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During the Reagan Administration 

Al served on the National Advisory 
Council on Child Nutrition and the Na-
tional Advisory Committee on the Na-
tional Health Service Corps. 

But it was perhaps as a mentor to 
young conservatives that Al had his 
greatest effect on politics. Literally 
dozens of Washington interns at one 
time or another stayed with the Bul-
locks or attended one of the many 
events hosted at their home. Across 
America today, there are many active 
Republicans who were strengthened in 
their convictions by Al and Katja Bul-
lock. 

Indeed, many of us believe there is a 
political dynasty forming in the Bul-
lock family. Al would allow himself to 
be put up for elective office in heavily 
Democratic Montgomery Country be-
cause no one else wanted the task of 
losing. But he must have had some ef-
fect because his son, also named Al, 
made a respectable showing in his own 
run for public office. And everyone 
agrees that Al’s grandson, Al the third, 
who at a quite tender age was already 
defending his grandfather on the 
stump, could just be the one to turn 
Montgomery County Republican. 

Al Bullock knew how important it is 
to keep active in political life. But he 
also knew that politics is not all of life. 
He was a strong family man as well as 
a dedicated professional who took 
great pride in his work and in this rela-
tions with his patients. He also was ac-
tive as a member of the American 
Light Opera Company, serving on its 
Board of Trustees and as Chairman in 
1965. 

The story goes, in fact, that Katja 
fell in love with Al when, seeing him 
for an emergency dental procedure, she 
was soothed by the strains of opera as 
Al worked on her teeth. 

I will always remember Al’s winning 
combination of humor and dedication 
to conservative principles. He led a full 
and colorful life, in which he met many 
of the great public figures of our age. It 
was a great honor for anyone in public 
life to make it to the photographic hall 
of fame lining the Bullock family’s 
front stairs. I was happy to see last 
Christmas that my own photo had 
made it to one corner of that hallway, 
overshadowed by pictures of more than 
one President. 

My heartfelt condolences go to Katja, 
Al’s son Albert, his daughter-in-law 
Katie and grandsons Albert and 
Seamus, as well as his sister, Betty 
Sorrell. 

Al will be sorely missed by everyone 
lucky enough to know him. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
TO ROSA PARKS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the clerk will re-
port S. 531. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

A bill (S. 531) to authorize the President to 
award a gold medal on behalf of the Congress 
to Rosa Parks in recognition of her contribu-
tions to the Nation.

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Madam President, I 
wish to express my appreciation to 
Senator LOTT for bringing forward this 
unanimous consent agreement to dis-
charge an important piece of legisla-
tion from the Banking Committee. 

I also thank the original cosponsors 
of this bill, Senators SESSIONS, LEVIN, 
KENNEDY and HARKIN for their support, 
along with 74 other colleagues who 
have cosponsored this bill. 

Our intent is to honor one of the 
most important figures in the Amer-
ican civil rights movement, Rosa 
Parks. This legislation would honor 
Mrs. Parks with a Congressional gold 
medal in recognition of her immense 
contributions to our nation over a life-
time committed to furthering civil 
rights in our nation. 

Rosa Louise McCauley was born in 
Tuskegee, Alabama in 1913. At age 2 
she moved to her grandparents’ farm in 
Pine Level, Alabama with her mother, 
Leona McCauley, and younger brother, 
Sylvester. Her mother, a school teach-
er, taught her at home until, at age 11, 
she enrolled in the Montgomery Indus-
trial School for Girls. 

The young Miss McCauley cleaned 
classrooms to pay her tuition, then 
moved on to attend Booker T. Wash-
ington High School. She was forced to 
leave that school to take care of her 
sick mother. 

In 1932 she married Raymond Parks. 
Mr. Parks, who was largely self-taught, 
supported his wife, Rosa’s, desire to 
finish high school and to attend Ala-
bama State College, which she did. 

The couple settled in Montgomery, 
Alabama, where they were active in 
the local chapter of the NAACP and 
the Montgomery Voters League. 

Mrs. Parks worked to register Afri-
can American voters and to fight the 
violence and injustice visited upon 
them under segregation. 

As Mrs. Parks put it, ‘‘There were 
cases of flogging, peonage, murder, and 
rape.’’ During this time the NAACP 
‘‘didn’t seem to have too many suc-
cesses. It was more a matter of trying 
to challenge the powers that be, and to 
let it be known that we did not wish to 
continue being second-class citizens.’’ 

Rosa Parks issued that challenge to 
the powers that be. And her brave act 
helped bring down the system of seg-
regation in this country. 

The story has been told many times 
of how Mrs. Parks, employed as a 
seamstress in a local department store, 
boarded a Montgomery city bus on De-
cember 1, 1955. After a few stops, a 
number of white people got on the 
bus—too many to fit into the seats in 
the ‘‘whites only’’ section. Seeing a 
white man standing on his bus, the 
driver ordered Mrs. Parks and three 
other African Americans to give up 
their seats to him. 

The other three people moved, but 
Rosa Parks had had enough. As she re-
flected later, ‘‘I kept thinking about 
my mother and my grandparents, and 
how strong they were. I knew there was 
a possibility of being mistreated, but 
an opportunity was being given to me 
to do what I had asked of others.’’ 

Mrs. Parks showed her strength by 
refusing to give up her seat. She was 
arrested, she was taken to jail and four 
days later she was convicted of dis-
orderly conduct. Her crime? Refusing 
to be treated as a second class citizen. 

Even before this unjust conviction 
was handed down, indeed, the very day 
after Mrs. Parks’ arrest, the response, 
born of righteous indignation, had 
begun. Mrs. Parks had set in motion 
events that would change the face of 
the United States forever. 

On December 2, the Women’s Polit-
ical Council distributed fliers through-
out the community encouraging Afri-
can Americans to boycott the Mont-
gomery bus system on the day of Mrs. 
Parks’ trial. 

A meeting was held at Dexter Avenue 
Baptist Church, whose pastor was the 
Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, 
jr. This meeting, held to plan the boy-
cott, included the reverend Ralph Aber-
nathy, Reverend King and Jo Ann Rob-
inson of the Women’s Political Council. 

The boycott was an astounding suc-
cess, and on the day of Mrs. Parks’ 
trial the Montgomery Improvement 
Association was formed with Dr. King 
as spokesman and president. 

The Montgomery Improvement Asso-
ciation took over management of the 
bus boycott, which was to last 381 days, 
and filed suit on behalf of those against 
whom the bus company had discrimi-
nated. 

In the face of widespread harassment, 
threats and even bombs, the brave peo-
ple of the Montgomery Improvement 
Association, along with their sup-
porters, kept up their boycott while 
their case made its way through the 
courts. 

Finally, on November 13, 1956, the 
Supreme Court held Montgomery’s bus 
segregation unconstitutional. After a 
brief period of defiance the seg-
regationists gave in, and the boycott 
ended. 

Of course this was far from the end of 
the battle for civil rights in America. 
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But it was an important event, spur-
ring the civil rights movement to fur-
ther action. 

Through marches, boycotts, civil dis-
obedience and the power of their prin-
ciples, members of the civil rights 
movement broke down the barriers of 
legal discrimination and established 
equality before the law as a reality for 
all Americans. 

Rosa Parks set these historic events 
in motion. Because of her faith, perse-
verance and quiet dignity, all Ameri-
cans have been freed from the moral 
stain of segregation. 

But Rosa Parks paid a price for her 
principles. She was arrested. She lost 
her job. She could not find work. And 
she was constantly harassed. 

Fortunately for my state of Michi-
gan, Mrs. Parks’ bother, Sylvester, had 
resettled in Detroit, and the Parks 
family joined him there in 1957. 

For over 40 years now, Michigan has 
been a particular beneficiary of Mrs. 
Parks’ work on behalf of civil rights 
and her efforts to educate young people 
in particular. 

And this mother of the civil rights 
movement, as she is known throughout 
our nation, continues to be active in 
the struggle for equality and the em-
powerment of the disenfranchised. 

In 1965 she joined the staff of U.S. 
Representative JOHN CONYERS, where 
she worked until her retirement in 
1988. 

After the death of her husband in 1987 
she founded the Rosa and Raymond 
Parks Institute for Self-Development. 

This non-profit organization helps 
young people achieve their full poten-
tial. Over 5,000 young people have par-
ticipated in the Institute’s ‘‘Pathways 
to Freedom’’ tour, which traces parts 
of the Underground Railroad along 
which escaped slaves traveled to safe-
ty. The Institute also runs local pro-
grams offering summer school, tutor-
ing programs and life-skills classes. 

Ms. Parks has received many awards 
in recognition of her efforts for racial 
harmony, including the Springarn 
Award, the NAACP’s highest honor for 
civil rights contributions, the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s 
highest civilian honor, and the first 
International Freedom Conductor 
Award from the National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center. 

