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CLEMENT, Mr. LAMPSON, Mr.
RODRIGUEZ, Mr. GREEN of Texas, and
Mr. PAUL):

H.R. 1543. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to combat fraud and
abuse under the Medicare Program with re-
spect to partial hospitalization services; to
the Committee on Ways and Means, and in
addition to the Committee on Commerce, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. STARK:

H.R. 1544. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to establish a
demonstration project to provide Medicare
beneficiaries greater information with re-
spect to various courses of treatment for cer-
tain diseases or injuries to enable the bene-
ficiaries to make more informed decisions
when selecting a course of treatment for the
disease or injury; to the Committee on Ways
and Means, and in addition to the Committee
on Commerce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. STUPAK:

H.R. 1545. A bill to amend title XXI of the
Social Security Act to provide for improved
data collection and evaluations of State
Children’s Health Insurance Programs, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce.

By Mr. THOMAS:

H.R. 1546. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide increased retire-
ment savings opportunities, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and
Means, and in addition to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. THORNBERRY:

H.R. 1547. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to make certain improvements
with respect to the TRICARE program; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. TRAFICANT:

H.R. 1548. A bill to provide for a 3-judge di-
vision of the court to determine whether
cases alleging breach of secret Government
contracts should be tried in court; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. VISCLOSKY (for himself, Mr.
TOWNS, Mrs. MALONEY of New York,
Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr.
GEJDENSON, Ms. NORTON, Mr. OWENS,
Mr. BONIOR, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. TRAFI-
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CANT, Ms. MCKINNEY, Mr. BENTSEN,
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. FRANK
of Massachusetts, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr.
EVANS, Mr. QUINN, Mr. KUCINICH, Mrs.
CLAYTON, Mr. DAvVIS of Florida, Ms.
DELAURO, Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. LEWIS of
Georgia, Mr. DEFAZIO, Ms. DANNER,
Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. STARK, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Mr. MATSUI, Mr. DAVIS
of Illinois, Mr. FILNER, Mr. KLINK,
Mr. MINGE, Mr. HILL of Indiana, Ms.
CARSON, and Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon):

H.R. 1549. A Dbill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to establish a
National Clean Water Trust Fund and to au-
thorize the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to use amounts in
that Fund to carry out projects to restore
and recover waters of the United States from
damages resulting from violations of that
Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. FARR of California (for him-
self, Mr. SHAYS, Mr. GEORGE MILLER
of California, Mr. WALSH, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Mr. GILCHREST, Ms.
PELOSI, and Mr. VISCLOSKY):

H. Res. 146. A resolution providing for the
mandatory implementation of the Office
Waste Recycling Program in the House of
Representatives; to the Committee on House
Administration.

By Mr. STARK:

H. Res. 147. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideas and commending the orga-
nizers of ‘“‘Children’s Memorial Day’’; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 45: Mr. PI1TTS, Mr. JENKINS, and Mr.
ADERHOLT.

H.R. 135: Mr. FILNER, Mr. SHOWS, Mr.
RODRIGUEZ, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. BROWN of Flor-
ida, Mr. HILL of Indiana, and Mr. MCHUGH.

H.R. 205: Mr. GILMAN.

H.R. 240: Mr. VENTO.

H.R. 248: Mr. FOLEY.

H.R. 351: Mr. CoNDIT, Mr. HINOJOSA, and
Mr. FORBES.

H.R. 358: Mr. DEFAZIO.

H.R. 425: Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. LLU-
THER, Mr. MOAKLEY, and Mr. LEWIS of Geor-
gia.

H.R. 530: Mr. ISAKSON.

H.R. 576: Mr. BONIOR.

H.R. 617: Mr. FROST and Ms. BALDWIN.
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H.R. 632: Ms. SCAR-
BOROUGH.
H.R. 716: Mr. FLETCHER.

H.R. 721: Mr. TIERNEY, Ms. LEE, and Mr.

BERKLEY and Mr.

GOODE.
H.R. 725: Mrs. CAPPS.
H.R. 775: Mr. MORAN of Kansas, Mr.

LAHOOD, Mr. THORNBERRY, Mr. WOLF, Mr.
BEREUTER, Mrs. NORTHUP, Mr. BALLENGER,
Mr. HiLL of Montana, Mr. LARGENT, Mr.
ROHRABACHER, and Mr. GARY MILLER of Cali-
fornia.

H.R. 797: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida.

H.R. 828: Mr. SHIMKUS.

H.R. 872: Mr. LANTOS.

H.R. 876: Mr. NETHERCUTT and Mr. TALENT.

