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are less than the on-budget surplus for the
year before the current year.

“(d) ADJUSTMENT TO THE LIMIT FOR LOW
ECONOMIC GROWTH AND WAR.—

‘(1) SUSPENSION OF STATUTORY LIMIT ON
DEBT HELD BY THE PUBLIC.—

“(A) LOW ECONOMIC GROWTH.—If the most
recent of the Department of Commerce’s ad-
vance, preliminary, or final reports of actual
real economic growth indicate that the rate
of real economic growth for each of the most
recently reported quarter and the imme-
diately preceding quarter is less than 1 per-
cent, the limit on the debt held by the public
established in this section is suspended.

‘“(B) WAR.—If a declaration of war is in ef-
fect, the limit on the debt held by the public
established in this section is suspended.

‘(2) RESTORATION OF STATUTORY LIMIT ON
DEBT HELD BY THE PUBLIC.—

‘‘(A) RESTORATION OF LIMIT.—The statutory
limit on debt held by the public shall be re-
stored on May 1 following the quarter in
which the level of real Gross Domestic Prod-
uct in the final report from the Department
of Commerce is equal to or is higher than the
level of real Gross Domestic Product in the
quarter preceding the first two quarters that
caused the suspension of the pursuant to
paragraph (1).

“(B) ADJUSTMENT.—

‘(i) CALCULATION.—The Secretary shall
take level of the debt held by the public on
October 1 of the year preceding the date ref-
erenced in subparagraph (A) and subtract the
limit in subsection (a) for the period of years
that includes the date referenced in subpara-
graph (A).

‘(ii) ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary shall
add the amount calculated under clause (i)
to—

““(I) the limit in subsection (a) for the pe-
riod of fiscal years that includes the date ref-
erenced in subparagraph (A); and

‘(IT) each subsequent limit.

‘‘(e) ADJUSTMENT TO THE LIMIT FOR SOCIAL
SECURITY REFORM PROVISIONS THAT AFFECT
ON-BUDGET LEVELS.—

‘(1) ESTIMATE OF LEGISLATION.—

‘“‘(A) CALCULATION.—If social security re-
form legislation is enacted, OMB shall esti-
mate the amount the debt held by the public
will change as a result of the legislation’s ef-
fect on the level of total outlays and receipts
excluding the impact on outlays and receipts
of the Federal Old-Age and Survivors Insur-
ance Trust Fund and the Federal Disability
Insurance Trust Fund.

‘“(B) BASELINE LEVELS.—OMB shall cal-
culate the changes in subparagraph (A) rel-
ative to baseline levels for each fiscal year
through fiscal year 2010 using current esti-
mates.

¢“(C) ESTIMATE.—OMB shall include the es-
timate required by this paragraph in the re-
port required under section 252(d) for social
security reform legislation.

‘(2) ADJUSTMENT TO LIMIT ON THE DEBT
HELD BY THE PUBLIC.—If social security re-
form legislation is enacted, the Secretary
shall adjust the limit on the debt held by the
public for each period of fiscal years by the
amounts determined under paragraph (1)(A)
for the relevant fiscal years included in the
report referenced in paragraph (1)(C).

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1 SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of the Treasury.

‘(2) SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM LEGISLA-
TION.—The term ‘social security reform leg-
islation’ means a bill or joint resolution that
is enacted into law and includes a provision
stating the following:

‘() SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM LEGISLA-
TION.—For the purposes of the Social Secu-
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rity Surplus Preservation and Debt Reduc-
tion Act, this Act constitutes social security
reform legislation.’

This paragraph shall apply only to the first
bill or joint resolution enacted into law as
described in this paragraph.

€“(3) SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM PROVISIONS.—
The term ‘social security reform provisions’
means a provision or provisions identified in
social security reform legislation stating the
following:

‘(') SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM PROVI-
SIONS.—For the purposes of the Social Secu-
rity Surplus Preservation and Debt Reduc-
tion Act, of this Act constitutes or
constitute social security reform provi-
sions.’, with a list of specific provisions in
that bill or joint resolution specified in the
blank space.”.

SEC. 205. PRESIDENT’S BUDGET.

Section 1105(f) of title 31, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘in a manner
consistent” and inserting ‘‘in compliance’.
SEC. 206. SUNSET.