Throughout her long life, Rosa Parks 
has shown that one woman can make a 
real difference. She has shown all of us 
the power of conviction and quiet dig-
nity in pursuit of justice and empower-
ment. I urge my colleagues to join me 
in supporting legislation to bestow 
upon her the Congressional gold medal 
she so well deserves. 

Madam President, I was thinking 
about Rosa Parks as I came to the 
floor today. I remembered an incident 
that I briefly mentioned when we in-
troduced this legislation, an incident of 
my own. It was the first I had heard of 

Rosa Parks, although her name wasn’t 
specifically mentioned, or at least it 
did not register at the time. As an ele-
mentary schoolchild, probably around, 
I would guess, in 1962, 1963—somewhere 
in the second, third, fourth grade—I re-
member the teacher in my classroom 
talking about this incident, this 
woman who would not move to the 
back of the bus, explaining it to us as 
one explains things to children who do 
not necessarily know history as well as 
they should at that age, explaining 
what it meant and why it had been so 
important. 

I was thinking about that today be-
cause I recognized at that moment I, as 
a second-grade student, first realized 
that everybody in the country was not 
always treated the same way. That is 
how that incident, Rosa Parks’ con-
tribution, touched my life. Later, obvi-
ously, as I moved along in school, I 
read more and watched the news a lit-
tle and began to realize the magnitude 
of the civil rights struggle we as a na-
tion had addressed, and so much of it 
was based on this event which Rosa 
Parks prompted in 1955. 

So, while all of us, I suppose, can see 
this in its national consequence, I am 
sure all of us, too, probably, have a 
more personal connection as well. That 
is mine. It is also, first, a connection 
that I share with my colleague from 
Michigan, who is about to speak on 
this as well. That is the connection of 
pride that we have that Rosa Parks is 
a Michiganian. 

While she may have been born and 
lived much of her life in another part 
of the country, we are awfully proud of 
the fact that most of the last 40 years 
she has lived in our State. 

Madam President, if you look at the 
list of those who have been recipients 
of congressional gold medals, most re-
cently President and Mrs. Gerald Ford 
and such other honorees as Mother Te-
resa and the Little Rock Nine, Billy 
and Ruth Graham, it seems only fitting 
that Congress should now pass this leg-
islation and add Rosa Parks to this list 
of Americans who have made such 
great contributions. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
Before I yield the floor, I ask unani-

mous consent that Meg Mehan, who is 
on my staff, be granted the privilege of 
the floor during consideration of this 
legislation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Thank you, Madam 
President. I yield the floor for the Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan is recognized. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, I 
thank my colleague from Michigan. 

Today, we will authorize the Presi-
dent of the United States to award the 
congressional gold medal to one of our 
Nation’s greatest heroines, Rosa Parks. 
Rosa Parks is the mother of the civil 

rights movement, and we are going to 
make this medal available and we are 
going to award this to her because of 
her extraordinary contributions to 
America. 

Forty-three years ago, in December 
of 1955, an unassuming woman by the 
name of Rosa Parks decided she would 
not give up her seat in the front of the 
bus and move to the back of the bus. It 
was not scheduled as a media event. It 
was not intended to be something 
which would spark a revolution. It, in-
deed, did spark an American revolu-
tion. It unleashed forces in this coun-
try, which are positive forces, which 
have added equal opportunity or fairer 
opportunity for African Americans and 
others who have been discriminated 
against for too many decades and cen-
turies. 

It was the act of an American citizen 
who just made a simple, straight-
forward decision that she is entitled 
equally to sit on a bus with any other 
person. She is not going to take an in-
ferior position to anybody. She seeks 
no advantage over anyone else, but she 
will not accept an inferior status any 
longer on a public bus in Alabama. 

The forces that set in motion have 
changed this Nation. It has changed 
this Nation for the better. It has forced 
us to confront centuries of discrimina-
tion against African Americans 
brought here as slaves and, even after 
slavery was abolished, too often treat-
ed as inferiors in a country that prides 
itself on treating all of its citizens 
equally and whose Constitution and 
Declaration of Independence held out a 
promise which had been thwarted and 
which was unfulfilled for our African 
American citizens. 

Her arrest for violating the city’s 
segregation laws was the catalyst for 
the Montgomery bus boycott. Her 
stand on that December day in 1955 was 
not an isolated incident but was actu-
ally part of a lifetime of struggle for 
equality and justice. Twelve years ear-
lier, in 1943, Rosa Parks had been ar-
rested for violating another one of the 
city’s bus-related segregation laws. 
That earlier law had required African 
Americans to pay their fares at the 
front of the bus, then get off the bus 
and then get on the bus at the back to 
reboard the bus. As it happened, the 
driver of the bus in 1955 was the same 
driver who was driving the bus in 1943. 
The rest is history. 

The boycott which Rosa Parks began 
was the beginning of an American revo-
lution that elevated the status of Afri-
can Americans and introduced to the 
world a young leader who would one 
day have a national holiday declared in 
his honor, the Reverend Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The Congressional Medal of 
Honor is a fitting tribute to Rosa 
Parks, a gentle warrior who decided 
that she would no longer tolerate the 
humiliation and the demoralization of 
racial segregation. 
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Rosa Parks, as my friend from Michi-

gan said, is a resident of Michigan, and 
we are very proud of it. We hope that is 
acknowledged in the final bill which 
comes out of the Congress. We are try-
ing to add that fact to the final bill be-
cause, as it happens, since 1957, Rosa 
Parks has been a Michiganian. She and 
her husband made the journey to 
Michigan in 1957 because of threats on 
their lives and persistent harassment 
by phone. That is what prompted her 
move to Detroit where Rosa Parks’ 
brother resided. 

She continues to dedicate her life to 
advancing equal opportunity and to 
educating our youth about the past 
struggles for freedom, from slavery up 
to the civil rights movement of the 
1960s. 

In 1987, Rosa Parks and Elaine Eason 
Steele cofounded the Rosa and Ray-
mond Parks Institute for Self-Develop-
ment. Its primary focus has been work-
ing with young people in Michigan and 
from across the country and the world 
as part of the ‘‘Pathways to Freedom’’ 
program. The pathways program traces 
history from the days of the under-
ground railroad to the civil rights 
movement of the sixties and beyond. 
Through this institute, young people, 
ages 11 to 17, meet with national lead-
ers and participate in a variety of edu-
cational and research projects. During 
the summer months in particular, 
many have the opportunity to travel 
across the country visiting historical 
sites. 

In recent years, the Rosa and Ray-
mond Parks Institute for Self-Develop-
ment has expanded to include an 
intergenerational mentoring and com-
puter skills partnership program. This 
innovative program teams young peo-
ple with elderly Americans. 
Generational and age barriers break 
down as young people help the elderly 
develop computer skills, while the el-
derly provide their unique and person-
alized recollections of their lives in 
American history. Each year, the insti-
tute matches hundreds of young people 
with elderly Americans. Since 1987, 
more than 7,000 youth from around the 
world have participated in this pro-
gram. 

With the work of her institute, we 
can truly say that in addition to hav-
ing played a major role in shaping 
America’s past and present, Rosa 
Parks is playing a major role in shap-
ing America’s future. With the dawn of 
a new millennium at hand, America 
must ensure that all of our youth are 
knowledgeable of one of the great na-
tional stories of our time and the 
struggle of African American individ-
uals that finally forced us to honor the 
principles which founded this country 
and which had so long been rejected in 
the real world and in reality, even 
though they were promised on paper. 

The Rosa and Raymond Parks Insti-
tute for Self-Development ‘‘Pathway to 

Freedom’’ programs preserve the 
memories of self-sacrifice that African 
Americans, and so many others, have 
made to this country’s development as 
truly the land of the free. 

Madam President, this is great work 
which Rosa Parks continues to do. She 
continues to bless us, our Nation, our 
State with her presence, with her dig-
nity, with her very direct, simple 
statement about equality. We hope-
fully will not just award her a medal 
one of these days, but we will also 
hopefully support the important work 
which she continues to do in her insti-
tute. 

We have come a long way in achiev-
ing Dr. King’s dream and Rosa Parks’ 
dream of justice and equality for all, 
but we still have a long ways to go. 
That is going to take a constant re-
dedication to these goals and to the 
lifetime work of Rosa Parks and to the 
spirit of human rights which she so em-
bodies and for which the name ‘‘Rosa 
Parks’’ stands. 

I am proud to join Senator ABRAHAM 
and others, so many others, in this 
body and in the other body who have 
initiated this gold medal for her. We 
look forward to the day when we are 
actually able to present to one of the 
true champions of justice a gold medal 
which she so truly deserves. 