H.R. 883: Mr. WHITFIELD, Mr. GREEN of Wis-
consin, Mr. BALLENGER, and Mr. COBLE.

H.R. 997: Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. PASCRELL, Ms.
EsHOO, Mrs. BIGGERT, Mrs. MINK of Hawaii,
Mr. WoLF, Mr. PHELPS, Mr. GILLMOR, Mr.
TIERNEY, and Mr. INSLEE.

H.R. 1041: Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey.

H.R. 1109: Mr. MEEKS of New York and Mr.
FILNER.

H.R. 1111: Mr. HEFLEY.

H.R. 1130: Mr. KING.

H.R. 1183: Mr. GARY MILLER of California,
Mr. CALVERT, Mr. EHLERS, Mr. GUTKNECHT,
Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr. MANZULLO, and Mr. PAs-
TOR.

H.R. 1221: Mr. COSTELLO, Mrs. MINK of Ha-
waii, Mr. WOLF, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr.
PALLONE, and Mrs. NORTHUP.

H.R. 1261: Mr. WHITFIELD and Mr. FORBES.

H.R. 1265: Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. Wu, Mr.
OLVER, Mr. CAPUANO, and Mr. PASTOR.

H.R. 1278: Mr. LAHOOD and Mr. BISHOP.

H.R. 1301: Mr. STENHOLM, Mr. BOEHLERT,
Mr. JOHN, and Mr. FOLEY.

H.R. 1309: Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD.

H.R. 1342: Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin, Mr.
HINOJOSA, and Mrs. TAUSCHER.

H.R. 1368: Mr. BEREUTER, Mr. MANZULLO,
and Mr. ARMEY.

H.R. 1408: Mr. PASTOR.

H.R. 1467: Mr. BURTON of Indiana.

H.R. 1491: Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. MCNULTY, Mr.
PASCRELL, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. BROWN of Ohio,
Mr. FROST, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. SHOWS, and
Mr. BERMAN.

H.J. Res. 44: Mr. BARR of Georgia.

———

DISCHARGE PETITIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XV, the fol-
lowing discharge petition was filed:

Petition 2, April 20, 1999, by Mr. CAMP-
BELL on H. Res. 126, was signed by the fol-
lowing Member: Tom Campbell.
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YEAR 2000 ACT
HON. JAMES A. BARCIA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 1999

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Year 2000 Act. Everyone in this
House is aware of the Year 2000 computer
problem and the federal government’s effort to
fix its computer systems. The Subcommittee
on Technology, of which | am the Ranking
Member, has taken the lead in holding hear-
ings on the Y2K issue. We have spent a lot
of time reviewing Federal efforts and pro-
moting companies sharing information on the
Y2K problem. However, there are several
gaps in our Y2K efforts, the intent of this legis-
lation is to fill in these gaps. This bill has six
very specific goals: (1) to raise consumer
awareness and to create a consumer Y2K
checklist; (2) to raise small and medium-sized
businesses Y2K awareness and create a Y2K
self-assessment checklist for the Nation’s
small and medium-sized companies: (3) to en-
sure that Federal agencies have worked with
outside entities to ensure that all date sen-
sitive data exchanges are Year 2000 compli-
ant; (4) require a report to Congress on the
economic implications to the United States of
the global Y2K problem; (5) raise Y2K aware-
ness in the health care sector and disseminate
a list of Y2K compliant biomedical devices and
other health care equipment that could lead to
life threatening situations due to a Y2K related
failure; and (6) raise Y2K awareness in the
water utility sector and disseminate a list of
Y2K compliant products and equipment used
in key elements of the water utility sector.

With this information in hand, | believe that
the public and Congress will be able to make
the right decisions and avoid the panic which
is so often predicted in articles about the Y2K
computer crisis.

During the Subcommittee on Technology’s
hearing on the Y2K issue, | have constantly
been struck by the lack of specific information
on the exact nature and magnitude of the
problem. Other than federal agencies, wit-
nesses have been able to provide little more
than anecdotal evidence and generalities.
However, there is agreement that computer
hardware and software, as well as embedded
microchips found in many consumer products
could possibly fail as a result of the Year 2000
computer problem. In talking with my constitu-
ents, | find that they are generally aware of
the problem, but do not know how it impacts
them nor do they know what specific actions
they can take to minimize the impact of the
Y2K problem in their lives. This bill requires
the Undersecretary for Technology at the De-
partment of Commerce to develop a Year
2000 self-assessment checklist for consumers;
provide a resource center for consumers of all
federal government Year 2000 computer prob-

lem resources; a listing of all GSA approved
Year 2000 compliant products; and conduct a
series of public awareness announcements
and seminars on the impact of the Y2K prob-
lem on consumer products and services.
These goals are consistent with the rec-
ommendations made by witnesses who have
appeared before the Subcommittee on Tech-
nology.

