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Mr. HOLLINGS. Isn’t that the case? 

That is why you find the extremes of 
tort law provision in here, and joint 
and several? The drive really is not to 
take care of the Y2K problem but to 
take care of what they call the lawyer 
problem in business. It has brought 
about the most responsible production 
in the entire world. We have quality 
production. We have safe articles on 
the market. On product liability and 
everything else, they have been coming 
after us for 20 years. Now they have all 
joined together, of all people not to 
hurt, just injured individuals with bad 
back cases like you and I have handled, 
but on the contrary, little small busi-
nesses, individual doctors who have to 
have a computer and have to keep up 
with their surgery and everything else 
of that kind. 

I cite that because that is the testi-
mony we had before the Commerce 
Committee. An individual doctor, in 
1996, bought a computer. They bragged 
how it was going to last for 10 years 
and be Y2K compliant. And instead of 
being Y2K compliant, it was not. He 
asked for it to be repaired. He went 
twice to do it. They told him, you 
might have bought it for $16,000, but it 
is going to cost you $25,000. He didn’t 
have the $25,000 to make it compliant. 
He finally brought a lawsuit, and the 
computer industry on the Internet 
picked it up and before long he had 
$17,000 against this particular supplier. 
They came around immediately and 
said: We will do it for free for every-
body and pay the lawyers’ fees. 

That is what we are trying to avoid. 
But I do congratulate the Senator on 
his very cogent analysis and 
commonsensical approach and experi-
enced judgment that he has rendered 
here this afternoon on this particular 
issue. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. President, I 
yield the floor. 

Mr. HOLLINGS. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arizona. 
Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I paid 

attention to the exchange. The Senator 
from North Carolina was not here. The 
Senator from South Carolina was here 
when we fought for 10 years on a little 
item called aircraft product liability. I 
know the Senator from South Carolina 
fought viciously against that. The 
whole world was going to collapse if we 
gave an 18-year period of repose to air-
craft manufacturers for products they 
built and manufactured. 

Now there are 9,000, at least, new em-
ployees, and we are building the best 
piston driven aircraft in the world, 
thanks to that legislation. 

Ask any of the owners of those air-
craft companies and those people who 
are working there. It is because we fi-
nally passed that bill over the objec-
tions of the American Trial Lawyers 
Association which fought it for 10 
years. 

Mr. HOLLINGS. Will the distin-
guished Senator yield? 

Mr. MCCAIN. I will not. 
f 

DEATH OF FORMER SENATOR 
ROMAN L. HRUSKA 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 88, submitted earlier by 
Senators HAGEL and KERREY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 88) relative to the 

death of the Honorable Roman L. Hruska, 
formerly a Senator from the State of Ne-
braska. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 88) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

S. RES. 88 
Resolved, That the Senate has heard with 

profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable 
Roman L. Hruska, formerly a Senator from 
the State of Nebraska. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
communicate these resolutions to the House 
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled 
copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns 
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark 
of respect to the memory of the deceased 
Senator. 

f 

DESIGNATING THE HENRY CLAY 
DESK 

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of S. Res. 89, submitted earlier 
by Senator MCCONNELL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 89) designating the 

Henry Clay Desk in the Senate Chamber for 
assignment to the senior Senator from Ken-
tucky. 

There being no objection, the Sen-
ator proceeded to consider the resolu-
tion. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, it is my 
distinct honor to support this resolu-
tion submitted today by Senator 
MCCONNELL assigning the Henry Clay 
Desk in the Senate Chamber to the 
senior Senator from Kentucky. This 
resolution will ensure that the Henry 
Clay Desk will forever stay within the 
family of Kentucky Senators. 

The Senate has a proud tradition of 
passing this type of resolution. During 
the 94th Congress, for example, the 
Senate adopted a resolution assigning 
the Daniel Webster Desk to the senior 

Senator from New Hampshire. And, 
during the 104th Congress, the Senate 
agreed to a resolution ensuring that 
the Jefferson Davis Desk would forever 
reside with the senior Senator from 
Mississippi. 

Let me take a brief moment to re-
flect on the life and legacy of Henry 
Clay. Henry Clay began his political 
career in the Kentucky House of Rep-
resentatives in 1803, at age 27, and re-
mained in public service until his 
death in 1852. During Clay’s long and 
distinguished career, he served his 
state and his nation in a wide range of 
capacities including speaker of the 
Kentucky House of Representatives, 
Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives, and, of course, as a 
U.S. Senator for fifteen years. Clay 
also served President John Quincy 
Adams as Secretary of State for four 
years, and received his party’s nomina-
tion for President in 1824, 1832, and 
1844. 

Henry Clay’s ability to facilitate 
compromise was quickly recognized in 
Washington, and he became well- 
known as a highly-skilled negotiator. 
This skill, coupled with his knack for 
convincing and persuasive speech, 
made Clay the ideal appointment in 
1814 to help negotiate the Treaty of 
Ghent that concluded the war with 
Great Britain. And, during Clay’s quest 
to save the Union in 1820, he earned his 
reputation as ‘‘The Great Com-
promiser’’ by helping broker the Mis-
souri Compromise. His leadership, how-
ever, did not end there. He also went on 
to play a significant role in crafting 
the Compromise of 1850. 

Henry Clay’s lifetime of public serv-
ice is indeed worthy of recognition. He 
will always be a role model for public 
servants because of his dedication to 
the people of Kentucky and to our 
great Nation, and lives on his history 
as one of the greatest Senators of all 
time. In fact, Henry Clay’s portrait is 
displayed just off the Senate floor to 
honor his designation in 1957, as one of 
history’s ‘‘Five Outstanding Senators.’’ 
Clay certainly deserves today’s honor 
of committing his former desk to Sen-
ator MCCONNELL and to the senior Sen-
ators from Kentucky who will follow. 

Mr. President, let me say today that 
I think Senator MCCONNELL is fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Henry Clay. 
He has done a tremendous job rep-
resenting the good people of Kentucky 
for the past 15 years. And, on a per-
sonal level, I would like to say that I 
have developed a genuine appreciation 
for Senator MCCONNELL’s courage, his 
political insight, and his keen and can-
did advice on a wide range of subjects. 
I value him as a friend, a confidant, 
and an advisor, and look forward to 
many more years of service with him 
here in this chamber. 

Mr. President, I am proud today to 
support this resolution submitted by 
Senator MCCONNELL. It is his strong 
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