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benefits. That’s the president’s apparent 
view as well. He thus berates the Repub-
licans for failing to put forth a plan of which 
he disapproves. But they like the idea, and 
some in positions of leadership have at least 
been tinkering with alternatives. One 
version already has been put forward with 
some Democratic support, and another may 
be unveiled on the House side this week, if 
only for discussion. 

The president offers no counterpart on this 
or, thus far, on Medicare, either. ‘‘We need 
some leadership of the president,’’ Senate 
majority Leader Trent Lott said on a Sun-
day talk show as he announced that he, too, 
intended to duck the issue this year. The 
year began with statements of determination 
by both parties to follow the president’s slo-
gan of ‘‘saving Social Security first.’’ It’s 
not happening. They’ll spend the time blam-
ing each other instead—and both will be 
right. To suggest as the president did the 
other day that only the Republicans are 
flinching is to give hypocrisy a bad name. 
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay a special tribute to the 
Franklin Center for Rehabilitation and Nursing 
as it celebrates its 25th Anniversary. 

The Franklin Center for Rehabilitation and 
Nursing is a 320-bed skilled nursing facility lo-
cated in my Queens district. For over 25 
years, this institution has served the Queens 
community with dedication and commitment. It 
has earned itself the high regard of the 
Queens community and is considered one of 
the finest nursing homes in the area. 

The Franklin Center, which is Joint Commis-
sion accredited, receives annual perfect sur-
veys and is renowned for the expert care pro-
vided by the Center’s team of highly qualified, 
experienced professionals. 

The Franklin Center is equipped to manage 
the needs of sub-acute patients requiring IV 
Therapy, trach vents and tube feeding. In ad-
dition, its vast rehabilitative services include: 
physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech 
therapy, social work services, among others. 

However, above and beyond the services 
the Franklin Center provides is the manner in 
which they treat their patients. Perhaps the 
Center’s greatest asset is its concerned, car-
ing and compassionate staff. Since the Frank-
lin Center is committed to the well-being of 
those who reside in the home, the Center 
places a special emphasis on the comfort and 
security it provides. 

For example, the Franklin Center takes into 
consideration the ethnic make-up of the com-
munity which it serves. The Center offers a 
special focus towards the Asian community 
and has a full-time Asian cook on staff as well 
as a multi-lingual staff. 

The dietary constraints of the community’s 
Jewish residents are also considered; the 
Center provides Glatt Kosher catering and reli-
gious services. 

It is this attention to the individual concerns 
of its residents and patients that has earned 
the Franklin Center for Rehabilitation and 
Nursing its outstanding reputation. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to bring to your 
attention the fine work of the Franklin Center 
for Rehabilitation and Nursing as it celebrates 
its 25th Anniversary. It is truly an honor to 
have such a remarkable institution in my dis-
trict assisting my constituents. 
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Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Atlanta Police Officer Russell 
Stalnaker who was killed in the line of duty 
earlier this month. Known to his family and 
friends as Rusty, the 24 year old officer was 
a graduate of Stockbridge High School in 
Henry County. He followed in the footsteps of 
his uncle and joined the Atlanta Police Depart-
ment three years ago. Rusty was an asset to 
his community, not only as a law enforcement 
officer, but in his work with the Special Olym-
pics and other community organizations. 

In 1997, Rusty married Dana Bertholf. The 
couple made their home in McDonough, Geor-
gia. 

I offer my heartfelt condolences to Rusty’s 
wife and parents, Linda and Larry Stalnaker of 
Rex, Georgia. Our nation is fortunate to have 
guardians who put their lives at risk every sin-
gle day to protect us from violence. Rusty 
Stalnaker was one of those guardians who 
watched over his family and community. 
Rusty’s life was cut tragically short, but his 
bravery and heroism will long be remembered. 
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the San Fernando Valley Japanese 
Language Institute, which this year is marking 
its 75th anniversary. Throughout its history, 
this non-profit, tax-exempt school has done a 
remarkable job of introducing successive gen-
erations of children to the art, culture and lan-
guage of Japan. 

Of course, the Institute holds a special place 
in the hearts of students of Japanese ances-
try. But all students, regardless of heritage, 
have benefitted from the education and spe-
cial attention that are so much a part of the In-
stitute’s tradition. 

The Institute, which is located in Pacoima, 
was started in 1924 under the auspices of 13 
original members of the Shikishima Club. The 
intent from the beginning was for the Institute 
to promote the language and culture of Japan, 
and to serve as a central meeting place for 

members of the San Fernando Valley’s sub-
stantial Japanese-American community. It has 
succeeded on all counts. 

By 1941, the Institute had increased its an-
nual enrollment to 180 students. However, the 
school closed following America’s entry into 
World War II. Cabinet officers were accom-
panied by FBI agents to the various relocation 
camps set up to intern Japanese-Americans. 
The Institute did not reopen until 1949, four 
years after Japan had surrendered to the 
United States. The initial class had 35 stu-
dents. 

In 1966, the original property was sold due 
to the deterioration of the building. With the 
cooperation of 220 past and current parents, a 
new school building was completed at the 
present site. 

Today the Institute offers classes to stu-
dents from Nyumon (kindergarten) through 
high school in the Japanese language, as well 
as teaching the ancient ceremonies and tradi-
tions associated with Japan. A dedicated staff 
and involved group of parents work hard so 
that the Institute can meet its financial and 
educational goals. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting 
the San Fernando Valley Japanese Language 
Institute, which for 75 years has provided a 
unique and quality education to hundreds of 
students. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE J.P. 
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Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to pay tribute to an extraordinary Mississip-
pian, Mr. J.P. ‘‘Jake’’ Mills. I am sad to say 
that he passed away on Saturday, April 17, 
1999. I am proud to say that Jake Mills was 
a friend of mine and I am thankful for the time 
I spent with him. 

Jake Mills was truly a remarkable person. 
He touched countless lives, traveling exten-
sively across the country where he formed 
friendships and ties that made him such a 
special person. He had a quick wit and a 
broad knowledge of Biblical scriptures—some-
times combining the two to make a serious 
point in a humorous way. 

He was very active in a wide variety of reli-
gious, business, and community organizations. 
Jake was a devout Christian and he lived his 
life in a way that reflected his beliefs and val-
ues. He served on the board of ‘‘Ministry to 
Men,’’ an organization dedicated to strength-
ening families through personal responsibility. 
He also worked to found the Mississippi Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes. 

As an advocate for improving education, he 
served as an outspoken member of the State 
College Board in Mississippi. He always stood 
up for his beliefs and was never shy about ex-
pressing his views on what needed to be done 
to improve higher education for our state. 

In 1973, Jake founded J.P. Mills, Inc., a 
successful business in Tupelo, Mississippi. He 
served on numerous boards including the 
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