This title and the amendments made by
this title shall expire on April 30, 2010.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
wish to announce that the Committee
on Rules and Administration will meet
on Wednesday, April 28, 1999 at 9:30
a.m. in Room SR-301 Russell Senate
Office Building, to receive testimony
on the operations of the Architect of
the Capitol.

For further information concerning
this meeting, please contact Tamara
Somerville at the Rules Committee on
4-6352.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs will meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 28, 1999 at 9:30 a.m. to
conduct an Oversight Hearing on Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs Capacity and
Mission. The hearing will be held in
Room 485, Russell Senate Building.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be allowed to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
April 21, 1999. The purpose of this meet-
ing will be to review the USDA Office
of the Inspector General’s report on
crop insurance reform.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
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Wednesday, April 21, for purposes of
conducting a full committee hearing
which is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m.
The purpose of this oversight hearing
is to receive testimony on whether the
United States has the natural gas sup-
ply and infrastructure necessary to
meet projected demand.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 21, 1999 at 10 a.m. to
hold a markup.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 21, 1999 at 2 p.m. to
hold a hearing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent on behalf of the
Governmental Affairs Committee to
meet on April 21, 1999, at 9:30 a.m. for
a hearing on S. 746, the Regulatory Im-
provement Act of 1999.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 21, 1999 at 10
a.m. in room 226 of the Senate Dirksen
Office Building to hold a hearing on:
“Privacy in the Digital Age: Discussion
of Issues Surrounding the Internet.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 21, 1999 at
3 p.m. to hold a closed hearing on intel-
ligence matters.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREST AND PUBLIC LAND
MANAGEMENT
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Forests & Public Land
Management of the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources be granted
permission to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 21,
for purposes of conducting a hearing
Subcommittee on Forests & Public
Lands Management hearing which is
scheduled to begin at 2 p.m. The pur-
pose of this oversight hearing is to dis-
cuss the Memorandum of Under-
standing signed by multiple agencies
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regarding the Lewis and Clark bicen-
tennial celebration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday, April 21,
1999, in open session, to review the
readiness of the United States Navy
and Marines operating forces.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND

SPACE

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Science, Technology,
and Space of the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on
Wednesday, April 21, 1999, at 2 p.m. on
the technology administration FY/2000
Budget.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEA POWER

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Seapower be authorized
to meet on Wednesday, April 21, 1999,
at 2:30 p.m., in open session, to receive
testimony on ship acquisition pro-
grams and policy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION,
FEDERALISM AND PROPERTY RIGHTS

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on the Constitution, Fed-
eralism and Property Rights of the
Committee on the Judiciary, be au-
thorized to hold an executive business
meeting during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 21, 1999, at 2
p.m., in room 226 of the Senate Dirksen
Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

GRASSLEY-TORRICELLI HEALTH
CARE BANKRUPTCY BILL

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, it
is an unfortunate result of today’s
modern health care system that many
health care providers face serious fi-
nancial difficulties. Increasingly, these
health care providers are filing for the
protection of the bankruptcy system.
This reality was demonstrated recently
in New Jersey where the parent com-
pany of the HIP Health Care Plan went
bankrupt, leaving the plan’s 194,000
subscribers in health care limbo.

The bankruptcy system, for all of the
benefits it provides to debtors, credi-
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tors and the public, does little to pro-
tect patients of insolvent health care
providers. These patients have no
choice when their provider files for
bankruptcy, they are, quite literally,
innocent victims. In some cases such as
the HIP HMO in New Jersey, state in-
surance commissioners have stepped in
to manage failing providers. However,
such steps will not always be possible,
and in those cases patients must have
adequate protections. Furthermore,
this bill applies not only to HMOs, but
also to hospitals, nursing homes, and
long term care providers.

Senator GRASSLEY and I have worked
diligently to craft a fair bankruptcy
bill that addresses the true problems of
the bankruptcy system. We believe
that the increasing frequency of health
care bankruptcy and the problems it
creates for patients is a serious prob-
lem that deserves to be addressed in
our bankruptcy reform effort.

Our bill would create several impor-
tant patient protections. It would pro-
vide for the appointment of an ombuds-
man to monitor and assure continued
quality of the care being provided to
patients. The bill would set up proce-
dures to ensure that the confiden-
tiality of patient records is strictly
maintained as a health care provider
closes its operation.

