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Mr. HOLLINGS. Isn’t that the case?
That is why you find the extremes of
tort law provision in here, and joint
and several? The drive really is not to
take care of the Y2K problem but to
take care of what they call the lawyer
problem in business. It has brought
about the most responsible production
in the entire world. We have quality
production. We have safe articles on
the market. On product liability and
everything else, they have been coming
after us for 20 years. Now they have all
joined together, of all people not to
hurt, just injured individuals with bad
back cases like you and I have handled,
but on the contrary, little small busi-
nesses, individual doctors who have to
have a computer and have to keep up
with their surgery and everything else
of that kind.

I cite that because that is the testi-
mony we had before the Commerce
Committee. An individual doctor, in
1996, bought a computer. They bragged
how it was going to last for 10 years
and be Y2K compliant. And instead of
being Y2K compliant, it was not. He
asked for it to be repaired. He went
twice to do it. They told him, you
might have bought it for $16,000, but it
is going to cost you $25,000. He didn’t
have the $25,000 to make it compliant.
He finally brought a lawsuit, and the
computer industry on the Internet
picked it up and before long he had
$17,000 against this particular supplier.
They came around immediately and
said: We will do it for free for every-
body and pay the lawyers’ fees.

That is what we are trying to avoid.
But I do congratulate the Senator on
his very cogent analysis and
commonsensical approach and experi-
enced judgment that he has rendered
here this afternoon on this particular
issue.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr.
yield the floor.

Mr. HOLLINGS. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I paid
attention to the exchange. The Senator
from North Carolina was not here. The
Senator from South Carolina was here
when we fought for 10 years on a little
item called aircraft product liability. I
know the Senator from South Carolina
fought viciously against that. The
whole world was going to collapse if we
gave an 18-year period of repose to air-
craft manufacturers for products they
built and manufactured.

Now there are 9,000, at least, new em-
ployees, and we are building the best
piston driven aircraft in the world,
thanks to that legislation.

Ask any of the owners of those air-
craft companies and those people who
are working there. It is because we fi-
nally passed that bill over the objec-
tions of the American Trial Lawyers
Association which fought it for 10
years.

President, I
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Mr. HOLLINGS. Will
guished Senator yield?
Mr. McCAIN. I will not.

————

DEATH OF FORMER SENATOR
ROMAN L. HRUSKA

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 88, submitted earlier by
Senators HAGEL and KERREY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 88) relative to the
death of the Honorable Roman L. Hruska,
formerly a Senator from the State of Ne-
braska.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 88) was agreed
to, as follows:

the distin-

S. RES. 88

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable
Roman L. Hruska, formerly a Senator from
the State of Nebraska.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
communicate these resolutions to the House
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled
copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark
of respect to the memory of the deceased
Senator.

—————

DESIGNATING THE HENRY CLAY
DESK

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of S. Res. 89, submitted earlier
by Senator MCCONNELL.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 89) designating the
Henry Clay Desk in the Senate Chamber for
assignment to the senior Senator from Ken-
tucky.

There being no objection, the Sen-
ator proceeded to consider the resolu-
tion.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, it is my
distinct honor to support this resolu-
tion submitted today by Senator
MCCONNELL assigning the Henry Clay
Desk in the Senate Chamber to the
senior Senator from Kentucky. This
resolution will ensure that the Henry
Clay Desk will forever stay within the
family of Kentucky Senators.

The Senate has a proud tradition of
passing this type of resolution. During
the 94th Congress, for example, the
Senate adopted a resolution assigning
the Daniel Webster Desk to the senior
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Senator from New Hampshire. And,
during the 104th Congress, the Senate
agreed to a resolution ensuring that
the Jefferson Davis Desk would forever
reside with the senior Senator from
Mississippi.

Let me take a brief moment to re-
flect on the life and legacy of Henry
Clay. Henry Clay began his political
career in the Kentucky House of Rep-
resentatives in 1803, at age 27, and re-
mained in public service until his
death in 1852. During Clay’s long and
distinguished career, he served his
state and his nation in a wide range of
capacities including speaker of the
Kentucky House of Representatives,
Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, and, of course, as a
U.S. Senator for fifteen years. Clay
also served President John Quincy
Adams as Secretary of State for four
years, and received his party’s nomina-
tion for President in 1824, 1832, and
1844.