I yield the floor and again thank my 
friend from Michigan. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Madam President, I 
know there are other Members who 
have expressed an interest to speak on 
this issue, some of whom will be arriv-
ing back in Washington, if they have 
not already gotten here, on flights this 
afternoon. So we will, I know, be here 
for some time waiting to give them the 
opportunity to speak before our vote 
on this. But at this time, seeing none 
of them on the floor, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Knowing there are 
speakers on each side who hope to have 
a chance to speak, so we do not run the 
clock completely off during quorum 
calls, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum and ask unanimous consent 
that the time of the quorum call be 
equally divided between both sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Madam President, I 
yield such time as he needs to the Sen-
ator from Alabama. 

Mr. SESSIONS addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

HUTCHISON). The Senator from Ala-
bama is recognized. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Today is a special 
day for me. I remember a number of 
weeks ago when Senator ABRAHAM and 
I discussed the possibility of awarding 
a congressional gold medal to Rosa 
Parks. It was an idea that we thought 
was a good one. I am glad to see it 
moving rapidly to fruition. 

I certainly believe the congressional 
gold medal is a very distinguished 
award that ought to be preserved for 
the most exceptional circumstances 
and persons. And I certainly believe 
that the person we will honor today 
has all the qualities for receiving the 
congressional gold medal. 

So I am pleased to honor a native Al-
abamian who, through her life and 
through her example, has touched both 
the heart and conscience of an entire 
Nation. I speak, of course, of Ms. Rosa 
Parks, a native of Tuskegee, AL, and a 
former resident of Montgomery, whose 
dignity in the face of discrimination 
helped spark a movement to ensure 
that all citizens were treated equally 
under the law. 

Equal treatment under the law is a 
fundamental pillar upon which our Re-
public rests. In fact, over the first 2 
months of this year this Senate was en-
gaged in a constitutional debate over 
the scope and meaning of this very con-
cept. 

As legislators, we should work to 
strengthen the appreciation for this 
important fundamental governing prin-
ciple by recognizing those who make 
extraordinary contributions towards 
ensuring that all American citizens 
have that opportunity, regardless of 
their race, sex, creed, or national ori-
gin, to enjoy the freedoms this country 
has to offer. 

Through her efforts, Ms. Parks has 
come to be a living embodiment of this 
principle, and it is entirely appropriate 
that Congress take this opportunity to 
acknowledge her contribution by au-
thorizing the award of a congressional 
gold medal to her. Her courage, what 
we may call ‘‘gumption,’’ resulted in 
historic change. Certainly there is still 
much to be done. True equality—the 
total elimination of discrimination and 
a real sense of ease and acceptance 
among the races—has not yet been 
fully achieved, but it is fair to say that 
in the history of this effort, the most 
dramatic and productive chapter was 
ignited by the lady we seek to honor 
today. 

Ms. Parks’ story is well known but it 
bears repeating. She was born on Feb-
ruary 4, 1913, in the small town of 
Tuskegee, AL, to Mr. James and Mrs. 
Leona McCauley. As a young child, she 
moved to Montgomery with her mother 
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who was a local schoolteacher. Like 
many southern cities, the Montgomery 
of Ms. Parks’ youth was a segregated 
city with numerous laws mandating 
the separate and unequal treatment of 
people based solely upon the color of 
their skin. These laws were discrimina-
tory in their intent and divisive, un-
fair, and humiliating in application. 
But for years Ms. Parks had suffered 
with them, until that fateful day of De-
cember 1, 1955, when her pride and dig-
nity would not allow her to obey them 
anymore. 

On this day, Ms. Parks, a 42-year-old 
seamstress, boarded a city bus after a 
long, hard day at work. Like other pub-
lic accommodations, this bus contained 
separate sections for white passengers 
and black passengers. White passengers 
were allocated to the front rows. The 
black passengers were given the back 
rows. This bus was particularly crowd-
ed that evening. 

At one of the stops, a white passenger 
boarded and the bus driver, seeing Ms. 
Parks, requested that she give up her 
seat and move to the back of the bus, 
even though this meant that she would 
be forced to stand for the rest of the 
trip. Ms. Parks refused to give up her 
seat and was arrested for disobeying 
the bus driver’s order. 

With her act of civic defiance, Ms. 
Parks set off a chain of events that 
have led some to refer to her as the 
mother of the civil rights movement. 
Her arrest led to the Montgomery bus 
boycott, an organized movement led by 
a young minister named Martin Luther 
King, Jr., who had begun preaching at 
the historic Baptist church located on 
Montgomery’s Dexter Avenue. The bus 
boycott lasted 382 days, and its impact 
directly led to the integration of bus 
lines, while the attention generated 
helped lift Dr. King to national promi-
nence. Ultimately, the U.S. Supreme 
Court was asked to rule on the con-
stitutionality of the Montgomery law 
which Ms. Parks had defied, and the 
Supreme Court struck it down. 

This powerful image, that of a hard-
working American ordered to the back 
of the bus just because of her race, was 
a catalytic event. It was the spark that 
caused a nation to stop accepting 
things as they had been and focused ev-
eryone on the fundamental issue—
whether we could continue as a seg-
regated society. 

As a result of the movement Ms. 
Parks helped start, today’s Mont-
gomery is a quite different city from 
the one of her youth. Today the citi-
zens of Montgomery look with a great 
deal of historical pride upon the church 
that once heard the sermons of Dr. 
King. Montgomery is the home of the 
Civil Rights Memorial, a striking 
monument of black granite and cas-
cading water which memorializes the 
individuals who gave their lives in pur-
suit of equal justice. 

Today’s Montgomery is a city in 
which its history as the capital of the 

Confederacy and its history as the 
birthplace of the civil rights movement 
are both recognized and reconciled. 
And soon Troy State University of 
Montgomery will become the home of 
the Rosa Parks Library and Museum, 
built on the very spot upon which Ms. 
Parks was arrested in 1955, the old Em-
pire Theater. I will briefly describe this 
important project. 

Troy State University, Montgomery, 
is an important university of over 3,400 
full-time students. They are in the 
midst of constructing a 50,000-square-
foot library and museum on the land 
they own which includes the exact lo-
cation where Ms. Parks was arrested in 
1955. When completed, this museum 
will include a 3,700-square-foot perma-
nent exhibit focusing on the com-
memoration of the Montgomery civil 
rights movement. This project memori-
alizes an historic event that changed 
the city of Montgomery for the better, 
and I look forward to offering any sup-
port I can to aid in its completion. 

Ms. Parks’ efforts helped spark the 
dynamic social changes which have 
made it possible for this kind of rec-
ognition to be supported by 
Montgomerians and Alabamians. But, 
in fact, Ms. Parks’ contributions may 
extend beyond even the borders of our 
Nation. In his book ‘‘Bus Ride to Jus-
tice,’’ Mr. Fred Gray, who gained fame 
while in his twenties as Ms. Parks’ at-
torney in the bus desegregation case 
and one of the early African American 
attorneys in Alabama—he was a lead 
attorney in many of Alabama’s other 
famous civil rights cases—wrote—and I 
do not believe it is an exaggeration—
these words:

Little did we know that we had set in mo-
tion a force that would ripple through Ala-
bama, the South, and the Nation, and even 
the world. But from the vantage point of al-
most 40 years later, there is a direct correla-
tion between what we started in Mont-
gomery and what has subsequently happened 
in China, eastern Europe, South Africa and, 
even more recently, in Russia. While it is in-
accurate to say that we all sat down and de-
liberately planned a movement that would 
echo and reverberate around the world, we 
did work around the clock, planning strategy 
and creating an atmosphere that gave 
strength, courage, faith and hope to people 
of all races, creeds, colors and religions 
around the world. And it all started on a bus 
in Montgomery, Alabama, with Rosa Parks 
on December 1, 1955.

For her courage, for her role in 
changing Alabama, the South, the Na-
tion, and the world for the better, our 
Nation owes a great debt of thanks to 
Rosa Parks. I hope that this body will 
extend its thanks and recognition to 
her by awarding her the congressional 
gold medal. 

Madam President, I thank you for 
this time and for being able to share 
these remarks. I also thank Senator 
ABRAHAM for his skill and work in help-
ing us move this award forward. I 
think it is a fitting and appropriate 
thing to do. I have enjoyed working 

with him on quite a number of other 
issues. No one in the Senate is more re-
spected by me than the Senator from 
Michigan. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. ABRAHAM. Madam President, I 

thank the Senator from Alabama for 
his work on this legislation as well as 
many other things which he does here. 
But particularly for how hard he 
worked on this, as has his staff, to help 
us move this forward, I express my ap-
preciation to him as well. 

I ask unanimous consent that Sen-
ator GREGG of New Hampshire be added 
as a cosponsor to this legislation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Madam President, 
on our side I am not aware specifically 
of any other Member who wishes to 
speak. I do know that the Senator from 
California is here and there may be 
others coming. We do have some time 
left. We will temporarily reserve the 
remainder of our time, but if others 
who wish to speak from either side of 
the aisle are here, we will be glad to 
offer that. At this point, I will reserve 
the remainder of my time. The Senator 
from Alabama may stay for a minute. 
I am not sure. If necessary, I will come 
back down. I want to make clear to the 
Presiding Officer that anyone who 
wishes to speak may draw from that 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. So noted.
Mr. BYRD. Madam President, I am 

proud to join my colleagues from 
Michigan, Senators ABRAHAM and 
LEVIN, in sponsoring S. 531, legislation 
authorizing the presentation of a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Mrs. Rosa 
Parks. 

