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Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, today, April 21,
1999, | was unavoidably detained during roll-
call No. 95, and thus my vote on the passage
of H.R. 1184 was not recorded. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” in support
of the legislation.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks on H.R. 1184, the bill just
passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Wis-
consin?

There was no objection.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 850

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that my name be
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 850, the
Security and Freedom Through
Encryption Act.

My name was erroneously added as a
cosponsor to this legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

———

VIOLENCE AMONG OUR YOUTH,
AND THE INCIDENT IN LITTLE-
TON, COLORADO

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, as we have heard my col-
leagues rising to the Floor of the
House, I, too, stand with a heavy heart
to offer my sympathy and concern to
the families of the deceased, to the
children, to the students, to all who
have been impacted by yesterday’s
tragic incident in Littleton, Colorado.
We are shocked by the sheer random-
ness of it.

We realize that our schools in Amer-
ica should be safe places for our chil-
dren to learn, and we are disturbed
that these shootings were out of re-
venge, and because someone made fun
of these young people.

Let us now not point the finger of
blame, but let the people of America
like and organizations like the Na-
tional Rifle Association, children’s ad-
vocacy groups, churches, synagogues,
and parishes, let us look to solutions
such as more health services for juve-
niles. Two-thirds of our children in
America are denied real mental health
counseling services when they need it.
Let us, on Friday, April 23, 1999, Chil-
dren’s Memorial Day, commemorate
the thousands of children and youth
who are killed by violence.
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As one who works with the Congres-
sional Children’s Caucus and chairs it,
I ask that all of the caucuses in this
House that are concerned about chil-
dren gather for one meeting to begin a
real agenda that deals with safety in
schools, getting mental health services
to our children, counseling to the fami-
lies, and stop the blame game.

This is an American crisis. We must
heal our Nation. To the people of
Littleton, Colorado, my prayers are
with you.

Mr. Speaker, | stand today with a heavy
heart to talk about the tragic incidents of yes-
terday in Littleton, Colorado. First of all, |
would like to extend my deepest sympathy to
the families of the victims of yesterday’s hor-
rific shootings.

Along with being shocked by the sheer ran-
domness and senselessness of the violence
yesterday, | am dismayed by the string of vio-
lent incidents that have occurred in our
schools within the past 18 months.

The statistics on adolescent death trends
are startling: homicide deaths for teenagers
between 15-19 accounted for 85 percent or
2,457 deaths by firearms and suicide rates
have increased by more than 300 percent in
the last three decades. In yesterday’s shoot-
ings, more than 20 people were killed includ-
ing the two suspects who killed themselves.

Schools should be safe and secure places
for all students, teachers and staff members.
All children should be able to go to and from
school without fear for their safety.

According to news reports, these young
suspects were outcasts in the school commu-
nity. During the shooting, the suspects report-
edly said that they were “out for revenge” for
having been made fun of last year. This is
truly a cry for help that was not heard in time.

This incident underscores the urgent need
for mental health services to address the
needs of young people like the suspects from
yesterday. Without concerted efforts to ad-
dress the mental health disorders that affect
our children, we may witness more terrifying
violence in our schools.

Friday, April 23, 1999 is Children’s Memorial
Day to commemorate the thousands of chil-
dren and youth who are killed by violence
each year. On that day, the governors of
every state have been asked to fly the Chil-
dren’s Memorial Flag.

As chair of the Children’s Caucus, | would
like to urge my Colleagues to remember Fri-
day as a national day to honor children whose
lives have been cut short by violence. | also
ask that we pray for the families who have
been devastated by the violence of Monday.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOD). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.
————
MEDICARE TRUTH IN BILLING ACT
OF 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today on behalf of hospitals
and Medicare beneficiaries across this
country who have a vested interest in
changing the way the Health Care Fi-
nance Administration, HCFA, and its
financial intermediaries itemize the
explanation of Medicare benefits and
Medicare summary notices, both of
which are statements each Medicare
beneficiary receives from HCFA for
services rendered them that they are
reimbursed by Medicare.