The situation facing small and medium-sized
businesses mirrors that of consumers. The
Nation’s more than 381,000 small- and me-
dium-sized manufacturers contribute more
than half of the country’s total value in manu-
facturing. However, as of 1998, 75 percent of
all companies with fewer than 2000 employ-
ees had not yet started Year 2000 remediation
projects.

Small and medium-sized companies are an
integral part of the business supply chain. In-
creasingly, they rely on computers for their
manufacturing operations, for accounting and
billing practices, and to meet just-in-time order
and delivery concepts. To assist our small-
and medium-sized manufacturers meet the
Y2K challenge, this bill requires that the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
and highly successful Manufacturing Extension
Partnership program to work with the Small
Business Administration to define the Year
2000 problem and develop best practices to
attack the problem, develop a Year 2000 self-
assessment checklist, and list all federal gov-
ernment Y2K resources including the General
Services listing of approved Y2K compliant
products.

Federal agencies make thousands of date
sensitive data exchanges on a daily basis.
These data exchanges include social security
information, Medicare, information related to
the air traffic control system, financial trans-
actions, and the list goes on and on. Con-
sequently, as federal computer systems are
converted to process year 2000 dates, the as-
sociated data exchanges must also be made
Year 2000 compliant. The testing and imple-
mentation of Year 2000 compliant data ex-
changes must be closely coordinated with ex-
change partners. Agencies must not only test
its own software, but effective testing includes
end-to-end testing, and agreed upon date for-
mats with all exchange partners. If these Year
2000 data exchanges do not function properly,
data will not be exchanges between systems
or invalid data could cause receiving computer
systems to malfunction. In other words, re-
gardless of federal efforts to fix its own com-
puter systems, unless their data exchange
partners have Y2K compliant systems the
computer network as a whole will fail. A recent
GAO report “Year 2000 Computing Crisis: Ac-
tions Needed on Electronic Data Exchanges”
found that federal agencies had made little
progress in addressing this data exchange
issue. The GAO made specific recommenda-
tions for federal government actions. This leg-
islation is based on the GAO’s recommenda-

tions and would help ensure that federal agen-
cies address the data exchange issue fully.
The legislation requires agencies to establish
a test schedule with data exchange partners,
notify exchange partners of the implications
and consequences of non-compliance, de-
velop contingency plans and report to Con-
gress quarterly on their progress.

The bill also requires Secretary of Com-
merce to report to Congress on the inter-
national implications of the Y2K problem and
its potential impact on the U.S. economy.
Again, we lack specific information on how
other countries are addressing the Y2K issue.
However, the international implications are
profound, disruptions in international financial
services, international air travel, international
telecommunications, and international com-
mercial transactions to name a few. However,
it is nearly impossible to make contingency
plans in the face of little and inadequate infor-
mation. And as | mentioned earlier, it is the
lack of information that leads to panic and un-
certainty. | believe that such an international
assessment could be a guide post for federal
and private sector actions.

The Senate Committee on the Year 2000
recently released their report on the extent of
the Y2K problem. In that report was a sectoral
analysis that specifically recognized the signifi-
cant potential for Y2K problems within the
health care and water utility sectors. In an ef-
fort to address these findings, this legislation
requires the development of a Y2K self-as-
sessment checklist, an explanation of the
problem and identification of best practices for
resolution, and a list of Federal Government
Y2K computer problem information resources
for each sector.

Additionally, this bill requires the Food and
Drug Administration, in consultation with the
Veterans’ Administration, to develop a list of
biomedical devices and other products used
by health care providers that are both Y2K
compliant and or could lead to life-threatening
situations due to a Y2K related failure. Also in-
cluded will be an indication of whether the
Year 2000 compliance of such equipment has
been independently verified. Similarly, the En-
vironmental Protection Agency is required to
list the Y2K compliant products and equipment
used in key elements of the water utility sec-
tor, including whether the Y2K compliance of
these products has been independently
verified.

In closing, this legislation is one of many im-
portant issues that need to be addressed.
Nevertheless, | believe the most important ele-
ment of any Y2K strategy is informing con-
sumers and medium-sized businesses on how
the Year 2000 computer problem could affect
them. The public, as well as those sectors
particularly sensitive to Y2K problems, need to
know what questions to ask and how to deter-
mine their Y2K readiness. | am confident this
legislation provides the necessary framework
to accomplish this and | urge its swift pas-
sage.

o This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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