As we approach the 21st century, it is 
only fitting that the Senate take this 
moment to recognize the efforts of 
Rosa Parks, who, on December 1, 1955, 
proved that one person can make a dif-
ference in the world in which we live. 
By refusing to give up her seat on a 
city bus, an act which put her in viola-
tion of the segregation laws then in 
place in her community, Mrs. Parks 
sparked a series of events that have 
helped to shape this nation’s path. 

For refusing to acquiesce to the sys-
tematic degradation placed upon her 
and other black-Americans, Rosa 
Parks was arrested. But rather than 
accept the status quo, this quiet lady 
from Montgomery, Alabama, chose to 
challenge the segregation order by 
seeking redress in our federal courts. 
During the court battle, Mrs. Parks 
was harassed, threatened, and even lost 
her job as a seamstress at a local de-
partment store. In the end, though, 
Rosa Parks won her battle when the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled segregation 
unconstitutional, thus vindicating her 
simple, but monumental, pursuit of 
justice and equality. 

Madam President, the actions of 
Rosa Parks were not staged for the tel-
evision cameras. They were not part of 
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a grand scheme to create a test case. 
On the contrary, they were the actions 
of a single individual determined to 
preserve her dignity as best she could. 
They were the actions of a simple lady 
who, at that moment in her life, de-
cided that enough was enough. 

It is fitting, then, that the Senate 
should award the Congressional Gold 
Medal to Rosa Parks, the highest 
award that the Congress can bestow on 
a private citizen, in recognition of her 
courage and her lifelong commitment 
to the Jeffersonian ideal that ‘‘all men 
are created equal.’’ 

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, this 
legislation conveys our Nation’s re-
spect to one of its foremost civil rights 
pioneers. 

The Congressional Gold Medal is no 
common accolade, but Rosa Parks is no 
common woman. Her achievements are 
indeed most uncommon; they are noth-
ing short of extraordinary. 

None of us of sufficient age to re-
member the year 1955 will ever forget 
Ms. Parks’ courage in refusing to give 
up her seat to a white man who wanted 
it. 

What makes Ms. Parks’ courage so 
uncommon was its manner: the type of 
action we usually associate with great-
ness in the civil rights movement 
might involve a speech, a march, a coa-
lition . . . . Ms. Parks’ courage was 
quiet, determined and resolute, but it 
had the volume of a great speech, the 
force of a mass march, and the power 
to coalesce that would lead to historic 
Supreme Court decisions abrogating 
segregation, and passage of the seminal 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

It has been said of our extraordinary 
figures that their heroic actions, as the 
years pass, begin to appear more ac-
cepted and less controversial. This is 
because, as leaders, great men and 
women have little company, but as 
their revolutionary ideas gather 
strength, they also gather adherents. 
This medal will help remind us, and 
generations to come, that at the time 
Ms. Parks refused to move from her 
seat on the bus, her act of defiance was 
anything but common.

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, 
Rosa Parks is an enduring symbol of 
freedom, dignity, and courage for our 
time and for all time, and she emi-
nently deserves this Congressional 
Gold Medal. 

Her momentous decision to quietly 
and peacefully defy her community’s 
segregation laws nearly half a century 
ago was a defining moment for the en-
tire civil rights movement in the 
United States and in many other lands 
as well. On December 1, 1955, in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, Mrs. Parks was a 42 
year old seamstress returning home on 
a city bus after a long and tiring day at 
work. She refused to give up her seat 
and move to the back of the bus as the 
law required, and America would never 
be the same again. 

Because of her quiet, simple, elo-
quent act of courage, she was arrested 
and fined. As news of her arrest spread, 
thousands of African Americans in the 
city quickly rallied to her cause, and 
four days later, on December 5, 1955, 
the famous Montgomery Bus Boycott 
was launched. 

It took a year, but the Supreme 
Court declared the Montgomery seg-
regation law unconstitutional. On De-
cember 21, 1956, thanks to her 
unyielding demand for equal justice, 
Rosa Parks and the African Americans 
of Montgomery were free to ride on the 
city buses as full and equal citizens. 

The Montgomery Bus Boycott 
touched the conscience of the nation, 
and focused the attention of citizens 
across America on the evils of segrega-
tion, discrimination, and the notorious 
Jim Crow laws. The power and justice 
of the civil rights movement could not 
be denied. In the decade that followed, 
Congress enacted the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 
1964, and America took giant steps to-
ward fulfilling the promise of equal 
justice under law and full constitu-
tional rights for all Americans. 

For her historic act of peaceful civil 
disobedience, Rosa Parks is often 
called the ‘‘Mother of the Civil Rights 
Movement.’’ She changed the course of 
America history, and made us a strong-
er, better, and freer nation. All Ameri-
cans owe her a deep debt of gratitude 
for bringing us closer to our ideals, and 
I am proud to support this bill to 
award her the Congressional Gold 
Medal. 

Mr. KERRY. Madam President, I am 
pleased to speak today as a co-sponsor 
of legislation to award a gold medal to 
Rosa Parks in recognition of her his-
toric contributions to the civil rights 
movement and to our country. 

The word hero is one of the most 
overused words in our national 
vernacular, a term that should be re-
served for those rare people whose in-
credible acts of courage in the face of 
tremendous adversity and long odds in-
spire us all. Surely it can be said, 
though, that one of the true living he-
roes in our country is the mother of 
the civil rights movement, Rosa Parks. 

No one would deny that America is a 
better place today because, on Decem-
ber 1, 1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, 
Rosa Parks sat down on a bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama and insisted that she 
would not be moved. To those of us 
who were children in these years 
watching the news on black and white 
television sets, entranced by the grainy 
images and the reassuring voice of Wal-
ter Cronkite, it is difficult to express 
the singular act of courage expressed in 
Rosa Parks’ determination—her abso-
lute resolve—to make a stand in a part 
of our nation we knew was home to 
Bull Connor and his snarling police 
dogs, George Wallace and his promise 
of ‘‘segregation today, segregation to-

morrow, and segregation forever,’’ and 
men like Orval Faubus who pledged to 
stand in schoolhouse doors from Little 
Rock to Selma to prevent us all from 
living as one America, undivided by 
race. 

In one incredible moment, Rosa 
Parks set forth a wave of activism all 
across America and captured the es-
sence of the better half of the Amer-
ican spirit—proud, courageous, defiant 
against injustice—and Americans fol-
lowed her lead. 42,000 African Ameri-
cans boycotted Montgomery’s buses for 
381 days until the bus segregation laws 
in Alabama were changed on December 
21, 1956. 

The changes that Rosa Parks made 
possible in America transcended the 
realm, even, of our public laws—they 
literally changed a way of life. Because 
Rosa Parks stood firm against injus-
tice, she not only joined with Martin 
Luther King, Jr. in ending the era of 
Jim Crowe, she helped usher in an age 
in America when Thurgood Marshall 
could serve on the highest court of the 
land; an America where John Lewis 
and so many others who marched for 
freedom could serve in the United 
States Congress; and an America in 
which we could all, living, working, 
and hoping together, envision a fu-
ture—still ahead—when a still-better, 
still-stronger America heals itself of 
all the scars of racism and bigotry. 

Future generations of Americans 
need to know that this country con-
siders Rosa Parks a hero. It should be 
known that we recognized Ms. Parks’ 
contributions to our country—and that 
we hoped that for years to come—in 
our homes, our schools, in our cities 
and on our village greens—we wanted 
all Americans to learn and to remem-
ber what Rosa Parks struggled to make 
true for our nation. 

As we all join together as a Senate 
united in our deep respect for Rosa 
Parks, let us remember also that we 
can do more for this leader than give 
her a gold medal—we can make her 
work our own—in the House, in the 
Senate, and in our lives every day. We 
can all summon—at the edge of the 
twenty-first century—the best of our 
own spirit to wipe away the hatred, the 
bigotry, and the intolerance that re-
mains in America—and we can dedicate 
ourselves to building a better America 
in Rosa Parks’ image. That effort, too, 
will be a part of Rosa Parks’ legacy in 
the United States, and that monument 
will endure long after any medal has 
lost its shine. 

Madam President, I urge the United 
States Senate to contemplate that 
challenge on this special day in the 
United States of America, as we honor 
Rosa Parks—but also as we ask our-
selves how we can fulfill her promise 
and finally create Rosa Parks’ Amer-
ica. 

