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by the hundreds of local, State and Federal
law enforcement officials and others who of-
fered their support. But, it is with hope that we
ask, through this resolution, for a national dia-
logue to understand this tragedy and stop
school violence from ever occurring again.

As a parent, an educator, and a Congress-
man, | can only imagine the pain and suffering
of the families and my heart and prayers go
out to them. It is my hope that we will find an-
swers to preventing these heinous and sense-
less actions so that no other community must
face the nightmare of Littleton.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| have the honor of representing the citizens of
the Third District of North Carolina. Like all
Americans, my constituents back home offer
their prayers for those that lost friends and
loved ones in last week's tragedy at Col-
umbine High School.

Mr. Speaker, in the past year and a half, at
least 29 people have been killed as a result of
school violence.

Just last week, 15 lives came to an abrupt
end in an environment that is meant to foster
learning and development.

Each time our nation experiences such a
tragedy we ask ourselves why.

Some blame violence in the media, music,
the Internet, children’s access to guns, paren-
tal neglect, but the truth is, it is all of this and
more.

Mr. Speaker, the answer lies with each one
of us.

In today’s culture, when children are no
longer shocked by violence and have easy ac-
cess to technology, we must call on the par-
ents, educators, and students to work together
to prevent another senseless tragedy.

If we can foster interaction between parents,
teachers, and students—to recognize potential
problems—we have a greater chance of keep-
ing our schools safe.

It will take work and cooperation, but when
we look at the lives cut short at Columbine
High School, | think we can all agree it is
worth the extra effort.

Mr. Speaker, today, my thoughts and pray-
ers are with the community of Littleton, Colo-
rado, as they begin their healing process.

As a tribute to the family and friends who
lost loved ones, let us turn this tragedy into an
opportunity.

| ask all Americans to take a greater interest
and responsibility in the education of our chil-
dren.

Help us work together so that our nation’s
students can once again look to school as a
haven for learning.

God Bless the community of Littleton during
this difficult time and God Bless America.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, “It's kind of sad that it's not sur-
prising anymore.”

Mr. Speaker, these are the words of a high
school sophomore at Irving High School in my
district. She was speaking about the brutal
and horrific rampage where two high school
youngsters armed themselves and began a
violent killing spree at Columbine High School
in Littleton, CO. When their campaign of terror
finally ended, 16 students and teachers were
dead. In addition, some 20 other students
were wounded.

Mr. Speaker, not only did | find myself natu-
rally shocked by this incident, | was even
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more shocked by the aforementioned re-
sponse to it by this high school student. In-
deed, violence has so penetrated the lives of
our youth that the shock value over events like
those in Littleton, CO, has worn off. Between
ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and young gunmen
targeting minorities and athletes at Columbine
High School, we certainly find ourselves in an
environment where violence is expected, is
the norm, and is not surprising anymore.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask this mourning Na-
tion to be more attentive to the thoughts and
words of our young people. We must come to-
gether and address this deadly mix of violence
and racism. If we do not, then our young peo-
ple will become more jaded, disenchanted,
and numb over the loss of life. If we do not
address the root causes of hate, then violence
will rule the day and cease to be surprising
anymore.

Unfortunately, we have been lacking in our
commitment, zeal, and work to combat hate
and violence. That is why | understand the
words of this high school student and others
throughout the country that look at this loss of
life through such a bleak prism. | certainly
cannot blame them. Although the madness
perpetrated by the assailants  was
unexplainable, the hate that motivated them
was not.

Mr. Speaker, what must be explained to our
youth is that we will make a concerted effort
to understand them, teach them better ways to
resolve their problems, and present more op-
portunities before them while removing guns
from their lives

Mr. Speaker, | join my colleagues in the
House of Representatives, my constituents of
the 30th Congressional District of Texas and
the entire Nation in sending my prayers and
thoughts to the families and friends of those
people taken away from them in this tragedy.

Mr. Speaker, | also pray for other young
people who may feel shunned by society and
filled with misunderstanding, hate, and a feel-
ing of being losers. | pray that we can all instill
in these youngsters a better sense of self-es-
teem and purpose. The two students who
gunned down their classmates before killing
themselves at Columbine High School felt that
they were losers. It was that feeling of being
losers that motivated them to create such a
loss.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, the recent
events at Columbine High School in Littleton,
CO, marks another sad chapter in the many
recent tragedies that have occurred far too fre-
quently in our nations schools.

Too often today, we hear of acts of violence
perpetrated in our schools by troubled youths.
Equally too often, the reasons behind these
acts eludes us, leaving parents, teachers and
fellow students to search for the reasons.

The Columbine High School tragedy is a
stark reminder we need to do all that we can
in an endeavor to understand the motivations
behind such acts in an effort to prevent future
tragedies. We must also encourage parents
and teachers to reach out to children whom
they feel may be troubled to provide the help
that they need.

While we may never know the true motiva-
tions behind the actions of Eric Harris and
Dylan Klebold, we must do all that we can to
ensure the safety of our schools so that teach-
ers and students can attend class without fear.
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| invite my colleagues to join in offering our
condolences to the families, friends, and loved
ones of those who were killed at Columbine
High School and expressing hope for the rapid
and complete recovery of those wounded in
the shooting and also in recognizing the hard
work and dedication exhibited by local, State
and Federal law enforcement officials and oth-
ers who offered their expert support and as-
sistance to all affected by this tragic incident.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
TANCREDO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 92.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Concurrent Resolution
92.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

——————

SATELLITE COPYRIGHT, COMPETI-
TION, AND CONSUMER PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill,
H.R. 1554, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 1554, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 422, nays 1,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 9, as
follows:

[Roll No. 97]

YEAS—422
Abercrombie Bass Bonilla
Ackerman Bateman Bonior
Allen Becerra Bono
Andrews Bentsen Borski
Archer Bereuter Boswell
Armey Berkley Boucher
Bachus Berman Boyd
Baird Berry Brady (TX)
Baker Biggert Brown (FL)
Baldacci Bilbray Brown (OH)
Baldwin Bilirakis Bryant
Ballenger Bishop Burr
Barcia Blagojevich Burton
Barr Bliley Buyer
Barrett (NE) Blumenauer Callahan
Barrett (WI) Blunt Calvert
Bartlett Boehlert Camp
Barton Boehner Campbell
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