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and are less able to support computer and com-
munications technology.

(9) State and local financing mechanisms have
proven inadequate to meet the challenges facing
today’s aging school facilities. Large numbers of
local educational agencies have difficulties se-
curing financing for school facility improve-
ment.

(10) The Federal Government has provided re-
sources for school construction in the past. For
example, between 1933 and 1939, the Federal
Government assisted in 70 percent of all new
school construction.

(11) The Federal Government can support ele-
mentary and secondary school facilities without
interfering in issues of local control, and should
help communities leverage additional funds for
the improvement of elementary and secondary
school facilities.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense of
the Senate that the budgetary levels in this
budget resolution assume that Congress will
enact measures to assist school districts in mod-
ernizing their facilities, including—

(1) legislation to allow States and school dis-
tricts to issue at least $24,800,000,000 worth of
zero-interest bonds to rebuild and modernize our
Nation’s schools, and to provide Federal income
tax credits to the purchasers of those bonds in
lieu of interest payments; and

(2) appropriate funding for the Education In-
frastructure Act of 1994 during the period 2000
through 2004, which would provide grants to
local school districts for the repair, renovation
and construction of public school facilities.

SEC. 360. SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING
FUNDING FOR THE LAND AND
WATER CONSERVATION FUND.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) amounts in the land and water conserva-
tion fund finance the primary Federal program
for acquiring land for conservation and recre-
ation and for supporting State and local efforts
for conservation and recreation;

2) Congress has appropriated only
$10,000,000,000  out of the more than
$21,000,000,000 covered into the fund from reve-
nues payable to the United States under the
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C.
1331 et seq.); and

(3) 38 Senators cosigned 2 letters to the Chair-
man and Ranking Member of the Committee on
the Budget urging that the land and water con-
servation fund be fully funded.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense of
the Senate that the levels in this resolution and
legislation enacted pursuant to this resolution
assume that Congress should appropriate
$200,000,000 for fiscal year 2000 to provide finan-
cial assistance to the States under section 6 of
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of
1965 (16 U.S.C 4601-8), in addition to such
amounts as are made available for Federal land
acquisition under that Act for fiscal year 2000.
SEC. 361. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

SUPPORT FOR FEDERAL, STATE AND
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AND FOR
THE VIOLENT CRIME REDUCTION
TRUST FUND.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) our Federal, State and local law enforce-
ment officers provide essential services that pre-
serve and protect our freedom and safety, and
with the support of Federal assistance such as
the Local Law Enforcement Block Grant Pro-
gram, the Juvenile Accountability Incentive
Block Grant Program, the COPS Program, and
the Byrne Grant Program, State and local law
enforcement officers have succeeded in reducing
the national scourge of violent crime, illustrated
by a violent crime rate that has dropped in each
of the past four years;

(2) assistance, such as the Violent Offender
Incarceration/Truth in Sentencing Incentive
Grants, provided to State corrections systems to
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encourage truth in sentencing laws for violent
offenders has resulted in longer time served by
violent criminals and safer streets for law abid-
ing people across the Nation;

(3) through a comprehensive effort by State
and local law enforcement to attack wviolence
against women, in concert with the efforts of
dedicated volunteers and professionals who pro-
vide victim services, shelter, counseling and ad-
vocacy to battered women and their children,
important strides have been made against the
national scourge of violence against women;

(4) despite recent gains, the violent crime rate
remains high by historical standards;

(5) Federal efforts to investigate and prosecute
international terrorism and complex interstate
and international crime are vital aspects of a
national anticrime strategy, and should be
maintained;

(6) the recent gains by Federal, State and
local law enforcement in the fight against vio-
lent crime and violence against women are frag-
ile, and continued financial commitment from
the Federal Government for funding and finan-
cial assistance is required to sustain and build
upon these gains; and

(7) the Violent Crime Reduction Trust Fund,
enacted as a part of the Violent Crime Control
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, funds the
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement
Act of 1994, the Violence against Women Act of
1994, and the Antiterrorism and Effective Death
Penalty Act of 1996, without adding to the Fed-
eral budget deficit.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense of
the Senate that the provisions and the func-
tional totals underlying this resolution assume
that the Federal Government’s commitment to
fund Federal law enforcement programs and
programs to assist State and local efforts to com-
bat violent crime shall be maintained, and that
funding for the Violent Crime Reduction Trust
Fund shall continue to at least fiscal year 2005.
SEC. 362. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING SO-

CIAL SECURITY NOTCH BABIES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) the Social Security Amendments of 1977
(Public Law 95-216) substantially altered the
way Social Security benefits are computed;

(2) those amendments resulted in disparate
benefits depending upon the year in which a
worker becomes eligible for benefits; and

(3) those individuals born between the years
1917 and 1926, and who are commonly referred
to as ‘‘notch babies’ receive benefits that are
lower than those retirees who were born before
or after those years.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense of
the Senate that the Congress should reevaluate
the benefits of workers who attain age 65 after
1981 and before 1992.

————

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on Thursday, April 26, 1999, he had
presented to the President of the
United States, the following enrolled
bill:

S. 531. An act to authorize the President to
award a gold medal on behalf of the Congress
to Rosa Parks in recognition of her contribu-
tion to the Nation.

—————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:
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EC-2682. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Prevailing Rate Systems; Environ-
mental Differential Pay for Working at High
Altitudes” (RIN3206-AI36) received on April
6, 1999; to the Committee on Governmental
Affairs.

EC-2683. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Federal Employees Health Benefits
Program: Contributions and Withholdings”’
(RIN3206-AI33) received on April 6, 1999; to
the Committee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-2684. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the annual report
on drug and alcohol abuse prervention, treat-
ment and rehabilitation programs and serv-
ices for Federal civilian employees for fiscal
year 1997; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-2685. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, a draft of proposed legislation rel-
ative to the Federal Executive Institute
Annex; to the Committee on Governmental
Affairs.

EC-2686. A communication from the Chair-
man, U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the annual re-
port for the fiscal year 1998; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-2687. A communication from the Chair-
man, Occupational Safety and Health Review
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the annual report for fiscal year 1998; to the
Committee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-2688. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Employment Service, U.S. Office of Per-
sonnel Management, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Tem-
porary and Term Employment’” (RIN3206—
A145) received on April 6, 1999; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-2689. A communication from the Direc-
tor, U.S. Office of Personnel Management,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule relative to retirement, health, and life
insurance for certain employees of the Dis-
trict of Columbia (RIN3206-A155) received on
April 5, 1999; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-2690. A communication from the Direc-
tor, U.S. Office of Personnel Management,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Prevailing Rate Systems;
Abolishment of the Orlando, Florida, Appro-
priated Fund Wage Area’ (RIN3206-A104) re-
ceived on April 12, 1999; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

EC-2691. A communication from the Direc-
tor, U.S. Office of Personnel Management,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Prevailing Rate Systems;
Redifinition of the Orlando, Florida, Appro-
priated Fund Wage Area’ (RIN3206-A113) re-
ceived on April 12, 1999; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

EC-2692. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Employment Service-Workforce Re-
structuring Office, U.S. Office of Personnel
Management, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Reduction in
Force Service Credit; Retention Records”
(RIN3206-A109) received on April 6, 1999; to
the Committee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-2693. A communication from the Chair-
man, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the annual report
for fiscal year 1998; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

EC-2694. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, copies of
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