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the 
Congressional Gold Medal is among the 
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most distinguished honors that Con-
gress can bestow on individuals in rec-
ognition of their work or accomplish-
ments. Since 1776, this award, initially 
reserved for military leaders, has also 
been given to such diverse individuals 
as Sir Winston Churchill, Charles Lind-
bergh and Mother Teresa. 

Rosa Parks is not a military hero, 
not a head of state, explorer or adven-
turer. 

On December 1, 1955, she was a seam-
stress on her way to work, who took a 
seat on a city bus in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. For that simple action of sitting 
on a bus, she was arrested, sent to jail, 
and convicted of what city laws called 
a crime and lost her job. 

Rosa Parks is a living example of 
how an extraordinary person, engaged 
in the ordinary matters of life, can 
change the world. 

The day that Ms. Parks refused to 
surrender her seat to a white man sym-
bolizes the beginning of the modern 
civil rights movement. Her arrest for 
violating the city’s segregation laws 
was the catalyst for a mass boycott of 
the city’s buses, whose rider ship had 
been 70 percent black. The boycott led 
to the national prominence of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and to a Su-
preme Court order declaring Mont-
gomery County’s segregated seating 
laws unconstitutional. 

Ms. Parks, known now as the ‘‘first 
lady of civil rights,’’ later said, ‘‘I felt 
just resigned to give what I could to 
protest against the way I was being 
treated.’’ 

Rosa Parks had been involved in the 
civil rights movement years before the 
bus incident and her efforts continued 
long afterward. She was one of the first 
female members of the Montgomery 
Chapter of the NAACP, she joined the 
Montgomery Voters League and en-
couraged blacks to register to vote. 

Despite her civil rights work, Rosa 
Parks on that historic day actually fol-
lowed the degrading rules that reserved 
the first ten seats were reserved for 
‘‘whites only.’’ If those rows filled up, 
blacks were supposed to move even fur-
ther back. Parks, who was sitting just 
beyond the 10th row, refused to move 
and the arrest, the conviction and the 
winning appeal followed. All she had 
asked for was the basic respect and 
simple dignity of not being forced to 
give up her seat to a white man. 

Rosa Parks actions and her deter-
mination to preserve her dignity 
spread throughout the nation and 
sparked the end of segregation in the 
South. She hasn’t stopped since. 

In 1957, she moved to Detroit where 
she worked for nonviolent social 
change with Martin Luther King Jr’s 
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. She worked for Congressman 
John Conyers and in 1987 she founded 
an institute to provide leadership and 
career training to black youth. Forty-
four years after that historic day in 

Montgomery, she continues to speak 
out on civil rights issues. 

We have heard the ‘‘first lady of civil 
rights’’ story over and over again 
throughout the years and it will own a 
permanent place in our history books. 
But we need to keep listening and re-
minding ourselves of the extraordinary 
courage and determination that this 
working woman had to win the most 
basic rights that everyone in our na-
tion deserves. She serves as a model 
and inspiration for what each of us can 
do in our everyday lives toward greater 
respect, dignity and kindness among 
humankind. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in be-
stowing the Congressional Gold Medal 
to ‘‘the mother of the freedom move-
ment.’’

Mr. ROBB. Madam President, last 
week I offered a few comments on two 
great civil rights leaders, Ms. Rosa 
Parks and Mr. Oliver W. Hill. 

Today, as we are on the verge of pass-
ing S. 531, legislation to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Ms. Rosa 
Parks, I want to speak again just brief-
ly. 

As I noted last week, our Nation owes 
Ms. Parks an immense debt of grati-
tude. It is gratifying to me that we 
have been able to move this legislation 
so quickly, and I think the great speed 
with which the Senate is acting is tes-
timony in itself to our admiration of 
Ms. Parks. 

No matter how eloquent our words or 
how eloquent we believe them to be, 
words can never match the simple act 
of this courageous woman. Ms. Parks 
herself has become a symbol for the 
courage and righteousness of the civil 
rights movement. When we think of 
her action, we cannot help but think of 
the consequences —an historic bus boy-
cott by 40,000 people, a decade of prin-
cipled protests, and legal and legisla-
tive victories that helped make Amer-
ica more free. 

Ms. Parks, an unassuming seamstress 
who stood up to segregation by sitting 
down in the front seat of a city bus in 
Montgomery, AL, now stands like a 
giant in the history of the 20th cen-
tury. 

I thank our colleagues and the lead-
ership for their support for passing S. 
531 today. While we still face too long 
a journey to end discrimination, Rosa 
Parks and thousands of individual acts 
of courage have made us more free and 
have inspired the rest of us to carry on 
in our own efforts. 

With that, I yield the floor.
Mr. BAYH. Madam President, I rise 

today to express my support for award-
ing Mrs. Rosa Parks a Congressional 
Gold Medal in recognition of her con-
tributions to the nation. 

On December 1, 1955, in Montgomery, 
Alabama, Rosa Parks got on a bus—a 
quiet, proud woman, bound unfairly by 
the laws of our country and the limits 
of her surroundings. But by the time 

the police took her off that bus, she 
was bound only by the strength of her 
will, a will that refused to be moved. 

Rosa Parks refused to go to the back 
of the bus. 

Somewhere, in the brief moment that 
separates a spoken objection from an 
act of protest, Rosa Parks emerged as 
the ‘‘first lady of civil rights,’’ and the 
‘‘mother of the freedom movement.’’ 
We look at this woman’s accomplish-
ment and we salute her for the civil 
rights movement she helped set in mo-
tion. We look back now, and we ap-
plaud the monumental force which is 
still a vital part of our society today. 

Back in the 1950’s, in a small city, on 
an ordinary bus, she had neither titles 
nor honorifics. She was just Rosa 
Parks—and ‘‘just’’ Rosa Parks refused 
to let others limit what she was sup-
posed to do. Her act was defined, not by 
its violence, but rather by its non-vio-
lent challenge towards a violent sys-
tem. 

Rosa Parks refused to go to the back 
of the bus. 

If our country’s history has taught us 
anything, it is that small decisions of 
action can change our world. If Rosa 
Parks has taught us anything, it is 
that the courageous action of one indi-
vidual can be more powerful than the 
shouted declaration of a crowd. 

Thus, I am honored today to join 
with my colleagues in honoring this 
great American whose courage, dig-
nity, and character have continued to 
serve as an inspiration for the quiet 
but heroic actions that shape our 
world. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California is recognized. 

Mrs. BOXER. Thank you, Madam 
President. 

Madam President, how much time re-
mains on the Democratic side? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Eighteen 
minutes. 

Mrs. BOXER. Thank you very much. 
Madam President, I ask for as much 

time as I might consume—not expect-
ing to consume more than about 5 or 10 
minutes. 

Madam President, this is a good day 
for the Senate. I am very proud to be a 
cosponsor of S. 531, and I want to thank 
my colleagues, Senators ABRAHAM, 
LEVIN, SESSIONS, KENNEDY and HARKIN, 
for working on this important and his-
toric legislation and making sure that 
it was brought to the floor of the Sen-
ate. 

Today I expect that we will move for-
ward unanimously—this is my expecta-
tion—in the effort to award Rosa Parks 
a Congressional Gold Medal which will 
celebrate her leadership to ensure that 
all of us are treated equally in this 
country, the greatest of all countries 
in the world, the United States of 
America. 

I urge the House to move forward 
with their bill. I understand they have 
many, many cosponsors, so we ought to 
take care of this soon. 
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The last time I saw Rosa Parks, she 

was getting on in years, just as we all 
do. It would be important to allow her 
this one more reward for her bravery, 
for her courage, and recognize that she 
is an inspiration to every single one of 
us regardless of our race or religion, re-
gardless of what we look like, regard-
less of whether we have a disability or 
not. We all find ourselves in the situa-
tion where we are not treated equally. 
And for ensuring that African Ameri-
cans will be treated equally, Rosa 
Parks took a giant step forward for all 
of us. 

I shudder to think of where our coun-
try would be were it not for the pio-
neers in the civil rights movement. We 
have seen in the world and we see every 
day what happens when people turn on 
people for no reason other than the sta-
tus of their birth. It makes no sense. It 
goes against God. But it happens. 

For us to take time out particularly 
now to honor Rosa Parks is very, very 
fitting. Where would we have been as a 
society if Mrs. Parks had agreed when 
the bus driver turned around, and said, 
‘‘You get up and give your seat’’ to a 
white person on December 1, 1955? We 
don’t have to speculate, because Rosa 
Parks had the courage to say no. 

At the time she was 42 years old. She 
was coming back from work. She was 
tired. She worked hard, and she 
thought to herself—I am sure because I 
am sure she had thought it many 
times—‘‘Am I worth so little as a 
human being that I can’t have the dig-
nity to have a seat on a bus?’’ 

Senator ABRAHAM was talking about 
the first time he heard about Rosa 
Parks. We all have our experiences 
when we are in the presence of great-
ness and how it feels. It is very hum-
bling to meet someone like that. She 
could have been beaten, injured, or 
killed for a very simple premise that 
she had an equal right to sit on a bus. 

