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Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me the 

opportunity to share this success story with 
my colleagues. Once again I commend the ef-
forts and dedication of Mr. Campbell and the 
entire staff at NASA Glenn Research Center 
for a job well done. 

f

THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN 
SERVICE OF OTHERS 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 1999

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, April 
18, David McCall, Penny McCall and Yvette 
Pierpaoli died in a car accident while on their 
way to assist the refugees in Northern Alba-
nia. David and Penny McCall were on assign-
ment for Refugees International. Ms. Pierpaoli 
was their Albanian driver. I insert into the 
RECORD a press release from Refugees Inter-
national detailing their mission. 

Having traveled the same road myself just 
weeks ago, I know how dangerous it can be. 
The road—the only route between Tirana and 
Kukes—is crowded and crumbling. 

David, Penny and Yvette gave their lives to 
serve others and bring some desperately 
needed relief to the displaced Kosovar Alba-
nians. Their death should serve as a stark re-
minder of the daily risks faced by aid workers 
and the heroic efforts of all those risking their 
lives to help the world’s needy. 

My sympathy goes out to the families of the 
McCalls and Ms. Pierpaoli.

REFUGEES INTERNATIONAL—APRIL 19, 1999
It is with deep pain that we must confirm 

the deaths of David B. McCall, his wife 
Penny McCall and Yvette Pierpaoli in a car 
accident Sunday on the road heading to-
wards Kukes, Albania. Their Albanian driver 
was also killed. David and Penny were Board 
Members of Refugees International, and 
Yvette was RI’s European Representative. 
The three were in Albania on a humanitarian 
assessment mission. They were heading from 
Tirana, the capital, to Kukes, the primary 
reception point for Kosovar refugees, when 
their car apparently slid off the mountain 
road in bad weather. 

David, Penny, and Yvette gave their lives 
for refugees they never met, but for whom 
they cared deeply. Refugees International is 
an advocacy organization which seeks to 
identify failures or gaps in the refugee pro-
tection and assistance system and then 
presses for corrective action. David, Penny 
and Yvette had made numerous such mis-
sions in the past, including a humanitarian 
assessment mission to Albania last June. 
This time, a part of their mission was to ex-
plore the possibility of providing region-wide 
help through radio broadcasts to refugees 
seeking to locate missing family members. 
The widespread separation of families is a 
problem with profound human consequences, 
and David, Penny, and Yvette wanted it 
solved as quickly as possible. It was not the 
first time these three took matters into 
their own hands for refugees around the 
world. David, Penny, and Yvette personally 
brought water pumps, sought to improve the 
system for clearing land mines and provided 
basic assistance for refugees in Thailand, 
Cambodia, and numerous countries in Africa. 
Their humanity was deep, abiding and self-

less, and inspired us all. We will miss them 
terribly.
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IN CELEBRATION OF TUFTONIA 
DAY 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 1999

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Tufts University in Medford, MA, in 
honor of the more than 80,000 alumni who will 
turn their attention today to their alma mater in 
celebration of the university’s 15th annual 
Tuftonia Day. 

This special day marks the anniversary of 
Tufts University, the second oldest college in 
the Boston area. Tuftonia celebrates the day 
in 1852 when Massachusetts Gov. George 
Boutwell signed Tufts’ charter. The celebration 
was established in 1985 as an opportunity for 
alumni to celebrate their thoughts of the insti-
tution and reminisce with old friends about the 
bonds made at the university. The gathering 
provides an opportunity for those connected 
with the school to celebrate the many achieve-
ments of the institution. 

For these reasons, the focus of Tuftonia is 
once again, TuftServe, which centers on the 
school’s volunteer alumni in community serv-
ice. The alumni of the institution have logged 
over 350,000 hours of volunteer service rang-
ing from a wide array of endeavors. The intent 
of the celebration is to allow the opportunity 
for current students, alumni, professors, ad-
ministrators, and parents to join in a gathering 
commemorating the achievements of the col-
lege community. 

