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Mr. Speaker, bring us into this new
economic prosperity.

———

DOLLARS TO THE CLASSROOM

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today Sen-
ator TIM HUTCHINSON and I introduced
the Dollars to the Classroom Act, to
benefit schoolchildren and teachers all
across this country in our public
schools by directing that Federal fund-
ing for elementary and secondary edu-
cation goes directly to classrooms and
to teachers where the learning process
actually takes place, by restricting
how much money can be spent on bu-
reaucracy.

By requiring that 95 cents of every
Federal dollar gets into the classroom,
the children and teachers of this Na-
tion will see an additional $870 million
out of existing appropriations. That is
$10,000 per school, translating into $450
for every single classroom in America.

I have with me a check that the Sen-
ate and House Members signed earlier
today in the amount of $870 million. We
presented this directly to the children.

My colleagues have an opportunity
to help bring needed change. Join me
and the 127 cosponsors in sponsoring
and introducing the Dollars to the
Classroom Act today.

———

TOM LEYDEN, TEXAS PRINCIPAL
OF THE YEAR

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to bring special
attention to an outstanding individual
who is making a real difference in the
lives of children in my district. He is
Principal Tom Leyden of the Plano
Independent School District in Plano,
Texas.

Tom Leyden was recently named the
Texas principal of the year by the
Texas Association of Secondary School
Principals. This honor qualifies Mr.
Leyden for eligibility as the National
Principal of the Year, which will be an-
nounced in October.

Tom Leyden is a shining reminder of
what a difference our local officials can
make in the lives of our children. I am
proud to represent Tom Leyden, and I
plan to do everything I can to make
sure we help all the Tom Leydens of
America by keeping the Federal Gov-
ernment out of their way and putting
education back in the hands of local
principals, parents, and teachers.

———

EDUCATION FLEXIBILITY BILL

(Mr. LINDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, for too
long, our educational system has been
handcuffed by the misguided ideas of
Federal bureaucrats. For too long our
children have been used as pawns in
this political game.

The time for that to end is now. It is
time for us to stop the partisanship, to
stop the bickering, and roll up our
sleeves and get to work. We cannot, as
a Nation, allow our children to become
adults without the tools to succeed.
The key to unlocking the powers of
first-rate education is the freedom to
make choices, giving parents the power
to choose their children’s education.

Let us pass the Education Flexibility
bill, which was announced just mo-
ments ago by the chairman of the com-
mittee. It will be on the floor this
week. Let us pass the bill to allow the
States to move past bureaucratic rules
that actually inhibit success and bring
new and innovative solutions to their
classrooms.

This bill will expand education flexi-
bility to all 50 States. It will empower
every school district to move past the
bureaucracy and do what they believe
is best to help their students learn. Let
us return education decision-making to
those who know what is best for Amer-
ica’s students. We will find them in
each student’s community, not in
Washington.

———

SUPPORT DOLLARS TO THE
CLASSROOM

(Mr. ROYCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing I had the opportunity to join the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PiTTs) at a press conference for the
Dollars to the Classroom Act. And also
present were students from around the
country and teachers and administra-
tors speaking in support of the bill.

Unfortunately, as the system is set
up now, as little as 65 cents on the dol-
lar makes it to the classroom. That is
wrong. Many children are being short-
changed. Congress must downsize bu-
reaucracy to ensure students get the
best possible education.

What the Dollars to the Classroom
Act would do is to mandate that at
least 95 percent of Federal education
dollars end up where it is needed most.
Teachers, and most importantly our
children, will be direct beneficiaries of
the spending, and not the bureaucrats.
And under this legislation each school
would receive an increase of $10,000.

Cole Allen is an 8th grader. He is
from Pennsylvania. He spoke at to-
day’s conference about the need for
more money in the classroom. He said
his geography book is titled ‘“World
Geography Today,” but it should be
called ‘““World Geography 13 Years
Ago.”
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Mr. Speaker, we need the money in
the schools for the books.