When I was a little girl—and I will 
not give away how old I was—I was in 
a southern State where my mother was 
recuperating from an illness. I was 
very unaware of any of these laws that 
said black people have to go on the 
back of the bus. I didn’t know anything 
about it. I was young. I was having fun. 
I found myself in a situation with my 
mother in a bus. And I was sitting 
down kind of towards the front, about 
the middle of the bus. An elderly 
woman came in who happened to be Af-
rican American. She was carrying a lot 
of packages. She was frail. I did what I 
was always taught to do. I stood up. I 
said, ‘‘Here, ma’am. Please sit down.’’ 
My mother was sitting next to me on 
the bus. She let me do this. She knew. 
And this woman said, ‘‘No, thank you.’’ 
I didn’t understand. 

I said, ‘‘No. Really. Please sit down. I 
want you to sit down.’’ She said, ‘‘No. 
No, thank you.’’ And she proceeded 
down. And my mother told me. She 
leaned over, and she said, ‘‘She can’t 

sit there.’’ I said, ‘‘Why?’’ ‘‘Because she 
is minority, she can’t sit there.’’ 

I didn’t know quite what to do. I 
mean I was not quite a teen. But I 
knew this was absolutely wrong be-
cause of everything that I was taught 
as a child in my loving family. 

I just said to my mother, ‘‘Well, I am 
not going to sit down. I will just stand 
up.’’ I went toward the back and held 
on and stood up, and for whatever it 
was worth—nothing, probably, but to 
me at least what I did was not totally 
helpless. It occurred to me as a young-
ster, this makes no sense at all. 

The thought that it took Rosa Parks 
to turn it around is amazing to me. It 
shows you how institutions of discrimi-
nation are so inculcated in society that 
it takes that kind of bravery to turn it 
around. 

What is the message of all of this 
when we give Rosa Parks this medal? 
It is, of course, to remember these 
times, because if we don’t remember 
the past, we are bound to repeat it. Ev-
erybody said that it is true. But it is 
also a message to our young people, 
and to all of us who live pretty good 
lives—that we should have a little bit 
of courage in our lives, that when we 
see something wrong, if we hear some-
thing that is offensive, that is hurtful, 
it is real easy to turn the other way. 
And we hear it all the time. We always 
say, ‘‘Well, I don’t want to really not 
be liked by everyone. I don’t want to 
say anything. They will think I am ‘po-
litically correct’.’’ I hate that term, be-
cause I don’t get that term. It is either 
right or it is wrong. It is not ‘‘politi-
cally’’ anything. It is right or it is 
wrong. If it is wrong, we need to do 
something. We may not have the cour-
age of Rosa Parks. Not all of us are 
born with that. But there are things 
that we can do. 

Mrs. Parks’ quiet strength and defi-
ance helped commence one of the most 
profound social movements in Amer-
ican history. Imagine just saying, ‘‘No. 
I will not give up. I have a right to be 
treated equally.’’ She helped precipi-
tate the Civil Rights Act of 1964. It 
took a long time. But we came around. 

That is why this country is so great, 
because we do the right thing. 

There she was, a woman of 42 years 
old, well respected, and had a lot to 
lose by acting out in this way. But she 
did it. 

She also refused to take ‘‘Black 
Only’’ escalators, and often avoided 
riding the bus home from work because 
of the constant harassment and the 
segregated seating arrangement. 

Finally, she acted. Her arrest was a 
call to action for the African American 
residents in Montgomery, AL, who 
were determined to fight segregation 
and win. 

That boycott lasted 382 days, and it 
involved 42,000 boycotters. It cost the 
bus company a lot of profit. 

Then, in 1956, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that the Montgomery segregation 

law was illegal and ordered the deseg-
regation of buses. 

That was the first of many victories 
for those in the civil rights movement. 

When you see Mrs. Parks, you will 
see a fragile person. You look in her 
eyes, and you try to imagine what it 
was like for her to do what she did. But 
you see a strength in those eyes. She 
kept the community glued together for 
the common goal of equality, and she 
changed this Nation for the better for-
ever. 

This is what she said when someone 
asked her how she would like to be 
known. She said, ‘‘I would like to be 
known as a person who is concerned 
about freedom and equality and justice 
and prosperity for all people.’’ 

Her actions made sure that this Na-
tion does offer freedom, equality, jus-
tice, and prosperity to all people if 
they work hard for it. 

Our courts ensure that people are 
free from discrimination. When we see 
it here, we cry out about it with one 
voice, whether it is against people for 
the color of their skin, their sexual ori-
entation, their disability, or their reli-
gion. It is all part of what it means to 
be an American, it seems to me, to 
fight for equality for all our people. 
That is what makes us a better coun-
try. It makes us a more prosperous na-
tion. 

In closing, I will read part of the pre-
amble to the Constitution. The great 
thing about our country is we don’t put 
our Constitution on a back shelf. We 
try to make it real. There are a lot of 
nations in the world that have good 
constitutions but they don’t enforce 
them.

WE THE PEOPLE of the United States, in 
Order to form a more perfect Union, estab-
lish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, 
provide for the common defense, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of 
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this CONSTITU-
TION. . . .

‘‘[D]omestic Tranquility.’’ It is not 
tranquil if we are hurting one another, 
if we discriminate against one another. 

‘‘[E]stablish Justice.’’ We have no 
justice if people can’t sit down on the 
bus or can’t go to a school simply be-
cause of the color of their skin or be-
cause of a disability. 

‘‘[P]romote the general Welfare.’’ 
You can’t have a society where every-
one is moving forward if we discrimi-
nate against people. 

This Constitution is a magnificent 
document, and Rosa Parks, with her 
action, made that Constitution a living 
document. The Supreme Court looked 
at what was going on and they said 
that was wrong; it is unconstitutional 
to harm people, to discriminate against 
people, because of the status of their 
birth. So we continue to fight for civil 
rights. These fights come in many dif-
ferent ways. I think it is pretty simple. 
It is what Mrs. Parks said:

VerDate jul 14 2003 09:55 Sep 29, 2004 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR99\S19AP9.000 S19AP9



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE6800 April 19, 1999
I would like to be known as a person who 

is concerned about freedom, equality, justice 
and prosperity for all people.

Very simple. But I think we ought to 
look at that and give everything we do 
here the Rosa Parks test: Are we doing 
the right thing for the people of this 
great Nation? She deserves this con-
gressional medal, this gold medal. 

I am very proud, Madam President, 
to have the opportunity to be here and 
make a few comments. I reserve the re-
mainder of my time, and I suggest the 
absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative assistant proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I am 
delighted to see the Senate take up 
this bill—and I suspect we will pass 
this bill unanimously—honoring the 
courage and leadership of Rosa Parks. 
She played a significant role in moving 
this country toward recognition of 
human dignity and protection of civil 
rights of all our citizens. 

As we move forward in unanimity to 
call for a medal to recognize Rosa 
Parks’ contribution to our history, I 
hope all of the sponsors and supporters 
of this bill will also take at least a mo-
ment to consider not only the progress 
we made but the distance we have yet 
to travel. 

I hope, among other things, the Sen-
ate will honor Rosa Parks and all that 
the civil rights movement in this coun-
try has accomplished by moving for-
ward with the nomination of Bill Lann 
Lee to head the Civil Rights Division 
at the Department of Justice. Action 
on this matter is long overdue. 

Bill Lann Lee is the first Asian 
American to be nominated to head the 
Civil Rights Division in its history, 42-
year history. He is currently serving as 
the Acting Assistant Attorney General 
for Civil Rights as he has for almost 16 
months. He has done an impressive job 
enforcing our Nation’s civil rights 
laws. 

He was originally nominated in July 
1997. Despite his excellent credentials 
and legal record, some chose to dema-
gogue his nomination and turn it into 
a symbolic vote against the President. 

Six former Assistant Attorneys Gen-
eral for Civil Rights, from the Eisen-
hower through the Bush administra-
tions, wrote to the Judiciary Com-
mittee in support of his nomination: 
Harold Tyler, Burke Marshall, Stephen 
J. Pollak, J. Stanley Pottinger, Drew 
Days, and John R. Dunne. But he has 
still not come before the Senate. 

He was renominated in January 1998, 
but the committee went all of last ses-
sion without reporting his nomination. 
He was renominated again for the third 

time last month. It is past time to do 
the right and honorable thing, and re-
port this qualified nominee to the Sen-
ate. 

I hope, Madam President, that the 
Senate will be allowed to vote on Bill 
Lann Lee and not just leave him bot-
tled up in a committee where a small 
minority of the Senate can vote. After 
29 months and three sessions of Con-
gress, bring it before the Senate of the 
United States, so that all Senators—
Republican and Democrat alike—can 
either vote for him or vote against 
him. Let all Senators state to the 
country whether this extraordinary 
person is going to be allowed to serve 
in the position for which he has been 
nominated or whether we will tell this 
outstanding Asian American that the 
doors of the Senate are closed to him. 