Tufts University enrolls approximately 8,500 
students representing all 50 states and 90 
countries around the world. The campus com-
munity extends from Medford, Boston, and 
Grafton, MA, to the campus abroad in 
Talloires, France. The diverse student body 
and vast cultural experiences it reflects further 
instills Tufts’ reputation as a formidable institu-
tion of higher education. Tufts has a reputation 
of excellence in academic achievement, and 
its commitment to volunteerism and contribu-
tion to the community serve as an integral part 
of the impressive reputation. 

Tufts University should be applauded for in-
stilling in its students, both past and present, 
the importance of voluntarism. Their contribu-
tions to the community on all levels should 
serve as an inspiration to us all. I commend 
the students, alumni and faculty of Tufts Uni-
versity for their hard work and commitment to 
the community. 

f

TRIBUTE TO JOHN M. ELLIS 

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 1999

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to an outstanding citizen, Mr. John 
M. Ellis, of Sacramento, CA. 

John began his career March 3, 1966 with 
the U.S. Army at the Sacramento Army Depot 

and in 1969 transferred to the U.S. Air Force 
at McCellan AFB, CA. After 33 years of dedi-
cated Federal service he is retiring on April 
30, 1999. 

John is among the most successful and tire-
less advocates of Federal managers and his 
success is widely acknowledged. He has a 
widespread and richly deserved reputation as 
a passionately involved caretaker of federal 
employees. Through his personal efforts, Fed-
eral workers in the Sacramento area knew 
that someone was fighting for their cause. His 
colleagues recognized his strong leadership 
and vision and chose him to serve in a long 
list of distinguished elected positions. 

Few people have given to their community 
with the vision and commitment that John of-
fered to us. He founded the McClellan De-
fense Task Force (MDTF) in early 1992. The 
task force organized local community letter 
writing campaigns and produced almost 
400,000 letters supporting McClellan AFB. He 
personally delivered 127,000 letters to Depart-
ment of Defense Secretary Les Aspin and 
270,000 letters to the BRAC commission dur-
ing their hearings on Capitol Hill in 1995. 

During his career, John became known as 
an expert on base closures and Federal em-
ployees’ issues by many local Sacramento 
radio and television stations. He was a highly 
sought after panelist for interviews and logged 
many hours on live and taped, local and na-
tional television and even international radio. 
John always shared his time and knowledge, 
and made many appearances as a guest 
speaker at local schools, societies, and gov-
ernment agencies. 

He founded the Alliance of Government 
Managers (AGM) at the beginning of 1987 to 
protest Federal managers pay, entitlements 
and benefits. John’s organization also included 
an emphasis on participation and worked to 
support beneficial legislation and programs, 
avert destructive administration issues, and 
promote Federal managers’ prosperity and 
public harmony. 

John served as president of Chapter 77, 
Federal Managers Association for 5 years. 
During his tenure, he implemented many inno-
vative programs and provided members with 
an unprecedented level of support. He never 
hesitated to go to any means necessary when 
his members needed help. John received a 
Gold Card (lifetime) membership from the 
Federal Managers Association for his extraor-
dinary leadership in their organization. The ex-
tremely selective nature of this award may not 
be immediately apparent, but some of us 
know how few in the history of FMA have 
earned this level of gratitude. 

In 1983, John cofounded the Nor-Cal Fed-
eral Coalition (NCFC) and became their first 
President. The NCFC offered Federal labor 
unions and management groups an outlet for 
common interest matters. Through his efforts 
with the many organizations he founded and 
presided over, John consistently championed 
the rights of Federal employees to make a 
stronger more united Federal community. 