———

HONORING EMILY GREGOR OF THE
BUCKEYE TRAIL ASSOCIATION

(Mr. Regula asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, many of
my colleagues know of my strong sup-
port for trails throughout this beau-
tiful Nation. No trail is more dear to
my heart though than the Buckeye
Trail in the great State of Ohio. Today
I would like to pay tribute to Emily
Gregor, an icon of the Buckeye Trail.
Emily Gregor’s devotion to the preser-
vation of the trail as a long-time mem-
ber of the Buckeye Trail Association
spans the entire 40 years of its exist-
ence. She has served as its historian
and legislative coordinator and is its
president for 5 years.

Mr. Speaker, I often tell people that
the greatest legacy we can leave is not
what we put in our will, but what we
put in our communities. On the 40th
anniversary of the Buckeye Trail Asso-
ciation, I today would like to commend
Emily Gregor for the legacy she has
given and continues to give to the peo-
ple of Ohio through the Buckeye Trail.
Her tireless commitment to the trail
will be cherished for generations to
come as they explore the wonders of
nature in the great State of Ohio.

———

OUR SERVICEMEN HAVE OUR
TOTAL, UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT

(Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, there is a 20-year-old airman out
there who is working incredible hours,
7 days a week, all for a cause that he
trusts is just.

He puts his faith in his government,
in officers above him and in the people
of the United States that he will only
be put in harm’s way for noble and
worthy reasons.

That 20-year-old is stationed in
Aviano, Italy, and elsewhere across the
globe. He does not have time to read
the New York Times or to watch CNN
to see how the war is going because he
is too busy doing his job, making sure
that the planes being flown in actual
combat missions are as safe and effec-
tive as humanly possible. He is un-
aware of the debates going on in Con-
gress about the wisdom of our policy in
the Balkans. He cares little for poli-
tics, but he does expect his political
leaders to put one concern above all
others, do whatever it takes to see that
our mission is successful.

We are only Americans now, and that
20-year-old airman and all of his fellow
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servicemen have our total, unqualified,
full support. May God bring him home
safely.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Pursuant to the provisions of
clause 8, rule XX, the Chair announces
that he will postpone further pro-
ceedings today on each motion to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 rule XX.

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after debate has concluded on
all motions to suspend the rules.

———————

AUTHORIZING AWARDING OF GOLD
MEDAL TO ROSA PARKS

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 573) to authorize the President to
award a gold medal on behalf of the
Congress to Rosa Parks in recognition
of her contributions to the Nation, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 573

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Rosa Parks was born on February 4,
1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama, the first child of
James and Leona (Edwards) McCauley.

(2) Rosa Parks is honored as the ‘‘first lady
of civil rights” and the ‘“‘mother of the free-
dom movement’’; her quiet dignity ignited
the most significant social movement in the
history of the United States.

(3) Rosa Parks was arrested on December 1,
1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing
to give up her seat on a bus to a white man,
and her stand for equal rights became leg-
endary.

(4) News of Rosa Parks’ arrest resulted in
42,000 African Americans boycotting Mont-
gomery buses for 381 days beginning on De-
cember 5, 1955, until the bus segregation laws
were changed on December 21, 1956.

(5) The United States Supreme Court ruled
on November 13, 1956, that the Montgomery
segregation law was unconstitutional, and
on December 20, 1956, Montgomery officials
were ordered to desegregate buses.

(6) The civil rights movement led to the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 which broke down
the barriers of legal discrimination against
African Americans and made equality before
the law a reality for all Americans.

(7) Rosa Parks is the recipient of many
awards and accolades for her efforts on be-
half of racial harmony, including the
Springarn Award, the NAACP’s highest
honor for civil rights contributions, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s
highest civilian honor, and the first Inter-
national Freedom Conductor Award from the
National Underground Railroad Freedom
Center.

(8) Rosa Parks has dedicated her life to the
cause of universal human rights and truly
embodies the love of humanity and freedom.

(9) Rosa Parks was the first woman to join
the Montgomery chapter of the NAACP, was
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an active volunteer for the Montgomery Vot-
ers League, and in 1987 cofounded the Rosa
and Raymond Parks Institute for Self-Devel-
opment.