That is the question. Do we open the 
doors to this outstanding Asian Amer-
ican or do we close the doors? Right 
now they are closed. Let’s have them 
open. 

Civil Rights is about human dignity 
and opportunity. Bill Lann Lee’s nomi-
nation ought to have the opportunity 
for an up or down vote on the Senate 
floor. He should no longer be forced to 
ride in the back on the nominations 
bus but be given the fair vote that he 
deserves. 

After looking at Bill Lee’s record, I 
knew he was a man who could effec-
tively lead the Civil Rights Division, 
enforce the law and resolve disputes. 
Prior to his tenure at the Department 
of Justice, he had been involved in ap-
proximately 200 cases in his 23 years of 
law practice, of which he settled all but 
six of them. This is strong evidence 
that Mr. Lee is a problem solver and 
practical in his approach to the law. No 
one who has taken the time thoroughly 
to review his record could call him an 
idealogue. I knew Bill Lee would be 
reasonable and practical in his ap-
proach to the job, and that he would be 
a top-notch enforcer of the nation’s 
civil rights laws. All of this has proven 
true. 

Over the past several months, Bill 
Lee has been acting head of the Civil 
Rights Division the way it should be 
run. Here in Washington, where we 
have a lot of show horses, Bill Lee is a 
work horse—a dedicated public servant 
who is working hard to help solve some 
of our nation’s most difficult problems. 
He is solving problems every day in big 
and small cases, which are settled or 
brought to trial by his remarkable 
team of attorneys in the Division. 

During his tenure, the Civil Rights 
Division has resolved several hate 
crimes cases, including: In Idaho, six 
men pleaded guilty to engaging in a se-
ries of racially motivated attacks on 
Mexican-American men, women and 
children, some as young as 9-years-old; 
in Arizona, three members of a skin-
head group pleaded guilty to burning a 
cross in the front yard of an African-

American woman; and in Texas, a man 
pleaded guilty to entering a Jewish 
temple and firing several gun shots 
while shouting anti-Semitic slurs. 

The Division has also been vigorously 
enforcing our criminal statutes, includ-
ing: indictments against three people 
in Arkansas charged with church burn-
ing; guilty pleas by 16 Puerto Rico cor-
rectional officers who beat 22 inmates 
and then tried to cover it up; cases 
arising from Mexican women and girls, 
some as young as 14, being lured to the 
U.S. and then being forced into pros-
titution; and guilty pleas from 18 de-
fendants who forced 60 deaf Mexican 
nationals to sell trinkets on the streets 
of New York. Out of concerns about 
slavery continuing in the U.S., Bill Lee 
has created a Worker Exploitation 
Task Force to coordinate enforcement 
efforts with the Department of Labor. I 
commend Mr. Lee for putting the spot-
light on these shameful crimes. 

Other significant cases which the 
Civil Rights Division has handled over 
the past year include the following: 
several long-standing school desegrega-
tion cases were settled or their consent 
decrees were terminated, including 
cases in Kansas City, Kansas; San Juan 
County, Utah; and Indianapolis, Indi-
ana. Japanese-Latin Americans who 
were deported and interned in the 
United States during World War II also 
received compensation last year. Law-
suits in Ohio and Washington, D.C. 
were settled to allow women better ac-
cess to women’s health clinics. 

This record indicates that Bill Lee 
has been running the Division the way 
it should be run. Over the past year, we 
have seen the strong and steady work 
of the Division — solid achievements 
and effective law enforcement. I had 
high expectations for Bill Lee when he 
was nominated and I have not been dis-
appointed. He is doing a terrific job, 
and I know that he will keep up the 
good work. 

Given his outstanding work as Act-
ing Assistant Attorney General for 
Civil Rights, I urge the Committee and 
the Senate to take up his nomination 
and accord him the dignity of a Senate 
vote. I am confident that in a fair vote 
on his nomination Bill Lann Lee will 
be confirmed by the United States Sen-
ate as the Assistant Attorney General 
for Civil Rights. He should no longer be 
relegated to second class status as an 
Acting Assistant Attorney General. He 
should be confirmed and serve out his 
term with the full measure of dignity 
accorded to all other Assistant Attor-
neys General in charge of Civil Rights 
during our history. 

When Bill Lee appeared before the 
Committee for his confirmation hear-
ing in 1997, he testified candidly about 
his views, his work and his values. He 
articulated to us that he understands 
that as the Assistant Attorney General 
for the Civil Rights Division his client 
is the United States and all of its peo-
ple. He told us poignantly about why 
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he became a person who has dedicated 
his life to equal justice for all when he 
spoke of the treatment that his parents 
received as immigrants. Mr. Lee told 
us how in spite of his father’s personal 
treatment and experiences, William 
Lee remained a fierce American pa-
triot, volunteered to serve in the 
United States Army Air Corps in World 
War II and never lost his belief in 
America. 

He inspired his son just as Bill Lee 
now inspires his own children and 
countless others across the land. They 
are the kind of heroes that we honor 
and respect as fellow Americans. Mr. 
Lee told us:

My father is my hero, but I confess that I 
found it difficult for many years to appre-
ciate his unflinching patriotism in the face 
of daily indignities. In my youth, I did not 
understand how he could remain so deeply 
grateful to a country where he and my moth-
er faced so much intolerance. But I began to 
appreciate that the vision he had of being an 
American was a vision so compelling that he 
could set aside the momentary ugliness. He 
knew that the basic American tenet of equal-
ity of opportunity is the bedrock of our soci-
ety.

I know that Bill Lann Lee has re-
mained true to all that his father 
taught him and I hope that the ‘‘mo-
mentary ugliness’’ of people opposing 
his nomination based on an ideological 
litmus test, and of people distorting his 
achievements and beliefs, and of some 
succumbing to narrow partisanship, 
will not be his reward for a career of 
good works. Such treatment drives 
good people from public service and 
distorts the role of the Senate. 

I have often referred to the Senate as 
acting at its best when it serves as the 
conscience of the nation. In this case, I 
am afraid that the Senate may show no 
conscience. I call on the Senate’s Re-
publican leadership to end their tar-
geting of Bill Lann Lee and to work 
with us to bring this nomination to the 
floor without obstruction so that the 
Senate may vote and we may confirm a 
fine person to lead the Civil Rights Di-
vision into the next century. Racial 
discrimination, and harmful discrimi-
nation in all its forms—remains one of 
the most vexing unsolved problems of 
our society. Let the Senate rise to this 
occasion to unite the nation. 

Bill Lann Lee is highly educated and 
highly skilled. He could have spent his 
career in the comfort and affluence of 
any one of the nation’s top law firms. 
Yet he chose to spend his career on the 
front lines, helping to open the doors of 
opportunity to those who struggle in 
our society. And now some decry his 
lifetime of advocacy for civil rights by 
arguing that a civil rights advocate 
should not head the Civil Rights Divi-
sion. The chief enforcement officer for 
our civil rights should be someone who 
believes in our civil rights laws. 

Bill Lee’s skills, his experience, the 
compelling personal journey that he 
and his family have traveled, his com-

mitment to full opportunity for all 
Americans—these qualities appeal to 
the best in us. Let us affirm the best in 
us. Let us confirm—or at least allow 
the Senate to vote on the confirmation 
of this good man. We need Bill Lann 
Lee’s proven problem-solving abilities 
in these difficult times. 

If the Senate is allowed to decide, I 
believe he will be confirmed and will 
move this country forward to a time 
when discrimination will subside and 
affirmative action is no longer needed; 
a time when each child— girl or boy, 
black or white, rich or poor, urban or 
rural, regardless of national or ethnic 
origin and regardless of sexual orienta-
tion or disability—shall have a fair and 
equal opportunity to live the American 
dream. 

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BUNNING. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BUNNING. Madam President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and was read the 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The yeas and nays have been ordered. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll.
Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the 

Senator from Utah (Mr. BENNETT), the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. FRIST), 
the Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. 
GREGG), the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. JEFFORDS), the Senator from Ari-
zona (Mr. MCCAIN), and the Senator 
from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-
ator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN), the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KERRY), the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Senator from 
Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator 
from Rhode Island (Mr. REED), the Sen-
ator from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES), 
and the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
TORRICELLI) are necessarily absent. 

I also announce that the Senator 
from New York (Mr. MOYNIHAN) is ab-
sent due to surgery. 

