

Congratulations again to the Sikhs on their
300th anniversary. May this occasion mark not
just an anniversary, but a new birth of freedom
in South Asia.

REPORT FROM MUNCIE, INDIANA—
HOOSIER HEROES

HON. DAVID M. McINTOSH

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 13, 1999

Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
give my “Report from Indiana” where | honor
distinguished fellow Hoosiers who are actively
engaged in their communities helping others.
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Mr. Speaker, it has always been my strong
belief that individuals and communities can do
a better job of caring for those who need help
in our society than the federal government.
The wonderfully kind and committed Hoosiers
who | have met traveling around Indiana have
not changed my view.

Ruthie and | have met hundreds of individ-
uals who are committed to making our com-
munities a better place in which to live and
raise our children—we call them “Hoosier He-
roes”.

There is a genuine Hoosier Hero in Muncie,
Indiana. He is Craig Miller, who | am proud to
say is a constituent of mine and has made our
community a better place to live.

Craig has made Muncie a better place
through his voluntary efforts. He is on the
Board of the Indiana Red Cross; in fact, he
spent so much time on others needs, they
made him, “Volunteer of the Year for 1997”,
because of his efforts on behalf of the less for-
tunate. Craig also serves on the Board of the
Boys’ and Girls’ Club in Muncie.

His work has given so many people the
most precious gift possible, hope. Craig
doesn’t do it for the pay which is zilch; he
does it for the smiles and laughter. You are a
true hero in my book, doing good work for oth-
ers with no other motive than Christian charity.

Craig Miller deserves the gratitude of his
city, state, and nation and | thank him here
today on the floor of the House of Representa-
tives.

TRIBUTE TO SHERLLYNN RUSSO
HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 13, 1999

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
have the opportunity to recognize the achieve-
ments of a special person, Ms. Sherllynn
Russo. This evening she is being honored as
one of the Clinton Township Goodfellows of
the Year recipients for 1997-1998 by commu-
nity members and friends.

The members of the Clinton Township
Goodfellows have contributed their time and
resources to the betterment of the community
for many years. Their goal is to aid the public
in ways that other charities and the govern-
ment could not. For the past five years,
Sherllynn has served in various Board posi-
tions for the Goodfellows. She has done par-
ticularly commendable work on behalf of chil-
dren. She has co-chaired the Christmas Toy
Committee for the past two years providing joy
to many children who otherwise might not
have had a merry Christmas.

Sherllynn is employed by the General Mo-
tors Corporation as a Communications Man-
ager, but still finds the time to volunteer in
many community organizations. She is an Ex-
ecutive Advisor for Junior Achievement of
Southeast Michigan, the President of the
Board of Directors of her home owners asso-
ciation and Financial Secretary for the G.M.
Women'’s Club.

The Clinton Township Goodfellows know
that they can count on Sherllynn as they
honor her this evening. | would like to con-
gratulate Sherllynn Russo as she celebrates
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this auspicious occasion with family and
friends.

———

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF THE
KOESTER CORPORATION FOR ITS
OUTSTANDING COMMITMENT TO
THE DEFIANCE COMMUNITY FOR
THE PAST THIRTY YEARS

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 13, 1999

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay special tribute
to a remarkable, community-minded organiza-
tion from Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District—
the Koester Corporation.

In 1970, guided by an unwavering commit-
ment to quality and entrepreneurial spirit, Wil-
liam C. Koester founded the Koester Corpora-
tion. For the past thirty years, the Koester Cor-
poration has been an integral part of the Defi-
ance community, and has been a key player
in the manufacturing industry in Northwest
Ohio and around the world.

Through Mr. Koester’s innovation and deter-
mination, the Koester Corporation has grown
from the small firm of three employees he
started in the early 1970’s, to an industrial
heavyweight with approximately sixty employ-
ees, conducting its business both domestically
and in the international marketplace. Through-
out its success, the Koester Corporation has
maintained its presence and headquarters in
Defiance for almost thirty years.

Mr. Speaker, the true greatness of American
productivity and manufacturing prowess is evi-
dent from the unique history of the Koester
Corporation. With great expectations and more
than a little hard work, William Koester has
transformed his vision into a highly successful
manufacturing and process control business.
With the combination of his vision and the
dedication and talents of the employees at the
Koester Corporation, the recipe for success is
written. At the same time, Mr. Koester has
maintained his commitment to the local com-
munity and has strived to succeed as a good
community partner, as well.

Mr. Speaker, it has often been said that
America succeeds due to the outstanding con-
tributions of her citizens. In the case of William
C. Koester and the Koester Corporation, |
think that adage is very appropriate. At this
time, Mr. Speaker, | would ask my colleagues
to stand and join me in paying special tribute
to the Koester Corporation. For its thirty years
of service to business, industry, and the Defi-
ance area, we offer our sincere gratitude and
our best wishes for the future.

RECOGNITION OF SPEECH BY STU-

DENT GOVERNOR REBECCA
DESILETS UXBRIDGE HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 13, 1999

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to recognize
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the superb speech delivered by Rebecca
Desilets, a Senior at Uxbridge High School.
Ms. Desilets was elected Student Governor for
the 1999 Massachusetts Student Government
Day. For the past 52 years, the high schools
of Massachusetts have democratically elected
student delegates to assume the roles of con-
stitutional officers, court justices, and mem-
bers of the General Court on Student Govern-
ment Day. This has been a most worthwhile
experiment in state government. Mr. Speaker,
the speech delivered by Ms. Desilets is both
eloquent and timely, and it is with great pride
that | submit it for the RECORD.