(10) Rosa Parks, by her quiet courage, sym-
bolizes all that is vital about nonviolent pro-
test; she endured threats of death and per-
sisted as an advocate for the simple, basic
lessons she taught the Nation and from
which the Nation has benefited immeas-
urably.

(11) Rosa Parks, who has resided in the
State of Michigan since 1957, has become a
living icon for freedom in America.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to award to Rosa Parks,
on behalf of the Congress, a gold medal of ap-
propriate design honoring Rosa Parks in rec-
ognition of her contributions to the Nation.

(b) DEISGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (in this
Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’) shall
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions, to be determined
by the Secretary.

SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck pur-
suant to section 2 under such regulations as
the Secretary may prescribe, and at a price
sufficient to cover the costs thereof, includ-
ing labor, materials, dies, use of machinery,
and overhead expenses, and the cost of the
gold medal.

SEC. 4. STATUS AS NATIONAL MEDALS.

The medals struck pursuant to this Act are
national medals for purposes of chapter 51 of
title 31, United States Code.

SEC. 5. FUNDING.

(a) AUTHORITY To USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund
an amount not to exceed $30,000 to pay for
the cost of the medals authorized by this
Act.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals
under section 3 shall be deposited in the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BACHUS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS).

(Mr. BACHUS asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we are here today to
honor the mother of the civil rights
movement, Rosa Parks. As an Alabam-
ian, I am proud to stand side by side
with my friends on both sides of the
aisle and pay respects to a native Ala-
bamian and a civil rights heroine. Be-
fore saying more, I would also like to
commend the bill’s author, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON), for
obtaining well over 290 signatures nec-
essary to move this bill to the floor of
the House.

Mr. Speaker, Rosa Parks is an Amer-
ican heroine because she is an ordinary
citizen with extraordinary courage.
She had the fortitude to claim for her-
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self the most ordinary, the most basic
of civil rights, to be treated fairly and
equally.

She was born in Tuskegee, Alabama
in 1913. She was the first child of James
and Leona McCauley.

Rosa Parks took a heroic stand and
refused to give up her seat on a bus.
Montgomery buses were boycotted for
381 days. After court cases, legislative
upheaval, the bus segregation laws
were changed on December 21, 1956.

An aside to that, Mr. Speaker, is that
Dr. Martin Luther King was appointed
spokesman for the bus boycott and
taught nonviolence to all the partici-
pants, and there were over 40,000 par-
ticipants in that boycott.

But more importantly, Rosa Parks
led a prairie fire for freedom which
helped ignite and inspire the civil
rights movement. Ultimately, this act
of courage played a major role in
breaking down the barriers of legal dis-
crimination and continues to play a
role in making equality an imperative
goal in America.

Rosa Parks is the recipient of many
awards for her efforts on behalf of ra-
cial harmony. Among them, the
Springarn Award, the NAACP’s highest
honor for civil rights contributions,
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
Nation’s highest civilian honor, and
the first International Freedom Con-
ductor Award from the National Under-
ground Railroad Freedom Center.

Rosa Parks has dedicated her life to
the cause of universal human rights.
She truly embodies the spirit of respect
for humanity and personal freedom
that is central to the American ideal.

Rosa Parks by her quiet courage
symbolizes all that is great in the
American spirit. She endured threats
of death in defending and demanding
for all the most basic rights embodied
in the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights. This Nation has benefited im-
measurably from her heroic efforts,
and the U.S. Congress is proud to cele-
brate her achievements by awarding
her the Congressional Gold Medal.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) be
permitted to control 10 minutes of the
time allocated to me.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, every now and then God
places in our midst an angel, a human
being of extraordinary character and
immeasurable compassion with the en-
ergy and courage to fuel their undying
commitment to justice. Rosa Parks is
that person. Rosa Parks is that angel,
a woman of divine inspiration who, on
December 1, 1955, refused to move from



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T12:49:28-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