Henry Clay’s ability to facilitate
compromise was quickly recognized in
Washington, and he became well-
known as a highly-skilled negotiator.
This skill, coupled with his knack for
convincing and persuasive speech,
made Clay the ideal appointment in
1814 to help negotiate the Treaty of
Ghent that concluded the war with
Great Britain. And, during Clay’s quest
to save the Union in 1820, he earned his
reputation as ‘“The Great Com-
promiser’’ by helping broker the Mis-
souri Compromise. His leadership, how-
ever, did not end there. He also went on
to play a significant role in crafting
the Compromise of 1850.

Henry Clay’s lifetime of public serv-
ice is indeed worthy of recognition. He
will always be a role model for public
servants because of his dedication to
the people of Kentucky and to our
great Nation, and lives on his history
as one of the greatest Senators of all
time. In fact, Henry Clay’s portrait is
displayed just off the Senate floor to
honor his designation in 1957, as one of
history’s ‘“Five Outstanding Senators.”
Clay certainly deserves today’s honor
of committing his former desk to Sen-
ator MCCONNELL and to the senior Sen-
ators from Kentucky who will follow.

Mr. President, let me say today that
I think Senator MCCONNELL is fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Henry Clay.
He has done a tremendous job rep-
resenting the good people of Kentucky
for the past 15 years. And, on a per-
sonal level, I would like to say that I
have developed a genuine appreciation
for Senator MCCONNELL’S courage, his
political insight, and his keen and can-
did advice on a wide range of subjects.
I value him as a friend, a confidant,
and an advisor, and look forward to
many more years of service with him
here in this chamber.

Mr. President, I am proud today to
support this resolution submitted by
Senator MCCONNELL. It is his strong
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desire to maintain the heirloom of the
Clay desk in the family of Kentucky
Senators for the years to come. I urge
the Senate to adopt this resolution and
ask that it be included in the collec-
tion of the Standing Orders of the Sen-
ate.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 89) was agreed
to, as follows.

S. REs. 89

Resolved, That during the One Hundred
Sixth Congress and each Congress thereafter,
the desk located within the Senate Chamber
and used by Senator Henry Clay shall, at the
request of the senior Senator from the State
of Kentucky, be assigned to that Senator for
use in carrying out his or her senatorial du-
ties during that Senator’s term of office.

———————

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
April 27, 1999, the federal debt stood at
$5,596,529,776,391.98 (Five trillion, five
hundred ninety-six billion, five hun-
dred twenty-nine million, seven hun-
dred seventy-six thousand, three hun-
dred ninety-one dollars and ninety-
eight cents).

One year ago, April 27, 1998, the fed-
eral debt stood at $5,507,607,000,000
(Five trillion, five hundred seven bil-
lion, six hundred seven million).

Five years ago, April 27, 1994, the fed-
eral debt stood at $4,562,363,000,000
(Four trillion, five hundred sixty-two
billion, three hundred sixty-three mil-
lion).

Ten years ago, April 27, 1989, the fed-
eral debt stood at $2,754,734,000,000 (Two
trillion, seven hundred fifty-four bil-
lion, seven hundred thirty-four mil-
lion).

Fifteen years ago, April 27, 1984, the
federal debt stood at $1,485,189,000,000
(One trillion, four hundred eighty-five
billion, one hundred eighty-nine mil-
lion) which reflects a debt increase of
more than $4 trillion—
$4,111,340,776,391.98 (Four trillion, one
hundred eleven billion, three hundred
forty million, seven hundred seventy-
six thousand, three hundred ninety-one
dollars and ninety-eight cents) during
the past 15 years.

——————

THE NORTHEASTERN DAIRY
COMPACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I wish
to express my support for a bill that
was introduced yesterday by Senator
JEFFORDS—the Northeastern and
Southern Dairy Compact. This bill
would reauthorize the Northeastern
Dairy Compact and grant the consent
of Congress for a Southern Dairy Com-
pact. The Southern Dairy Compact,
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which has been passed by Alabama and
10 other southeastern States, author-
izes an interstate Compact Commission
to take whatever measures are nec-
essary to assure customers of an ade-
quate local supply of fresh fluid milk
while encouraging the continued via-
bility of dairy farming within the re-
gion encompassing the compact States.