Unfortunately for hospitals and
Medicare beneficiaries, these state-
ments all too often contain inaccurate
and misleading information; specifi-
cally, information that overstates the
amount that Medicare reimburses hos-
pitals for inpatient services, and under-
states a hospital’s contribution to fi-
nancing any shortfall in Medicare re-
imbursements for such services; infor-
mation that clouds the truth for Medi-
care beneficiaries instead of clarifying
the truth.

At a time when hospitals’ margins
are shrinking due to changes in Medi-
care reimbursement rates, at a time
when hospitals have been plagued by
the inappropriate use of the False
Claims Act and at a time when the
President in his fiscal year 2000 budget
has proposed further cuts in Medicare,
it is about time that hospitals be given
the credit they deserve for financing
part of the inpatient expenses as a re-
sult of Medicare’s underpayment.

Moreover, at a time when seniors are
barraged by vague billing information,
it is about time that they be given the
full truth regarding the amount Medi-
care reimburses hospitals for services
provided them.

I am happy to announce that I have
introduced the Truth in Medicare Bill-
ing Act, a measure that will ensure
that HCFA reports the correct amount
Medicare reimburses hospitals for inpa-
tient services. The Medicare Truth in
Billing Act, in addition to requiring
HCFA to report the actual amount it
reimburses hospitals for inpatient serv-
ices, will require that HCFA add a line
to all Medicare summary statements
disclosing the amount equal to the dif-
ference between the amount of total in-
patient charges incurred and the
amount Medicare reimbursed the hos-
pital for those charges.

It is a simple fix to a problem that I
believe should be resolved in the very
near future.

The initial level of support that the
Medicare Truth in Billing Act has re-
ceived has been tremendous. The meas-
ure has been endorsed by the American
Hospital Association. In addition, nu-
merous State hospital associations,
staff and hospital administrators in my
district and throughout the country
have contacted my office to express
their overwhelming support for the
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bill. Furthermore, seniors in my dis-
trict, during my most recent round of
town meetings, were very supportive of
the measure.

I hope that my colleagues in the
House on both sides of the aisle will
join me in working with the House
leadership, the Committee on Ways and
Means and its Subcommittee on
Health, HCFA, and most importantly,
the hospitals and seniors to ensure
that the changes set forth in the Medi-
care Truth in Billing Act will become
law.

———————

AIRBUS, THE EUROPEAN AIR-
CRAFT MANUFACTURER, A COM-
PANY THAT CANNOT FAIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this afternoon to bring an important
trade issue to the attention of my col-
leagues. Within the past 2 years,
Boeing’s share of the aircraft market
has fallen from 70 percent to 50 per-
cent. Boeing is losing market shares to
Airbus, the European aircraft manufac-
turer.

Airbus was created in the early 1970s
for the sole purpose of maintaining and
fostering a European role in the pro-
duction of large commercial jet air-
craft. It is a combination of the major
aerospace companies of France, Ger-
many, the United Kingdom and Spain.
Airbus, which is 60 percent owned by
private companies, is not the property
of the four European nations. However,
it is still hard to view Airbus as a pri-
vate business just like any other busi-
ness.

First of all, Airbus does not operate
as a public corporation but, rather, it
has special legal status under French
law. This special status allows member
companies to pool resources without
having to disclose specifics about their
combined financial activities. There-
fore, Airbus remains a financial mys-
tery.

Also, France still has not completed
the privatization of its aerospace firm,
Aerospatiale. Given France’s long his-
tory of substantial support  to
Aerospatiale, it is hard to believe that
the French government will give up
complete control of the company any
time soon.

Perhaps most importantly, the Euro-
pean Commission has the ability to
save Airbus from bankruptcy if the
need ever arises. Therefore, Airbus, due
to its government backing, is a com-
pany that cannot fail. This gives Air-
bus a tremendous advantage because it
has the luxury of making its business
decisions with very little risk com-
pared to Boeing, which must defend its
business decisions to questioning
stockholders, not supportive govern-
ment officials.
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Airbus contends that it has earned
its increased market share against
Boeing by simply building the type of
aircraft the airline industry wants to
buy. It is important to note, however,
that Airbus’ success was achieved with
significant governmental assistance.
Because Airbus does not publish finan-
cial statements, it is difficult to know
exactly how much government support
it has received over the course of the
years. However, it is known that the
largest amount of financial support
was provided in the 1980s when Airbus
launched major development programs
for new aircraft such as the A-320, the
A-330 and the A-340. Therefore, Airbus
was able to make new and different
types of aircraft which helped attract
new customers only because of in-
creased, direct governmental aid.

