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servicemen have our total, unqualified,
full support. May God bring him home
safely.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Pursuant to the provisions of
clause 8, rule XX, the Chair announces
that he will postpone further pro-
ceedings today on each motion to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 rule XX.

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after debate has concluded on
all motions to suspend the rules.

———————

AUTHORIZING AWARDING OF GOLD
MEDAL TO ROSA PARKS

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 573) to authorize the President to
award a gold medal on behalf of the
Congress to Rosa Parks in recognition
of her contributions to the Nation, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 573

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Rosa Parks was born on February 4,
1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama, the first child of
James and Leona (Edwards) McCauley.

(2) Rosa Parks is honored as the ‘‘first lady
of civil rights” and the ‘“‘mother of the free-
dom movement’’; her quiet dignity ignited
the most significant social movement in the
history of the United States.

(3) Rosa Parks was arrested on December 1,
1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing
to give up her seat on a bus to a white man,
and her stand for equal rights became leg-
endary.

(4) News of Rosa Parks’ arrest resulted in
42,000 African Americans boycotting Mont-
gomery buses for 381 days beginning on De-
cember 5, 1955, until the bus segregation laws
were changed on December 21, 1956.

(5) The United States Supreme Court ruled
on November 13, 1956, that the Montgomery
segregation law was unconstitutional, and
on December 20, 1956, Montgomery officials
were ordered to desegregate buses.

(6) The civil rights movement led to the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 which broke down
the barriers of legal discrimination against
African Americans and made equality before
the law a reality for all Americans.

(7) Rosa Parks is the recipient of many
awards and accolades for her efforts on be-
half of racial harmony, including the
Springarn Award, the NAACP’s highest
honor for civil rights contributions, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s
highest civilian honor, and the first Inter-
national Freedom Conductor Award from the
National Underground Railroad Freedom
Center.

(8) Rosa Parks has dedicated her life to the
cause of universal human rights and truly
embodies the love of humanity and freedom.

(9) Rosa Parks was the first woman to join
the Montgomery chapter of the NAACP, was
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an active volunteer for the Montgomery Vot-
ers League, and in 1987 cofounded the Rosa
and Raymond Parks Institute for Self-Devel-
opment.

(10) Rosa Parks, by her quiet courage, sym-
bolizes all that is vital about nonviolent pro-
test; she endured threats of death and per-
sisted as an advocate for the simple, basic
lessons she taught the Nation and from
which the Nation has benefited immeas-
urably.

(11) Rosa Parks, who has resided in the
State of Michigan since 1957, has become a
living icon for freedom in America.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to award to Rosa Parks,
on behalf of the Congress, a gold medal of ap-
propriate design honoring Rosa Parks in rec-
ognition of her contributions to the Nation.

(b) DEISGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (in this
Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’) shall
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions, to be determined
by the Secretary.

SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck pur-
suant to section 2 under such regulations as
the Secretary may prescribe, and at a price
sufficient to cover the costs thereof, includ-
ing labor, materials, dies, use of machinery,
and overhead expenses, and the cost of the
gold medal.

SEC. 4. STATUS AS NATIONAL MEDALS.

The medals struck pursuant to this Act are
national medals for purposes of chapter 51 of
title 31, United States Code.

SEC. 5. FUNDING.

(a) AUTHORITY To USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund
an amount not to exceed $30,000 to pay for
the cost of the medals authorized by this
Act.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals
under section 3 shall be deposited in the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BACHUS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS).

(Mr. BACHUS asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we are here today to
honor the mother of the civil rights
movement, Rosa Parks. As an Alabam-
ian, I am proud to stand side by side
with my friends on both sides of the
aisle and pay respects to a native Ala-
bamian and a civil rights heroine. Be-
fore saying more, I would also like to
commend the bill’s author, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON), for
obtaining well over 290 signatures nec-
essary to move this bill to the floor of
the House.

Mr. Speaker, Rosa Parks is an Amer-
ican heroine because she is an ordinary
citizen with extraordinary courage.
She had the fortitude to claim for her-
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self the most ordinary, the most basic
of civil rights, to be treated fairly and
equally.

She was born in Tuskegee, Alabama
in 1913. She was the first child of James
and Leona McCauley.

Rosa Parks took a heroic stand and
refused to give up her seat on a bus.
Montgomery buses were boycotted for
381 days. After court cases, legislative
upheaval, the bus segregation laws
were changed on December 21, 1956.

An aside to that, Mr. Speaker, is that
Dr. Martin Luther King was appointed
spokesman for the bus boycott and
taught nonviolence to all the partici-
pants, and there were over 40,000 par-
ticipants in that boycott.

But more importantly, Rosa Parks
led a prairie fire for freedom which
helped ignite and inspire the civil
rights movement. Ultimately, this act
of courage played a major role in
breaking down the barriers of legal dis-
crimination and continues to play a
role in making equality an imperative
goal in America.

Rosa Parks is the recipient of many
awards for her efforts on behalf of ra-
cial harmony. Among them, the
Springarn Award, the NAACP’s highest
honor for civil rights contributions,
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
Nation’s highest civilian honor, and
the first International Freedom Con-
ductor Award from the National Under-
ground Railroad Freedom Center.

Rosa Parks has dedicated her life to
the cause of universal human rights.
She truly embodies the spirit of respect
for humanity and personal freedom
that is central to the American ideal.

Rosa Parks by her quiet courage
symbolizes all that is great in the
American spirit. She endured threats
of death in defending and demanding
for all the most basic rights embodied
in the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights. This Nation has benefited im-
measurably from her heroic efforts,
and the U.S. Congress is proud to cele-
brate her achievements by awarding
her the Congressional Gold Medal.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) be
permitted to control 10 minutes of the
time allocated to me.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, every now and then God
places in our midst an angel, a human
being of extraordinary character and
immeasurable compassion with the en-
ergy and courage to fuel their undying
commitment to justice. Rosa Parks is
that person. Rosa Parks is that angel,
a woman of divine inspiration who, on
December 1, 1955, refused to move from
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