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INTRODUCTION OF A HOUSE CON-

CURRENT RESOLUTION URGING 
THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESI-
DENT TO INCREASE FUNDING 
FOR THE PELL GRANT AND EX-
ISTING CAMPUS-BASED AID PRO-
GRAMS PRIOR TO FUNDING ANY 
NEW EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a House Concurrent Resolution call-
ing on the Congress and the President to sig-
nificantly increase funding for the Pell Grant 
and Campus-Based Aid programs. 

Every year since we gained the majority, 
Republicans have worked to increase the 
maximum Pell Grant, and we’ve worked hard 
to strengthen higher education programs with 
a proven track record of success. We have 
also enacted tax incentives which help work-
ing families save for the education of their chil-
dren, and ease student loan repayment for 
those who must borrow. 

Most importantly, just over 6 months ago, 
we enacted the Higher Education Amend-
ments of 1998. This vitally important legisla-
tion saved the student loan program and cut 
borrower interest rates; dramatically increased 
the maximum authorized Pell Grant; and 
strengthened the Campus-Based Aid pro-
grams which provide needy students with 
grants, work study opportunities, and low-inter-
est loans. This legislation went a long way to 
achieving our goals of: 

Making college more affordable; 
Simplifying the student aid system; and 
Ensuring academic quality. 
In short, we have truly made higher edu-

cation a priority, and we will continue to do so. 
However, I was shocked when the adminis-

tration sent us a budget proposal along with 
the proclamation that the doors to college 
were now open to all Americans. I was sur-
prised to learn that the administration actually 
believes that it has opened the doors to col-
lege for all. I was disappointed with the details 
of that budget, which cut overall funding for 
Pell Grants by 3 percent, allowed for only 
modest growth in the Campus-Based pro-
grams, and proposed student loan cuts which 
Congress had rejected on a bipartisan basis 
only months before. Instead of supporting 
these core programs which are proven to 
work, the administration pursued funding for 
four new ‘‘designer’’ programs, which have 
not, and probably will never, help one student 
graduate. In talking to students and educators 
alike, I know they share my disappointment. 

Let’s look at the priorities we are setting 
forth today in this resolution. First, it calls for 
a $400 increase to the maximum Pell Grant 
award. The Pell Grant program is the largest 
and most important Federal need-based high-
er education grant program. It is a voucher for 
higher education, which students can take to 
an institution of their choosing and use to pur-
sue the type of education that will most benefit 
them. Every dollar that a student receives 
from the Pell program is a dollar that won’t 
have to be borrowed. With average student in-

debtedness now at $9,700, this is more impor-
tant than ever before. 

The Pell Grant program was created in 
1972, and currently serves 3.8 million stu-
dents. In the late 1970’s, Pell Grants covered 
75 percent of the cost of attending a 4-year 
public college or university. Today, it covers 
only 36 percent of that cost. Restoring some 
of this lost buying power is probably the single 
most important thing we can do to reassure 
students from low-income families that college 
is possible. Funding Pell Grants at the level 
set forth in the resolution would have the 
added benefit of making an additional 215,000 
students eligible, including 21,000 in my home 
State of California. 

Second, this resolution makes funding for 
the Campus-Based Aid programs a priority. 
These programs provide institutions with Fed-
eral support for grant, loan, and work study 
programs. They are need based. However, 
they do provide financial aid professionals with 
more flexibility to tailor the aid package to the 
student’s needs. Most importantly, these pro-
grams require schools that participate to pro-
vide matching funds, which allows us to lever-
age our investment with private dollars. 

Finally, this resolution sets priorities. It says 
to the President and to the American people 
that we are serious about funding the financial 
aid programs we know work, and that we 
shouldn’t create new programs until we meet 
these commitments. 

Mr. Speaker, we are faced with a choice. 
We can blindly buy the ‘‘program du jour’’ on 
the President’s education menu, cooked up by 
the bureaucrats at the Department of Edu-
cation, or we can wisely fund the ‘‘meat and 
potato’’ scholarship programs that have put 
America’s students through college for more 
than a generation. 

