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latest highway bill with pork. High-priority
congressional projects account for 5 percent
of the spending, and all those projects re-
quired the written support of the state de-
partments of transportation. Even if all
these special projects are unnecessarily fat,
which they aren’t, the remaining 95 percent
of the money is going back to state and local
governments.

Shuster, a veteran of the endless tug of war
over limited revenues, conceded. ‘‘“These de-
cisions are not made by angels up in heav-
en.”

They are made largely by men and women
here at the local level, and the better in-
formed they are, the more wisely they will
invest tax-payers’ money. It should interest
them that the neutral advice from conserv-
ative Bud Shuster, who is neither cam-
paigning here nor speculating in local real
estate, is to seriously consider rail.
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Saint Aloysius Church,
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, on the occasion
of its Centennial Celebration. | am pleased
and proud to bring the history of this fine par-
ish to the attention of my colleagues.

Thirty-four families came to Father Richard
McAndrew in 1899 with the request for their
own church in South Wilkes-Barre. Father
McAndrew petitioned Bishop Hoban for a new
parish and on April 29, 1900, the Bishop came
to lay the cornerstone for the new church
building. As founding pastor, Father
McAndrew helped in the first months until the
parish’s first official pastor was named, Father
Thomas Brehony. Father Giriffin, who was
named as Father Brehony’s assistant, later
became the church’s second pastor.

In 1913, Father McCarthy was installed as
the church’s third pastor and would serve the
parish for thirty-two years. By the end of World
War |, the church had outgrown its original
building, so a beautiful new gothic church was
constructed and dedicated by the Archbishop
of Philadelphia in 1927. Father McCarthy con-
tinued the expansion with a new rectory in
1938.

When Father McCarthy died and Father
Monahan took over St. Aloysius, he undertook
the huge task of founding a school for the pa-
rishioners of St. Aloysius. Beginning with just
a kindergarten, each year the school ex-
panded a grade until there were eight grades.
With the new school staffed by the Sisters of
Mercy, the expansion of the school neces-
sitated the expansion of the convent, so a new
convent was dedicated in 1963.

Tragically, Tropical Storm Agnes swelled the
Susquehanna River in June of 1972 until it
spilled its banks and flooded all of Wyoming
Valley, including St. Aloysius Church and its
parish buildings. The interior of the church
was totally ruined and the parish was dev-
astated. The Pastor at that time, Father
Padden, undertook the task of restorting the
buildings after the disaster. Over a million dol-
lars were spent on restoration, using loans

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

from the disaster relief programs in place at
the time. The last payment on that money was
made in 1992.

In 1982, with Father Padden’s retirement,
Msgr. Donald A. McAndrews, the Director of
Catholic Social Services, was appointed as
sixth Pastor of St. Aloysius. Throughout his
tenure, Msgr. McAndrews has continued the
expansion and modernization of the parish.
The parish’s school, which celebrated its 50th
anniversary in 1998, now has an all-lay faculty
and provides a quality education to 265 stu-
dents.

Mr. Speaker, St. Aloysius Church is part of
a tradition of strong religious faith which is
synonymous with the Wyoming Valley. Found-
ed by thirty-four families, the church serves
eighteen hundred families today. Its proud his-
tory is a testament to the importance of faith
in our daily lives in Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania. | am proud to join with the parishioners
and with the community in wishing St. Aloys-
ius Church the very best as it enters a new
century and a new millenium.

————
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Mr. TALENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
the honor and pleasure of recognizing Pastor
Rodney H. Travis of the First Baptist Church
in Ellisville, Missouri. Pastor Travis will open
today’s session of the United States House of
Representatives with the invocation. Pastor
Travis is a generous and eloquent man, and
he offers a moving invocation.

Pastor Travis is an outstanding member of
the St. Louis community. Pastor Travis and his
wife Karen Sue and their children Shawn
Renae and Tiffany Hope have been in Mis-
souri since 1982, serving at the First Baptist
Church in Jackson, Missouri before coming to
Ellisville in 1995. Over the last four years, he
has diligently served his congregation and the
community.

Pastor Travis has served God in many ways
since receiving his Master of Divinity from
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
1979 and later his Doctor of Ministry from
Vanderbilt University in 1979. He has served
as Trustee of Missouri Baptist College and
has held numerous positions with the Missouri
Baptist Convention, including serving as Presi-
dent from 1991-1992. He has volunteered as
chaplain in Tennessee prison system and as
a Police Department Chaplain. His words have
served as inspiration to thousands through the
Sunday School lessons he wrote for the Bap-
tist publication World and Way and for the
Baptist Sunday School Board “Listening in
Prayer.” He also has been named to the Inter-
national Mission Board Trustee and will serve
in this capacity until 2003.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to be able to in-
troduce Pastor Travis to the United States
House of Representatives, and | am moved
that he has accepted this honor and will share
with us his blessing.
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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today is April
15th, tax day. It's a good day to take a
thoughtful look at our tax policy.

Yes, we must reduce our tax burden, bring
more fairness to our tax law, and simplify the
tax code. But today we must also be very
wary of gimmicks, schemes, and risky pro-
posals.

| am particularly concerned about proposals
like the flat tax that would eliminate the mort-
gage interest deduction.

This tax policy has greatly improved the
quality of life for millions of middle class fami-
lies across our nation. It has enabled count-
less families in San Luis Obispo and Santa
Barbara Counties to raise their children in sta-
ble, secure neighborhoods. Home ownership
is on the increase across America, and with
this increase comes better schools, less crime,
and more civic participation.

Owning a home contributes enormously to
the financial security of our families. Nothing
symbolizes the American dream more than
owning a home. For this reason, | am the
proud cosponsor of a Congressional resolution
expressing strong support for the protection of
the home mortgage interest tax deduction. On
tax day, let's commit ourselves to making the
ideal of home ownership a reality for all Ameri-
cans.

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, in my continuing efforts to document and
expose racism in America, | submit the fol-
lowing articles into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES ARRESTS IN
INDIANA CHURCH BURNINGS

(By Rex W. Huppke)

INDIANAPOLIS (AP).—A man charged with
seven Indiana church fires may be respon-
sible for up to 50 such arsons across the Mid-
west and South, including Mississippi.

Probable cause affidavits accompanying
the formal charges brought against Jay
Scott Ballinger paint a picture of a 36-year-
old who burned churches at random while
traveling with his girlfriend, an exotic danc-
er.

The U.S. Department of Justice announced
Tuesday that Ballinger had been arrested
and charged with setting seven Indiana
church fires dating back to 1994. The York-
town man was being held in federal custody
in Indianapolis while a multi-agency inves-
tigation continues.

Charged with one count each of arson are
Angela Wood, 24, of Atlanta, Ga., and Donald
A. Puckett, 37, of Lebanon, Ind. Wood is in
federal custody in Macon, Ga., and Puckett
is being held in Indianapolis.
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