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the right to chose what that is. My service to 
America is to uphold the belief that all men 
are created equal. My service to America is 
to ensure that I will never be in the position 
of oppressing another group of people. My 
service to America is to inform the genera-
tion to follow of the importance of freedom. 
My service to America is to never forget his-
torical struggles. My service to America is 
to never forget that I live in America, the 
land of the free.

Carmen M. Herlihy is a senior attending 
Baldwin High School on the island of Maui. 
She hopes to enter New York University this 
fall to pursue a career in the theater or writing. 
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SALUTE TO OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY MONTH 
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OF NEW YORK 
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, in today’s 
business world, maintaining a productive work-
force is a vital function. Workplace injuries se-
riously hamper the efficiency of both the em-
ployer and the employee. Workers hurt on the 
job need assistance in returning to their posi-
tions and aid in preventing future injuries. Oc-
cupational therapists have long been in the 
forefront of providing these vital services to 
companies and their workers. 

April 1 marked the beginning of Occupa-
tional Therapy Month. I would like to take this 
opportunity to hail the men and women who 
serve as occupational therapists, including, I 
am proud to note, my own daughter. 

Occupational therapists are skilled in task 
analysis and ergonomics. They advise busi-
nesses on cost-effective ways to reduce the 
likelihood of worker disability. Occupational 
therapists work to prevent injury by modifying 
work areas, teaching techniques to alleviate 
physical discomfort, and developing equipment 
to simplify work. As the computer becomes 
more integrated in the daily lives of Ameri-
cans, the occupational therapist can advise on 
how to set up a computer workstation that al-
lows healthy computing. Using the right equip-
ment and posture can prevent neck and shoul-
der pain, as well as damaging hand and arm 
conditions that can result from computer over-
use. Occupational therapists improve the ef-
fectiveness and health of businesses and their 
employees. 

In recognition of the critical role these indi-
viduals play in supporting the American work-
force, I salute the 60,000 members of the 
American Occupational Therapy Association 
during their special month of April. 
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IN HONOR OF RENAMING THE 
WADE PARK VA MEDICAL CEN-
TER FOR LOUIS STOKES 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the renaming of the Cleveland VA 

Medical Center to the Louis Stokes Cleveland 
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
and the dedication of the new parking garage. 

Louis Stokes is not only a military veteran of 
World War II, but he is also a veteran of near-
ly two decades of public service to the people 
of Cleveland in the House of Representatives, 
and a maker of history. During his time in 
Congress, he was considered the dean of the 
Ohio Congressional Delegation. 

Louis Stokes was the first African-American 
from Ohio to win a seat in Congress on No-
vember 6, 1968. He has impressed all who 
have known and worked with him with his 
commitment, erudition and patience. He has 
been a political mentor to me, and I have 
known and appreciated his abiding loyalty, 
good advice and friendship for many years. 

Louis Stokes is also widely respected for his 
broad knowledge of veterans affairs and 
health issues. It is very fitting, therefore, that 
the Cleveland VA Medical Center be renamed 
the Louis Stokes Cleveland Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 

My fellow colleagues, please join me in con-
gratulating our former colleague, Louis Stokes, 
as he accepts this great honor. 
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ROCKAWAY CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE HOSTS BRAVEST AND 
FINEST LUNCHEON 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 1999

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
invite my colleagues to pay tribute to the 
Rockaway Chamber of Commerce on the oc-
casion of it’s Bravest & Finest Luncheon. 

The members of the Rockaway Chamber of 
Commerce have long been known for their 
commitment to community service and to en-
hancing the quality of life for all New York City 
residents. 

This luncheon is not only a festive hap-
pening, it is a chance for all of us to celebrate 
and pay tribute to a group of individuals who 
have dedicated their lives to protecting their 
friends and neighbors. This year’s honorees 
truly represent the best of what our community 
has to offer. 

Lieutenant Carl Trincone was appointed to 
the New York City Fire Department in Sep-
tember 1982. After being promoted to the rank 
of Lieutenant in 1991, he was assigned to En-
gine 264 where he continues to protect the 
people of the Rockaways from harm’s way. 

Firefighters 1st Grade Gregory Ruggiero, 
Steven Incarnato, Brian Gallagher, and Eu-
gene Gentile are well known for their heroism 
and dedication to the people of the 
Rockaways. These brave men routinely place 
their own lives at risk in order to protect their 
friends and neighbors. 

Police Officers George Von Bartheld, Jason 
Gaertner, Cory Fink, Scott Rodriquez, and 
Lucion Herriot have each made an exceptional 
contribution towards the reduction of crime in 
the Rockaways and have enhanced commu-
nity safety. In addition, the members of the 
Transit Borough Queens Detective Squad, 
lead by Sgt. Scott Guginsky, have helped 

make our subways a safer place to travel. 
Each of these officers have proved them-
selves to be valuable assets to both the Police 
Department and the people of the Rockaways. 

All of today’s honorees have long been 
known as innovators and beacons of good will 
to all those with whom they come into contact. 
Through their dedicated efforts, they have 
each helped to improve my constituents’ qual-
ity of life. In recognition of their many accom-
plishments on behalf of my constituents, I offer 
my congratulations on their being honored by 
the Rockaway Chamber of Commerce. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
TO EXTEND AND IMPROVE THE 
NATIONAL WRITING PROJECT 
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased today to join my col-
league Congressman WICKER in introducing 
legislation to extend and improve the National 
Writing Project. 

The knowledge and skill of a child’s teacher 
is the single most important factor in the qual-
ity of his or her education. The National Writ-
ing Project is a nationwide program that works 
to improve student writing abilities by improv-
ing the teaching of writing in the nation’s 
schools. 

The National Writing Project serves a re-
markable number of teachers and students on 
an exceptionally small budget. 

In academic year 1997–98, the National 
Writing Project trained 181,402 teachers and 
administrators nationwide through 157 writing 
project sites in 46 states, Washington, DC, 
and Puerto Rico. It has served two million 
teachers and administrators over the last 25 
years. 

For every federal dollar received, the Na-
tional Writing Project raises $6.93 in matching 
grants. This makes the National Writing 
Project one of the most cost-effective edu-
cational programs in the country. 

Furthermore, a national staff of only two 
people administers the National Writing 
Project. The use of limited federal funds to le-
verage large private investments is the most 
efficient way to use the budgeted funds avail-
able for the greatest possible return. 

The National Writing Project works. For ex-
ample, in Chicago, students of National Writ-
ing Project teachers have shown significantly 
higher gains on the Illinois Goals Assessment 
Program writing tests when compared to stu-
dent performance citywide. In an urban Sac-
ramento, California high school, student per-
formance on local writing assessments rose 
from lowest to highest in the district after an 
influx of National Writing Project teachers to 
the school, and college enrollment among this 
school’s senior class rose 400%. 

The National Writing Project has received 
similarly impressive results all across this 
country. In fact, the National Writing Project 
has received glowing reviews from the Car-
negie Corporation of New York, the National 
Council of Teacher Education, the Council for 
Basic Education, and independent evaluators. 
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