Ms. Rebecca Desilets, Student Governor,
Uxbridge High School. It’s quite remarkable
to see so many of us here in this historical
chamber. I use the word remarkable because
we are here as a result of an interest in gov-
ernment. We won our elections in our respec-
tive high schools. We took the risk and
threw our hats into the ring. This is remark-
able. At a time when the political talking
heads have focused their attention on scan-
dal and investigation, when TV news cov-
erage devotes more time to a stain on a dress
than to the President’s many attempts to
discuss Kosovo, it becomes easy to turn off,
to become cynical about government and
politics.

A cynicism has infiltrated our view of the
political process. The very word ‘‘politics”
conveys a negative connotation. Who hasn’t
heard the seemingly endless jokes of the late
night show hosts? Is nothing sacred or off
limits? No wonder there is such distrust of
the American political system. No wonder
there is apathy among the citizens of this
nation.

In preparation for Student Government
Day, I conducted a survey of my peers. This
was a random sampling of the Juniors and
Seniors at my high school. It is pretty safe
to say that although my survey may not be
100% scientific, it is accurate enough to be a
reflection of what you would find if repeated
at your high school. I was trying to get a
handle on how cynical our age group has be-
come. The results were depressing to say the
least. Let me give some of the findings. 75%
of the respondents blamed their distrust of
government on political parties, on lack of
bipartisanship. 60% stated that the political
scandals of late had added to their nega-
tivity. In the comment area that I provided
there were some interesting opinions and ob-
servations made. The word ‘‘corruption” ap-
peared over and over again as an explanation
for the pessimism toward government. Per-
haps even more significantly, many students
attributed their distrust to the media. Spe-
cifically, the press was blamed for focusing
on the worst case scenarios of political blun-
der and bad behavior. One responder said
that politicians were more concerned with
the ‘‘power prize’’ than with the common
good, the good of the American people. Poli-
ticians are viewed by many as motiviated by
self-interest rather than the good of the peo-
ple they represent.

What is the cause of this cynicism? Of
course, some of it comes from politicians and
the political party system. Our forefathers
were right to have a fear of party politics, of
faction. It is also a result of an unrestrained
press and the race for great ratings.

It is up to us to reduce the effects of cyni-
cism. However, we can’t nor should we elimi-
nate it. A healthy skepticism is a good
thing, no doubt. But how can we make sure
that voters don’t get so turned off that they
stay away from the polls, that they simply
do not participate in this democracy?
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As you probably know, last November’s
election had one of the lowest turnouts ever.
Sure we can rationalize and blame it on the
candidates. You know those people who say
“I didn’t vote because I didn’t like either
candidate’; or the oldest excuse ‘I didn’t
vote because my vote doesn’t really make a
difference.”

Adlai Stevenson, a Governor of Illinois and
a presidential candidate in the 1950s, said:
‘“‘As citizens of this American democracy,
you are the rulers and the ruled, the law-
givers and the law-abiding, the beginning
and the end.” Stevenson was right. We do
have an active role to play as citizens of our
towns or cities, state, and country. We have
rights but also responsibilities.

I know that this room is filled with people
who are interested. We care about capital
punishment, health care, and education. We
may be somewhat cynical but this doesn’t
stop us from knowing what is at stake in
Kosovo.

We are the voters who will decide the
issues of the 21st Century. Some of us will be
the policy makers of the new millenium. Let
us send the message, as we are in a small
way just by being here, that cynicism will
not keep us from our responsibilities as citi-
zens. In fact, let us be the ones that replace
cynicism with healthy skepticism. Jay Leno
may make us laugh, he will not turn us off.
The Drudge Report can contain sensational
gossip, but it won’t keep us away from the
polls. There may be scandal and corruption
but some of us will still consider politics as
honorable and public service a priviledge.

—————

TRIBUTE TO THE PUEBLO
PACHYDERM CLUB

HON. BOB SCHAFFER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 13, 1999

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to pay tribute to the Pueblo Pachyderm Club
of Pueblo, Colorado for its outstanding leader-
ship and years of exemplary service to the
local community.

This patriotic association brings together
common citizens to discuss and consider a
wide spectrum of political topics both national
and local in scope.

Colorado Governor Bill Owens last month
proclaimed April 20, 1999 Pueblo Pachyderm
Day in the State of Colorado. In honor of this
recognition, | hereby submit for the RECORD a
copy of the Governor’s declaration.

STATE OF COLORADO, HONORARY PROCLAMA-
TION—PUEBLO PACHYDERM DAY APRIL 20,
1999

Whereas, the organization represents a
unique concept for political clubs by being
patterned after the weekly meeting type
luncheon clubs, with programs centered
around political and governmental affairs;
and

Whereas, the Pueblo Pachyderm Club pro-
motes the development of future political
leaders and citizen participation as embodied
in their motto, ‘“‘Free Government Requires
Active Citizens,” and is open to both male
and female members; and

Whereas, the Pachyderm Clubs promote
better government through club programs
and meetings open to the public, providing
scholarships for political science students,
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