I further announce that, if present 
and voting, the Senator from New York 
(Mr. MOYNIHAN) and the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) would each 
vote ‘‘aye.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. FITZ-
GERALD). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber who desire to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 86, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 88 Leg.] 
YEAS—86

Abraham 
Akaka 
Allard 
Ashcroft 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Bingaman 
Bond 
Boxer 
Breaux 
Brownback 
Bryan 
Bunning 
Burns 
Byrd 
Campbell 
Chafee 
Cleland 
Cochran 
Collins 
Conrad 
Coverdell 
Craig 
Crapo 
Daschle 
DeWine 
Dodd 
Domenici 
Dorgan 

Durbin 
Edwards 
Enzi 
Feingold 
Feinstein 
Fitzgerald 
Gorton 
Graham 
Gramm 
Grams 
Grassley 
Hagel 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Helms 
Hollings 
Hutchinson 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Inouye 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kerrey 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 

Lincoln 
Lott 
Lugar 
Mack 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nickles 
Reid 
Robb 
Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Roth 
Santorum 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Smith (NH) 
Smith (OR) 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stevens 
Thomas 
Thompson 
Thurmond 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Wellstone 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—14

Bennett 
Biden 
Frist 
Gregg 
Jeffords 

Kerry 
Lautenberg 
McCain 
Mikulski 
Moynihan 

Reed 
Sarbanes 
Shelby 
Torricelli 

The bill (S. 531) was passed, as fol-
lows:

S. 531
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds that—
(1) Rosa Parks was born on February 4, 

1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama, the first child of 
James and Leona (Edwards) McCauley; 

(2) Rosa Parks is honored as the ‘‘first lady 
of civil rights’’ and the ‘‘mother of the free-
dom movement’’, and her quiet dignity ig-
nited the most significant social movement 
in the history of the United States; 

(3) Rosa Parks was arrested on December 1, 
1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing 
to give up her seat on a bus to a white man, 
and her stand for equal rights became leg-
endary; 

(4) news of Rosa Parks’ arrest resulted in 
42,000 African Americans boycotting Mont-
gomery buses for 381 days, beginning on De-
cember 5, 1955, until the bus segregation laws 
were changed on December 21, 1956; 

(5) the United States Supreme Court ruled 
on November 13, 1956, that the Montgomery 
segregation law was unconstitutional, and 
on December 20, 1956, Montgomery officials 
were ordered to desegregate buses; 

(6) the civil rights movement led to the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which broke down 
the barriers of legal discrimination against 
African Americans and made equality before 
the law a reality for all Americans; 

(7) Rosa Parks is the recipient of many 
awards and accolades for her efforts on be-
half of racial harmony, including the 
Springarn Award, the NAACP’s highest 
honor for civil rights contributions, the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s 
highest civilian honor, and the first Inter-
national Freedom Conductor Award from the 
National Underground Railroad Freedom 
Center; 
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(8) Rosa Parks has dedicated her life to the 

cause of universal human rights and truly 
embodies the love of humanity and freedom; 

(9) Rosa Parks was the first woman to join 
the Montgomery chapter of the NAACP, was 
an active volunteer for the Montgomery Vot-
ers League, and in 1987, cofounded the Rosa 
and Raymond Parks Institute for Self-Devel-
opment; 

(10) Rosa Parks, by her quiet courage, sym-
bolizes all that is vital about nonviolent pro-
test, as she endured threats of death and per-
sisted as an advocate for the simple, basic 
lessons she taught the Nation and from 
which the Nation has benefited immeas-
urably; and 

(11) Rosa Parks, who has resided in the 
State of Michigan since 1957, has become a 
living icon for freedom in America. 
SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to award to Rosa Parks, 
on behalf of the Congress, a gold medal of ap-
propriate design honoring Rosa Parks in rec-
ognition of her contributions to the Nation. 

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award referred to in subsection 
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (hereafter 
in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall strike a gold medal with suitable em-
blems, devices, and inscriptions, to be deter-
mined by the Secretary. 
SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS. 

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck pur-
suant to section 2, under such regulations as 
the Secretary may prescribe, and at a price 
sufficient to cover the costs thereof, includ-
ing labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, 
and overhead expenses, and the cost of the 
gold medal. 
SEC. 4. STATUS AS NATIONAL MEDALS. 

The medals struck pursuant to this Act are 
national medals for purposes of chapter 51 of 
title 31, United States Code. 
SEC. 5. FUNDING. 

(a) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the 
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund 
an amount not to exceed $30,000 to pay for 
the cost of the medals authorized by this 
Act. 

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received 
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals 
under section 3 shall be deposited in the 
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
move to reconsider the vote, and I 
move to lay that motion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to a period of morning 
business with Senators permitted to 
speak up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business Friday, April 16, 1999, 
the federal debt stood at 
$5,640,540,994,484.49 (Five trillion, six 
hundred forty billion, five hundred 
forty million, nine hundred ninety-four 

thousand, four hundred eighty-four dol-
lars and forty-nine cents). 

One year ago, April 16, 1998, the fed-
eral debt stood at $5,510,369,000,000 
(Five trillion, five hundred ten billion, 
three hundred sixty-nine million). 

Fifteen years ago, April 16, 1984, the 
federal debt stood at $1,486,333,000,000 
(One trillion, four hundred eighty-six 
billion, three hundred thirty-three mil-
lion). 

Twenty-five years ago, April 16, 1974, 
the federal debt stood at $473,584,000,000 
(Four hundred seventy-three billion, 
five hundred eighty-four million) which 
reflects a debt increase of more than $5 
trillion—$5,166,956,994,484.49 (Five tril-
lion, one hundred sixty-six billion, nine 
hundred fifty-six million, nine hundred 
ninety-four thousand, four hundred 
eighty-four dollars and forty-nine 
cents) during the past 25 years.

f 

HONORING 1999 NATIONAL 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to congratulate Andrew 
Baumgartner of Augusta, Georgia on 
being named the 1999 National Teacher 
of the Year. 

Mr. Baumgartner, who teaches kin-
dergarten at A. Brian Merry Elemen-
tary School in Augusta, has been a 
teacher for 23 years. His motivation 
and source of inspiration comes in part 
from the belief that it was his duty to 
give something back to society, and he 
has done so through his teaching. 

To achieve his goal of getting kids to 
learn, Mr. Baumgartner creates a sense 
of adventure in his classroom. He has 
used his creativity and imagination to 
bring the magic of reading and learning 
to the minds of his kids. 

The award, sponsored by the Council 
of Chief State School Officers and 
Scholastic, Inc., will send Mr. 
Baumgartner on a promotional tour as 
1999 National Teacher of the Year, 
where he will share his innovative 
ideas with other teachers around the 
nation. I wish Mr. Baumgartner the 
best of luck during this tour and am 
confident that he will inspire other 
teachers with his creativity and will-
ingness to do whatever it takes to get 
kids to learn. 

Once again, Mr. President, I con-
gratulate Andrew Baumgartner on 
being named 1999 National Teacher of 
the Year and I commend him for his 
dedication to teaching America’s 
youth. As we continue to search for 
ways to improve education in our coun-
try, let us look at the example set by 
Mr. Baumgartner and be inspired by 
his commitment to education.

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

January 6, 1999, the Secretary of the 

Senate on April 16, 1999, during the ad-
journment of the Senate, received a 
message from the House of Representa-
tives announcing that the Speaker has 
signed the following enrolled bills:

H.R. 1376. An act to extend the tax benefits 
available with respect to services performed 
in a combat zone to services performed in 
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia/
Montenegro) and certain other areas, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 911. An act to designate the Federal 
building located at 310 New Bern Avenue in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, as the ‘‘Terry San-
ford Federal Building.’’

Under the authority of the order of 
January 6, 1999, the enrolled bills were 
signed on April 16, 1999, during the ad-
journment of the Senate by the Presi-
dent pro tempore (Mr. THURMOND). 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 12:17 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to 
the following concurrent resolutions, 
in which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 81. Concurrent resolution per-
mitting the use of the Rotunda of the Cap-
itol for a Ceremony in honor of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and welcoming the 
three newest members of NATO, the Repub-
lic of Poland, the Republic of Hungary, and 
the Czech Republic, into NATO. 

H. Con. Res. 83. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that the 
Government of the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia and its President Slobodan 
Milosevic release the three detained United 
States servicemen and abide by the Geneva 
Conventions regarding the treatment of both 
prisoners of war and civilians. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following concurrent resolution 

was read and referred as indicated:
H. Con. Res. 83. A concurrent resolution ex-

pressing the sense of the Congress that the 
Government of the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia and its President Slobodan 
Milosevic release the three detained United 
States servicemen and abide by the Geneva 
Conventions regarding the treatment of both 
prisoners of war and civilians; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated.

EC–2607. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts, transmitting, a pro-
posed emergency supplemental request for 
fiscal year 1999; to the Committee on Appro-
priations. 

EC–2608. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Interior for Indian Af-
fairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Class III Gaming Pro-
cedures’’ (RIN1076–AD87) received on April 6, 
1999; to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

VerDate jul 14 2003 09:55 Sep 29, 2004 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR99\S19AP9.000 S19AP9


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T12:48:23-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