The current milk marketing order
pricing system does not adequately ac-
count for regional differences in the
costs of producing milk; furthermore,
the Federal milk marketing order sys-
tem establishes only minimum prices
for milk. Due to these inconsistencies
in milk prices, surplus milk is flooding
the southeast and shutting down the
family dairy farmer. By design, the
Federal program relies on State regu-
lation to account for regional dif-
ferences. However, milk usually crosses
State lines, so courts have ruled that
individual States do not have the au-
thority to regulate milk prices under
the interstate commerce clause of the
U.S. Constitution. To account for these
regional price differences, states can
gain regulatory authority by entering
into a compact. States are now joining
these compacts to maintain their dairy
industry and are asking us to approve
of the legislation they have already
passed in their respective states. The
support at the State level has been
overwhelming and unanimous and I am
hopeful this body will adopt these com-
pacts unanimously as well.

The compact Dbenefits everyone.
Farmers are assured of more stable
milk prices, thereby affording them
the opportunity for better planning
and recovery of production costs. Con-
sumers will benefit as prices for fluid
milk stabilize in the supermarket. Ac-
cording to the USDA and GAO account-
ing figures, there was a 40 percent in-
crease in the market price of fluid milk
between 1985 and 1997. According to the
Office of Management and Budget, the
compact established in the Northeast
in 1996 increased the income of dairy
farmers by 6 percent while maintaining
prices to the consumer at 5 cents/gal-
lon below the national average price
for milk. In addition, OMB found no ad-
verse effect on states outside of the
compact. The compact is a win-win
piece of legislation.

Dairy farming is an important indus-
try in my State of Alabama, and I am
a strong supporter of the family farm-
er. Their hard work and dedication is
at the heart of the greatness of this na-
tion. In Alabama, there are more than
2,000 employees in the dairy industry
supporting a $48 million payroll. Last
year, the dairy industry in Alabama
generated a total of $204 million in eco-
nomic activity. However, recent pro-
duction capacity has deteriorated and
further decreases may push production
past the point of no return. From 1995
to 1998, milk production in Alabama
decreased by 26 million pounds. The es-
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tablishment of the dairy compact will
ensure fair prices to farmers so that
they can maintain a profitable level of
milk production. The creation of a
compact will bring stability to an im-
portant industry in Alabama and all
over the Southeast. Consumers will be
assured of fair prices and farmers will
be confident in their production deci-
sions.

The States have voiced their con-
cerns. The States have developed a so-
lution. It is now our responsibility to
stamp our approval onto the compacts
which have been passed in States
throughout the Northeast and South-
east.

———

FUELS REGULATORY RELIEF ACT

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I stand in
support of S. 880, Fuels Regulatory Re-
lief Act, to provide relief for small
businesses and to increase security of
information from potential terrorists.
This bill will specifically exclude toxic
flammable fuels from Section 112 of the
Clean Air Act which requires busi-
nesses provide public information on
stored flammable fuels and how they
would respond to emergencies should a
disaster occur.

When the Clean Air Act was amended
in 1990, Congress required the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, under Sec-
tion 112, to provide public information
on a list of 100 substances which might
cause injury or death to humans or ad-
verse effects to the environment in an
accident. EPA added flammable fuels
to this list of 100 substances. This
means that people who store and dis-
tribute flammable fuels are required to
provide public information about their
operations and how they would respond
to an accident. These Risk Manage-
ment Plans provide information on
hazards associated with the fuels, safe-
ty measures and maintenance, and a
worst-case scenario with an emergency
response plan. This detailed informa-
tion, although intended to provide citi-
zens near a fuel facility knowledge
about their local risks, also provide
dangerous information to potential ter-
rorists. The worst-case scenario infor-
mation especially could provide poten-
tial terrorists with valuable informa-
tion about how to destroy a flammable
fuel facility.

I recognize the constant struggle be-
tween providing public access to and
security protections of information
about flammable fuels. However, given
that public safety is adequately pro-
tected through existing federal laws
and state building and fire codes, I be-
lieve no further requirements are need-
ed. Also people who store flammable
fuels are very safety conscious given
the unstable nature of the product they
work with. The safety record on the
storage of flammable fuels is good and
demonstrates that current regulatory
requirements are adequate. Without
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