I urge my colleagues to show their support 
for America’s students, and cosponsor this 
resolution. 
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TRIBUTE TO ALONZO MOODY 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. Alonzo Moody of Paterson 
New Jersey, an exceptional individual who has 
dedicated his life to public service. He will be 
honored this Thursday evening, April 8, 1999, 
by family, friends, and professionals for his 
outstanding contributions to the community. 

Mr. Speaker, Alonzo Moody was born the 
sixth child to the late Allard Moody, Sr. and 
Mary Jane Moody. He has been married to his 
wife Sarah for 28 years and is the proud fa-
ther of three sons; Malik Ali Angaza, Zatiti 
Kufaa, and Kwesi Tacuma. 

Alonzo earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
the field of Urban Planning from Ramapo Col-
lege of New Jersey in 1976. He also attended 
Honolulu Business College from 1968–1969 in 
Hawaii, majoring in Systems Analysis. He has 
worked for the Department of Human Re-
sources and the Paterson Youth Services Bu-
reau for the past twenty five years as Execu-
tive Director. His responsibilities include super-

vision and administration of programs, with di-
rect accountability for their use in the commu-
nity. He also coordinates all youth agency ac-
tivities within the City of Paterson. Mr. Moody 
directs and supervises two youth agencies 
and fifteen staff members. 

On October 21, 1998, Mr. Moody was ap-
pointed and sworn in as Deputy Mayor of the 
City of Paterson by the Honorable Mayor Mar-
tin G. Barnes. As Deputy Mayor, he oversees 
issues involving youth, families, and recre-
ation. In March of 1992, Mr. Moody became 
Director of the Alexander Hamilton Develop-
ment Resident Management Youth Program. 
He implemented homework study hour, a vari-
ety of recreational activities, counseling serv-
ices, and other activities for the youth of the 
Alexander Hamilton Housing Development 
during the evening hours. Since 1991 Alonzo 
has been serving as a member of the 
Paterson Board of Education. 

From 1977 until 1989 Alonzo and his wife 
Sarah have served as Children’s Haven 
House Parents, providing a nurturing and sup-
portive family environment for eight boys ages 
eight to fourteen placed by the Division of 
Youth and Family Services. 

Alonzo served as an Assistant Basketball 
Coach at Passaic County Community College 
in 1979. From 1973 to 1980 he was an admin-
istrator for the Children’s Shelter, Community 
Youth Worker Probation Counselor for Passaic 
County Probation Department and Director of 
the Youth Summer Twilight Program for the 
Catholic Youth Organization. From 1966 until 
1969 Mr. Moody also served in the United 
States Air Force, as an Airman First Class. 

Many community organizations have bene-
fited from Mr. Moody’s participation. He was a 
former member of the Paterson Task Force for 
Community Action, Inc.; the Community Action 
Day Care Center, Inc. Board of Directors; and 
the Paterson YMCA Board of Directors. He 
currently serves on the Eastside High School’s 
Home School Council, RISK, NJ Black United 
Fund; Passaic County Youth Commission; Mu-
nicipal Drug Alliance; Village Initiative Execu-
tive Board, Children’s Haven Board of Direc-
tors; and the Minority Concerns Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, over the years, Mr. Moody has 
touched the lives of many people in his com-
munity. His warmth of spirit and caring nature 
has inspired an enormous amount of people. 
We are all gathered here tonight as a testa-
ment to Alonzo and to thank him for all that he 
has done for the well being of his fellow man. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me, our colleagues 
in the United States House of Representa-
tives, Alonzo’s family, friends, and colleagues, 
and the City of Paterson, New Jersey, in com-
mending a truly great man. 
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EXPOSING RACISM 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Speaker, in my con-
tinuing efforts to document and expose racism 
in America, I submit the following articles into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

VerDate jul 14 2003 10:01 Sep 29, 2004 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR99\E20AP9.000 E20AP9


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T12:49:33-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