John never settled for anything less than his 
best. He is a friend, a successful Federal 
manager, a political activist, a husband, a fa-
ther, a grandfather, and an inspiration to thou-
sands of people in and around Sacramento, 
CA. 
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I would like to offer my heartfelt congratula-

tions to John on his very distinguished career 
and I wish him and his family my best. Al-
though we will sorely miss his presence, we 
wish him great success in his future endeav-
ors. 

f

A TRIBUTE TO JULIA A. 
KRASCHNEWSKI 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 21, 1999

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a student from my Con-
gressional District in Wisconsin, Julia 
Kraschnewski. Julia is senior at Burlington 
High School, and she is the winner of the 
VFW’s 1999 Voice of Democracy scriptwriting 
contest for the state of Wisconsin. Julia wrote 
about an experience she had while volun-
teering at a local nursing home and the effect 
that experience had upon her life. Julia is no 
stranger to civic and student activities. She 
has been involved in 4–H, Student Council, 
Girls State and Girls Nation, and she is the 
current Miss Burlington. Julia is truly an exam-
ple for students all across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to introduce Julia’s win-
ning script for the RECORD.

I walked into the nursing home that day, 
with no idea of what I was getting into. What 
I would say? How I would act around elderly 
people? Would I be matched with someone 
specific? Soon I was paired with a short old 
man in a plaid shirt. The caretaker told me 
that this man’s name was Roy. I wheeled 
Roy down to the Activity Room, not sure of 
what to say. When we get to the room, we 
both set up our BINGO cards and prepared to 
play. ‘‘B–5’’ said the lady behind the head 
table. Roy gave me a shy smile as I helped 
him place a little red chip on the card. 

It has been said, ‘‘The purpose of life is life 
with a purpose.’’ What better purpose is 
there than to serve—to help someone else, 
someone who is perhaps less fortunate than 
us? 

The United States of America is com-
mitted to safeguarding the rights to ‘‘life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,’’ for all 
of its citizens, regardless of their financial 
status or physical abilities. While our coun-
try has come a long way since the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence in 1776, 
some aspects of our society continue to de-
mand our concern. 

One such area is the treatment of our el-
derly. While it was traditional in years past 
for older relatives to live with younger fam-
ily members, these days, with both parents 
working outside the home, this can often be-
come quite impossible. True, the government 
helps aid the elderly through programs such 
as our Social Security system and Medicare, 
but today’s alternative for caring for aging 
members of the family who are unable to 
care for themselves is a nursing, or retire-
ment home. Such places provide a residence 
for the elderly and take care of their phys-
ical needs. However, even in a ‘‘percent 
world,’’ our government could not possibly 
be expected to meet the mental or emotional 
needs of some of our forgotten elderly. But 
this does not mean that as individuals, we 
cannot do something. 

‘‘N–45!’’ the director called in the after-
noon’s first game. ‘‘BINGO!’’ Roy called, his 

hand shaking slightly. Roy was excited 
about the bird ornament he won, recalling 
that ‘‘there were lots of birds like this one’’ 
back on his farm. He told me about the ‘‘spe-
cial’’ birdseed he used to but to attract his 
wife’s favorite orioles. As he stared at the 
little bird ornament, Roy seemed to be reliv-
ing happier days gone by. When we got to his 
room, my new friend showed me his pictures 
on the wall, unable to identify everyone in 
them. He talked about his farm and about 
his grandchildren. He started crying when he 
explained that he had not seen them in over 
a year, and they had forgotten his 100th 
birthday the month before. While I tried to 
comfort Roy, I began to understand the lone-
liness that our forgotten elderly must feel 
everyday. 

Our government allows us to excel. It gives 
us priceless freedoms but we cannot abuse 
them or fail to cherish them. We must give 
as well as take. We must serve to strengthen 
society. ‘‘A life without service to others is 
a life not worth living.’’ These words of 
President Woodrow Wilson illustrate our 
country’s tradition of helping others. People 
serve our country in many ways. Some hold 
political office, some devote themselves to 
teaching or social work. Some volunteer 
their time helping others through commu-
nity service. Some give the ultimate serv-
ice—placing their lives on the line in times 
of war. 

I can still remember Roy’s words to me at 
the end of our visit. ‘‘This is so nice that you 
young people take the time to come out here 
and spend with us. We don’t have a lot to 
look forward to here, but we love it when 
you come and visit us. Thank you.’’ I looked 
at his eyes, old and tired, yet sparkling with 
something so alive. At that moment my 
heart glowed with a certain satisfaction to 
know that I had helped to make someone’s 
day a little bit brighter. My visit had meant 
a lot to him. I had taken my first step of 
service to our society. 

