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transplant physicians, surgeons, and scientists
actively engaged in the research and practice
of transplantation medicine and
immunobiology and represents the majority of
professionals in the field of transplantation in
the United States. AST members play a crit-
ical role in the management of transplant pa-
tients from the onset of end-stage disease to
post-transplantation are involved in basic re-
search that translates from “bench to bed-
side,” improving the care of transplant pa-
tients.

The 1999 National Donor Recognition Cere-
mony, sponsored by the Health Resources
and Services Administration (HRSA), will kick-
off the week’s activities that will be promoting
organ and tissue donation and celebrating do-
nors. AST’s President, John F. Neylan, MD
will be a speaker at this event along with U.S.
Surgeon General, David Satcher, MD, PhD.
Similar events will be taking place around the
country next week. Organ procurement agen-
cies, transplant centers and transplant-related
organizations across the nation will sponsor
activities with a donation theme ranging from
health fairs to sporting events. Donor memo-
rial services and transplant recipient reunions
will take place to celebrate and recognize
those individuals who have given the ultimate
gift . . . “the Gift of Life.”

As a strong supporter of medical research,
| commend the AST, headquartered in my dis-
trict, for their dedication and commitment to
research, education, advocacy and patient
care in transplantation science and medicine.
These dedicated physicians are integral mem-
bers of the “transplant team” and in many
cases, are the directors of their transplant pro-
gram.

Through the work of AST, the transfer of in-
formation to the transplant clinics from basic
science laboratories will lead to new scientific
advances and improvements in patient care.
Next month, AST will be holding their 18th An-
nual Scientific Meeting which will attract an
international attendance to the city of Chicago
and will feature the cutting edge science that
is opening new frontiers in transplantation
medicine and immunobiology. AST members
assist in providing the “Gift of Life” and | com-
mend them for their contributions to our soci-
ety’s health care.
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THE CARING FOR AMERICA’S
CHILDREN ACT

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 1999

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing the Caring for America‘'s Children Act,
in an effort to effectively stimulate the demand
for higher quality care for our Nation‘s children
while stimulatenously removing barriers and
providing resources to improve the quality of
child care in the United States.

Child care continues to be a worry for most
families as stories continue to surface about
the lack of quality child care. Moreover, re-
search has clearly demonstrated that a high-
quality child care program is one that makes
the healthy development and education of chil-

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

dren its first objective and strives to stimulate
the learning process of all children through de-
velopmentally appropriate activities that foster
social, emotional, and intellectual growth. In
addition, families in today‘s society are in-
creasingly required to have both parents enter
the work force. Accordingly, the demand for
quality child care is increasing as is the need
for credentialed and accredited child care pro-
viders.

Accordingly, this act will stimulate the de-
mand for higher quality child care for our Na-
tion’s children while simultaneously removing
barriers and providing resources to improve
the quality of child care in the United States.

Many of my colleagues may have read
about the tragic circumstances surrounding
the Fiedelhotz family in Florida. The
son Jeremy died after only 2 hours at a day
care facility. Though this tragedy should have
never happened, it is an unfortunate example
of what can and may continue to happen un-
less we encourage and inform all parents
about the need for accredited and credentialed
child care providers and facilities.

Caring for America’s Children Act through
the Tax Code will encourage the demand for
accredited or credentialed child care. This will
be accomplished in the following manner:
First, by increasing the amount which an em-
ployee can contribute to a dependent care as-
sistance plan if a child is in accredited or
credentialed child care; second, changing the
dependent care tax credit to allow parents to
receive a higher and more equitable depend-
ent day care credit; third providing tax benefits
for employees which provide quality child care;
fourth, extending eligibility for businesses to
take a qualified charitable deduction for the
donation of educational equipment and mate-
rials to public schools, accredited or
credentialed nonprofit child care providers;
fifth, establishing a $260 million competitive
grant program to assist States in improving
the quality of child care; sixth, expanding pub-
lic information and technical assistance serv-
ices to identify and disseminate to the public
what is important for child development in
child care; seventh, providing $50 million to
create and operate a technology-based train-
ing infrastructure to enable child care pro-
viders nationwide to receive the training, edu-
cation, and support they need to improve the
quality of child care; eighth, creating a child
care training revolving fund to enable child
care providers and child care support entities
to purchase computers, satellite dishes, and
other technological equipment which enable
them to participate in the child care training
provided on the national infrastructure; and
ninth, requiring that all Federal child care cen-
ters will have to meet all State and local li-
censing and other regulatory requirements re-
lated to the provision of child care, within 6
months of the passage of this legislation.

| want to urge all of my colleagues to review
this bill and to consponsor this important bill.
Our children are our future and we must insist
that they receive the best care possible, espe-
cially during their early development years.

Accordingly, | urge your support.

April 15, 1999

CONGRATULATING PETER AND
FRANCES KENDALL

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 1999

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate J. Peter Kendall, mayor of Oakland,
New Jersey, and his wife, “Fran,” on being
chosen as the recipients of the 1999 West
Bergen Mental Healthcare’s Distinguished
Service Award. Mayor and Mrs. Kendall have
given many years of exemplary public service
to their community, both in the field of mental
health and otherwise. This honor is certainly
well deserved, and today | wish to add the
TeRRRliny: of the United States House of
Representatives to that which they have re-
ceived from West Bergen Mental Healthcare.

Over the years, the Kendalls have been
strong advocates of affordable mental health
services for families in their community. To-
gether, they have been actively involved with
West Bergen Mental Healthcare in numerous
ways, contributing generously of their time and
talents.

Mrs. Kendall has adopted “doing for others”
as a personal philosophy. She divides her
time between community service, her family
and neighbors, a great talent for art and a
never-ending interest in politics, people and
participation. In 1994, her commitment to Oak-
land was recognized when she was chosen as
the Oakland Women’s Club as Woman of the
Year. Fran has truly been a close, supportive
friend to the community and all who know her.

An awarding-winning artist, Mrs. Kendall has
been honored at numerous art shows, includ-
ing the CAA Interstate Show, the CAA Na-
tional Juried Art Show, the Urban Farms Art
Show, the Mid-Atlantic Juried Art Show and
many others. Her work “displays a highly indi-
vidualized sense of color” and has been fea-
tured in galleries throughout the area as well
as in numerous corporate shows and private
homes in the United States and abroad. Mrs.
Kendall is actively involved in community ac-
tivities including Oakland’s 300th anniversary,
“First Night Oakland,” and the Bergen County
Women’s Republican Club among others.

When the New Jersey Conference of May-
ors chose Mayor Kendall as the 1998 Mayor
of the Year, they acknowledged a treasure
long recognized by the people of Oakland.
Currently serving his second four-year term as
mayor and in this 14th year of elected office
in Oakland, Mayor Kendall is a dedicated pub-
lic servant. Whether it is in the political, social,
economic or family arena, no task is too great
or too small.

Mayor Kendall has brought his successful
business experience to the benefits of Oak-
land, stabilizing taxes, reducing municipal
staff, directing improvement projects, pre-
serving open spaces and spearheading the
building of the Oakland Senior Citizens Cen-
ter. He is the chairman of the 300 anniversary
celebration, initiated the “First Night Oakland”
event and many others. Whether he is playing
in a softball game to raise money for a sick
child, working with students at Valley Middle
School or playing Santa Claus, he is always
there to help. In every way, Mayor Kendall has
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