Although most of the government aid
was in the form of repayable loans, it
was still a subsidy because it would
have cost Airbus much more to raise
money on the private market. It would
be nearly impossible for a private com-
pany to obtain aircraft development
funds at a government borrowing rate.
It is true that Airbus must repay the
government aid with interest, but only
as aircraft are sold. Therefore, there is
no risk for Airbus when it develops new
products, because if customers do not
buy their new product, Airbus does not
have to repay the loans.

Again, Airbus, due to its government
backing, is a company that cannot fail.
It is no wonder that Boeing continues
to lose market shares to Airbus. Airbus
enjoys a tremendous competitive ad-
vantage because of the substantial and
direct government aid it receives from
four European nations.

Airbus is no longer a young company
trying to enter the aircraft market. It
is number two in the market and gain-
ing on Boeing each and every day, yet
Airbus still relies on substantial gov-
ernment support. This is not right. We
should not sit idly by as Boeing con-
tinues to lose out simply because it
does not enjoy the same protectionist
treatment as Airbus.

———
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, every
year it is a solemn moment when we
gather on the floor of the U.S. House of
Representatives to remember and com-
memorate the victims and the sur-
vivors of the Armenian genocide, but
this year the unspeakable crimes
against humanity and genocidal acts
perpetrated by the Turkish Ottoman
Empire against the Armenian people
carry an even more profound reso-
nance. The desperate cries of the Arme-
nian people as their villages were pil-
laged and burned, as their family mem-
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bers and community leaders were mur-
dered before the eyes of their children,
as children were separated from their
parents, as they were driven from their
homes and forcefully marched into war
camps and exiled, as the land worked
by Armenian hands for generations was
taken by force, the cries of these Arme-
nians are echoed in today’s headlines
and broadcast from the Balkans.

In 1915, at the start of the systematic
and premeditated genocide of the Ar-
menian people by the young Turk gov-
ernment of the Ottoman Empire, there
were no television broadcasts from the
field to let the world see what was hap-
pening. There was no NATO to punish
the Turks for their actions against a
defenseless civilian population, and
there was no resolve on the part of the
international community to return Ar-
menians to their homeland.

In the end, 1.5 million people perished
at the hands of the Turks between 1915
and 1923, through direct killings, star-
vation, torture and forced death
marches. Another million fled into per-
manent exile from their ancestral
homes. An ancient civilization was ex-
punged from its homeland of 2,500
years.

Mr. Speaker, scarcely 250 days away
from the start of the 21st century, we
remain a world of generations haunted
by the ghosts of the victims of geno-
cide, from the Armenians at the begin-
ning of the century to the ethnic
cleansing of Kosovar Albanians.
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In Worcester, Massachusetts, which
it is my honor to represent, Mayor
Raymond Mariano has designated April
24th as Armenian Martyrs Day, for
that is really what we are talking
about: A century of martyrs. It is im-
portant to remind the current genera-
tion and future generation that the
seeds of the Holocaust and the seeds of
ethnic cleansing were planted by the
Turks in their genocide against the Ar-
menian people at the beginning of the
21st century. When Raphael LemkKkin
coined the word ‘‘genocide’ in 1944, he
cited the 1915 annihilation of the Arme-
nians as an example of genocide.

In Worcester, we are blessed with a
number of survivors whose lives not
only teach us the lessons of history,
but also about the resiliency and dig-
nity of the human spirit. I would like
to name but a few of them today:

Marion Der Kazarian, Nevart
Kinosian, Sara  Sahakian, Almas
Boghosian, Sarah Bulbulian, Aghavni
Garabedian, Mary Kalashian, John
Kasparian, Ovsanna Nordigian, George
Ogden, Raffi Samkiranian, Hrant
Yaghmourian and Nouemzar Sarkisian.

Along with all of the other members
of the Armenian-American community
in Worcester in the Third Congres-
sional District of Massachusetts, they
enrich the life of our communities and
society.
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