Our legislation would also raise the
priority in bankruptcy of the costs as-
sociated with closing a health care
business. Those cost are often incurred
by state agencies, and thus the tax-
payers. Finally, the bill would require
a bankruptcy trustee to use best ef-
forts to transfer patients to alternative
providers when a health care business
fails.

The reality of today’s health care
system is that there will inevitably be
providers who fall upon financial dif-
ficulties and seek the protection of the
bankruptcy system. Given that reality,
we must take the steps today to ensure
that the patients of these providers
have adequate protections.e

————

BILL McSWEENY

e Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, since
coming to Washington, Marcelle and I
have had an opportunity to meet very
special people who have become special
friends. Among those are Bill and
Dorothy McSweeny.

A great regret I had was having to
miss Bill’s surprise 70th birthday party
recently, but it showed the genius of
Dorothy that she was able to keep it a
secret. That so many turned out shows
a great respect for this multi-faceted
man—people across the political spec-
trum and including some of the best
representatives of arts and entertain-
ment. It definitely reflected all of his
background.

I would ask unanimous consent that
an article in Monday, March 15th
Washington Post be included in the
RECORD at this point.
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There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Washington Post, Mar. 15, 1999]
A FULL-BLOWN SURPRISE FOR  BILL

MCSWEENY’S BIRTHDAY, 70 CANDLES AND 200

FRIENDS

(By Roxanne Roberts)

Some men think birthdays are depressing.
Some think getting older is preferable to the
alternative, but nonetheless annoying. Then
there are the few, the happy few, who think
each birthday is a passport to wonderful new
opportunities.

“The great thing about being 70 is that you
get to kiss all the beautiful ladies,” said. Bill
McSweeny with only a slightly wicked grin.
“When you're 70, you don’t look dangerous.
Little do they know.”’

The local businessman, arts advocate and
community leader was the guest of honor at
a surprise party Friday night at Ford’s The-
atre. What started out as a small gathering
for family ballooned into a celebration with
more than 200 friends and longtime fans. Ev-
eryone was sworn to not drop a single, soli-
tary hint—and judging by the look at
McSweeny’s face when he walked into the
theater, they succeeded.

“Who said people couldn’t keep secrets in
Washington?’’ said his wife, Dorothy.

This was no small feat, considering the
guest list included the likes of Mayor An-
thony Williams, former mayor Marion Barry,
Education Secretary Richard Riley, Dorothy
Height, Veterans Affairs Secretary Togo
West, comedian Mark Russell, WJLA anchor
Paul Berry, talk show host Diane Rehm,
NASA administrator Dan Goldin, media mo-
guls Arnaud de Borchgrave and Phil Merrill,
and former FBI director Bill Sessions. The
crowd was full of prominent Washing-
tonians—LaSalle Leffall, John Hechinger,
Esther Coopersmith, Marshall Coyne, Peggy
Cafritz and Frankie Hewitt, to name a few—
a testament to McSweeny’s lifelong involve-
ment with his adopted home town.

“I met him more than 40 years ago and
we’ve been friends ever since,” said Height,
the president emerita of the National Coun-
cil of Negro Women. ‘‘He’s so genuine. And in
addition to everything else, he’s lots of fun.”

“When you think about people who have
done something for the community, you
think about Bill,” said Leffall. ‘“‘He’s always
been there.”

McSweeny, former president of Occidental
International, has spent most of his life try-
ing to make Washington a better place to
live. He was crucial in reopening Ford’s The-
atre and has served on the boards of the Ken-
nedy Center, Folger Shakespeare Theatre
and Helen Hayes Awards. He’s been a long-
time advocate for the D.C. schools, housing
and inner-city youth, and a key fundraiser
for the Lombardi Cancer Center and other
charities.

“Bill is a real inspiration for this city,”
Williams said. ‘I think he’s a real role model
for every American citizen to contribute to
Washington, D.C.”’

““I think Bill McSweeny is one of God’s spe-
cial people on Earth,” said Cora Masters
Barry.

They like him. They really, really like
him. So his wife and friends wanted to do
something special for his 70th birthday this
month.

Problem was that the birthday boy already
had decided how he was going to celebrate.
McSweeny made a deal with his wife to bring
their four children and grandchildren down
to Mexico for two weeks. The official birth-
day is March 31, and he planned to scuba-
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