
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS7006 April 20, 1999
Flag on a march with the Canadian Legion on 
two occasions. 

In 1992, Marino received the Humanitarian 
Service Award from the United Cerebral Palsy 
Association and in 1993, he was named ‘‘Man 
of the Year’’ by the Italian-American Veterans 
of Luzerne County. 

Mr. Speaker, Marino Simonetti is a proud 
example of the strong tradition of patriotic vol-
unteerism of our area veterans. Our veterans 
rise to any occasion to assist and support 
each other and are an integral part of our 
community in Northeastern Pennsylvania. I 
send my very best wishes to Marino on this 
special occasion and to all of my good friends 
in the Italian-American Veterans of Luzerne 
County. 
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Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give birthday greetings to a constituent in Fair 
Lawn, New Jersey, Martin Etler of Elmary 
Place, who celebrates his birthday on April 24. 

Marty was born in Holliswood (Queens), 
New York, on April 24, 1929, and eight years 
later in 1937, moved with his parents to 
Paterson where he graduated from East Side 
High School in 1947, and then went into the 
service for four years and three months, serv-
ing his country in the Air Force. 

As a member of the 301st Bomb Group 
(352nd Squadron), Marty was stationed first in 
Guam, then at a Royal Air Force facility out-
side London, and still later at several bases in-
side the United States. 

In 1952, he moved to Fair Lawn, a town in 
our district I am proud not only to represent, 
but also to reside in. He married the lovely 
Violet DeVries, and though his work in the 
maintenance department of United Airlines 
kept him busy for nearly 40 years, he still 
found time to give back to his community. 

As a member of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment for some 20 years, he has given of him-
self willingly on the first Monday of each 
month, and many third Mondays—rarely miss-
ing a meeting except in the summer when he 
has coordinated the reunions of his Air Force 
Squadron and Bomber group all over the 
United States. 

Marty has taken the ‘‘job’’ of being a mem-
ber of the Zoning Board of Adjustment very 
seriously, almost always going out to the 
premises for which a variance is sought, look-
ing at the neighborhood, the relief sought, and 
then trying to work the inevitable compromise 
between the zoning ordinance and those 
seeking a variance or relief from something 
that is otherwise prohibited. 

On the occasion of this milestone birthday, 
Mr. Speaker, I am certain that the entire Bor-
ough of Fair Lawn, and this House of Rep-
resentatives, wishes him well. 
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Dr. Robert H. Holster of Clifton, 
New Jersey, an outstanding individual who 
has dedicated his life to public service. He will 
be honored this Friday, April 9, by parents, 
family, friends, and professionals for his many 
years of outstanding contribution to the com-
munity. It is only fitting that we are gathered 
here tonight in his honor, for he epitomizes 
caring and generosity of spirit. 

Bob Holster has a truly storied past, starting 
with his education from my alma mater, Ford-
ham University, where he graduated in 1969 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Education and a 
minor in Education Psychology. In 1974, Bob 
attended Colombia University, where he re-
ceived his Masters of Art in Curriculum and In-
struction Specialization. Recently in January of 
1999, Bob received his latest achievement, by 
earning his Doctorate Degree in Administration 
and Supervision from Fordham University. 
This educational background serves as the 
foundation for the outstanding work he is 
doing each day on behalf of our students. 

Educated in Passaic, New Jersey, Bob un-
derstands that a successful future for any indi-
vidual is built upon a strong education. Toward 
that end, he has served the Passaic School 
System with distinction for two decades. This 
exemplary career includes eight years as the 
Director of Curriculum and nearly six years as 
Assistant Superintendent of Schools for Cur-
riculum and Staff Development. In both roles, 
Dr. Holster helped to shape the path of learn-
ing for thousands of young people in his com-
munity. 

His tenure has most recently included six 
years as the Superintendent of Passaic’s Pub-
lic Schools. His tenure has been marked by 
innovation, steadfast leadership, and an un-
wavering commitment to each and every stu-
dent in Passaic, New Jersey. 

Superintendent Holster has been recognized 
many times for his community service, includ-
ing being named Passaic City Man of the Year 
in 1987, Lions Club Man of the Year in 1994, 
and the prestigious ‘‘Dissertation Choice 
Award’’ from his alma mater Fordham Univer-
sity in 1995. 

On a personal note, Mr. Speaker, over the 
years I have not only come to know Bob Hol-
ster as an outstanding educator, but I am 
proud to call him a genuine friend. He can al-
ways be counted on in tough times and in 
good ones as well. It is thus with distinct 
pleasure and privilege that I say these words. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you please join me, 
our colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives, Bob’s wife Sharon, his fam-
ily, friends, and co-workers, the Passaic 
School System, and the City of Passaic in 
thanking Superintendent Robert Holster for all 
his years of service to the community. 
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the importance of vol-
unteerism to our Nation. It seems that too 
often today we turn to the government when 
we need assistance. While this may be appro-
priate as a last resort, the government is not 
the answer to all our distinctly individual prob-
lems. Instead, a greater importance must be 
placed on volunteerism as a means of helping 
people. 

One group of my constituents that is per-
forming this very important societal function is 
the Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP). 
In May, RSVP is celebrating their 25th anni-
versary of service to society. For the past 25 
years, this group of 417 active volunteers 
have served the counties of Brown, Calhoun, 
Pike, and Schuyler. 

RSVP provides hundreds of different com-
munity services including tutoring, mentoring, 
companionship, disaster relief, and child care. 
The list of community services that RSVP pro-
vides goes on and on to fit the needs of indi-
viduals in the community. A few examples of 
the personal care and service that RSVP has 
given include making sure that Dorothy, who 
is homebound, receives her afternoon meals 
and that Jesse, a young student, gets the help 
he needs with his spelling. 

Too often people use ‘‘lack of time’’ as an 
excuse when declining to volunteer their time. 
However, some RSVP members volunteer 
only a few hours a week to helping their com-
munity. While a few hours might not sound 
like a lot, it sure means a lot to Dorothy and 
young Jesse. 

I would like to personally congratulate the 
Retired Senior Volunteers Program on their 
upcoming 25th anniversary. They have not 
only helped their community by volunteering 
their time and services, but have also helped 
our Nation by setting an example for all to fol-
low. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW O’LEARY 

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Mrs. MEEK of Florida: Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the late Matthew Paul 
O’Leary, who was born on April 20, 1977, in 
the state of Victoria, Australia. Matt O’Leary 
was an outstanding athlete who earned the 
title, ‘‘Best and Fairest,’’ on many occasions in 
the rugged sport of Australian Rules Football. 
He was an exemplary sportsman in golf, ten-
nis, and cricket, as well. Physical training was 
a daily part of his happy life. Loving the out-
doors, he accompanied his aunt, Helen 
Soulsby, in an extended bicycle tour across 
his home state. 

Highly intelligent, kind, and immensely pop-
ular, Matthew O’Leary lived life intensely and 
brought great joy to those who knew him. He 
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