In the 3 years, since my 1st visit to Mount 
Carmel to see Roy, I have come to know 
Alex, Sadie, and Henry. I have shared sto-
ries, and pushed wheelchairs and I cherish 
every moment in this experience. 

Andrew Carnegie once said, ‘‘All good 
things start out small.’’ As Americans, we 
must challenge ourselves to be the best we 
can. In our ‘‘one nation under God,’’ we must 
do unto others. On the little league sidelines, 
in soup kitchens, in nursing home BINGO 
rooms, with our monetary donations to wor-
thy causes, with our well informed votes, 
and with our lives on the battlefield, if need 
be, from sea to shining sea we must unite in 
our commitment to ‘‘service to America.’’

f

TRIBUTE TO STEVE COURIER ON 
HIS INDUCTION TO THE UPPER 
PENINSULA LABOR HALL OF 
FAME 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 1999

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, since 1993, 11 
outstanding labor leaders, individuals who 
have contributed to organizing, workplace fair-
ness, worker dignity, and the advancement of 
the labor movement in northern Michigan, 
have been honored with induction into the 
Upper Peninsula Labor Hall of Fame. The Hall 
of Fame is housed in the Superior Dome on 

the campus of Northern Michigan University in 
Marquette. 

I have the honor once again this year to 
participate in this important and inspiring in-
duction ceremony, which pays tribute to the 
dedicated efforts of Steve Courier of Esca-
naba on behalf of the labor movement. 

A brief look at his resume, Mr. Speaker, re-
veals an individual who had dedicated himself 
to community service. Not only has Steve 
demonstrated his commitment to the labor 
movement, but he has served his friends, 
neighbors and community in elective office 
and in social and professional organizations. 

Here’s just a glimpse, an index, a catalogue 
listing, of the many groups that have benefited 
from Steve’s many hours of service. 

The son of a pipefitter in Plumbers & Pipe-
fitters Local 506, Steve served his own ap-
prenticeship and went on to become the 
youngest elected business manager in the his-
tory of the Michigan Pipe Trades Council. He 
is now Third Vice President of the Michigan 
State Pipe Trades, and serves on the Board of 
Trustees for the Upper Peninsula Plumbers 
and Pipefitters Fringe Benefits Funds. Steve 
also serves as a member of the executive 
board of the Upper Peninsula Construction 
Labor Management Council. 

Steve served on the Delta County Board of 
Commissioners, has been active in his local 
Masons lodge, served with the Escanaba 
Community Foundation, Elks Lodge 354, and 
the fund-raising committee of Escanaba’s 
Bonifas Arts Center. 

By his lifelong commitment in support of a 
wide variety of activities, Steve has convinc-
ingly demonstrated how strongly the labor 
movement is tied to the general well-being of 
the entire community. He has truly earned his 
place of honor with other labor leaders in our 
region. 

I look forward each year to the opportunity 
to gather with friends and associates in north-
ern Michigan to praise these men and women, 
people like Steve Courier, who have dedicated 
themselves to doing great work as an ordi-
nary, everyday task. I ask my colleagues in 
the House to join me in praising these remark-
able efforts. 

f

HONORING THE 9TH ANNUAL 
WILLIE VELASQUEZ HISPANIC 
EXCELLENCE AWARD 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 1999

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 9th Annual Willie 
Velasquez Hispanic Excellence Award. This 
Award is designed to honor the Foremost Dis-
tinguished Hispanic Citizen in the arts, edu-
cation, business, public and community serv-
ice realm within Houston. 

For nine years, the National Hispanic Schol-
arship Fund, the Tejano Center for Community 
Concerns, and KTMD–TV Telemundo 48 have 
sponsored this Gala event that is designed not 
only to award outstanding Hispanic citizens 
but to raise money to benefit Hispanic edu-
cation. Recipients of the award are citizens 
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