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Community Development Foundation, Mis-
sissippi Economic Council, Petroleum Market-
ers Association, Business Industry Political 
Education Committee. 

My heartfelt sympathy goes out to his wife, 
Jane, and their entire family. Mississippi has 
lost one of our finest leaders in Jake Mills. He 
set an example for all of us to follow and our 
country is a better place because of his life. 
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WHY AM I A REPUBLICAN 

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 28, 1999 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to submit Mr. Steve Remington’s answer to a 
question I recently posed to him, ‘‘Why are 
you a Republican?’’ Today, I would like to 
share with you his answer. 

This morning, at the republican breakfast, 
you asked me a question; ‘‘Why am I a Re-
publican?’’ At the time, I did not realize that 
you were indeed looking for me to speak on 
the subject. I truly appreciate your sense of 
humor, and I apologize for not realizing that 
you were serious. However, since you asked 
me a direct question, I owe you a direct an-
swer. I am a Republican for three reasons; 
my values, my beliefs in fiscal responsi-
bility, and my beliefs in the role of govern-
ment. 

I know that I will not have access to all of 
the information that an informed legislator 
and their staff will have. While the political 
banter happens during the election, I realize 
that there is always more to the story than 
the press will reveal. Therefore, I pick can-
didates with integrity and values similar to 
mine. My belief is that these candidates will 
vote, when all of the facts are available, for 
the best possible decision. My father, my 
son, and I have all received the Eagle Scout 
award. For three generations, we have be-
lieved in honesty, truth, reverence, and dedi-
cating one’s self to making the world a bet-
ter place to live. I find that the Republican 
candidates tend to line up with these values 
more often than not. 

Secondly, I believe that we can continue to 
do better as a society. We can do more for 
the environment. We can make education 
stronger. We can continue to promote posi-
tive business growth. Social Security can be 
solid, and we can lead the world to peace. 
Yet, I believe that it is possible to accom-
plish all of this and maintain fiscal responsi-
bility. We do not have to mortgage our chil-
dren’s future to satisfy a short-term greed. I 
find that these tend to be the values of the 
Republican Party. 

Finally, people do not exist to serve the 
will of the government. The government ex-
ists to serve the will of the people. We should 
not have government for government’s sake. 
There should never be any more government 
than is necessary to meet the needs of our 
society. In order to survive in a competitive 
world, the private sector is always looking 
for ways to be more efficient. So it should be 
with government. These beliefs find a home 
in the Republican Party. 

Again I apologize for not realizing that you 
were asking me a question in earnest. I trust 
you will accept my response to your inquiry. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be a friend of 
Steve Remington. 

A THIRTY YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
TRIBUTE TO THE NEW JERSEY 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 
FUND 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 28, 1999 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to join 
the New Jersey Educational Opportunity Fund 
Professional Association (NJEOFPA) in hon-
oring the 30th anniversary of the New Jersey 
Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF) program. 
This special anniversary is being highlighted 
during the NJEOFPA Student Leadership Con-
ference and Awards Luncheon in Atlantic City, 
New Jersey. 

In July of 1968, the New Jersey State Legis-
lature signed the EOF program into law. The 
legislation, sponsored by the then-freshman 
Assemblyman Thomas H. Kean, was aimed at 
opening the doors of higher education to eco-
nomically and educationally disadvantaged 
students. During the fall of 1968, thirty-four 
colleges took initial steps to instituting the pro-
gram and 1,500 students enrolled. 

Through the years, the EOF has provided 
valuable financial resources, counseling, basic 
skills and academic enrichment to many 
young men and women. Today, there are fifty- 
six EOF programs in New Jersey’ diverse edu-
cational institutions. Over 30,000 students 
have received post-secondary degrees 
through EOF programs, including our current 
Assistant Secretary at the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, and former 
East Orange, New Jersey Mayor Cardell Coo-
per. The Educational Opportunity Fund spon-
sors more than one-third of the African-Amer-
ican and Latino students at New Jersey’s state 
and independent institutions for higher learn-
ing. Furthermore, approximately 11% of the 
first-time, full-time freshman entering New Jer-
sey’s colleges and universities are enrolled 
through EOF. 

Mr. Speaker, for thirty years the Educational 
Opportunity Fund has helped disadvantaged 
students access higher education. I am proud 
to join members of the New Jersey Edu-
cational Opportunity Fund Professional Asso-
ciation in paying tribute to the 30th Anniver-
sary of the program. 
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THE GOTHIC WILDERNESS 

HON. DOUG BEREUTER 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 28, 1999 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member 
commends to his colleagues an excellent edi-
torial questioning some of the values reflected 
by parts of the entertainment industry which 
appeared in the Omaha World-Herald, on April 
23, 1999. 

THE GOTHIC WILDERNESS 
One of the television networks, at some 

point during the seemingly endless picking 
over of the tragedy in Littleton, Colo., 
brought to the screen a young woman who 
had some connection or other with the goth-
ic subculture. 

She was asked about the awful events at 
Columbine High School. Was it not possible 
that the killers, Eric Harris and Dylan 
Klebold, were acting out the themes of pop-
ular lyrics or video games? 

The goth girl, as might be expected, came 
off as disbelieving, almost contemptuous of 
the idea that anyone would be so stupid as to 
kill because of a song. Her comments echoed 
the responses of others, including people in 
the entertainment industry, who scoffed at 
the idea that there could be any connection 
between their art and the orgy of violence 
that Harris and Klebold unleashed at the 
Denver-area high school. People, like, have a 
right to their music. Artists, like, have a 
right to be controversial. 

Certainly it would be difficult to prove 
that any particular set of lyrics or any par-
ticular video game was directly responsible. 
Harris and Klebold are dead. Even a society 
that has convinced itself that a goofy car-
toon camel creates an irresistible desire in 
teen-agers to smoke cigarettes doesn’t have 
the ability to read the mind of a killer be-
yond the grave. 

Nonetheless, isn’t it about time that some-
one had the courage to speak up, like the lad 
who saw the emperor’s nakedness for what it 
was, and say that the saturation of young 
minds with symbols of violence, Santanism 
and death is manifestly unhealthy? Won’t 
someone, anyone, give parents permission to 
pull the plug on video games that involve 
slaughtering hordes of electronic adversaries 
like mowing down so many high school stu-
dents in the cafeteria? 

A newspaper columnist found these lyrics 
in the work of a group admired by Harris and 
Klebold: ‘‘Kill everything, kill everything— 
bomb the living bejeepers out of those 
forces—kill everything, kill everything— 
bomb the living bejeepers out of those 
forces.’’ 

Maybe such ravings—and some are much 
worse—don’t cause anyone to become a mass 
murderer. But can it possibly be healthy to 
entertain oneself by fantasizing about 
slaughter as a remedy for the petty annoy-
ances of life? 

And what of the people who profit from 
such art, defend it and produce it? Words 
have meaning. Even if it can’t be proved that 
Harris and Klebold weren’t motivated by the 
bloody images that seemed to so entice 
them, can the producers and disseminators 
of those images be admired as just more art-
ists pushing the edge? 

The industry claims to occupy the moral 
high ground, wearing the mantle of artistic 
freedom, failing to distinguish political sat-
ire and social alienation from pathological 
homicide. 

Its spokespeople, like the goth girl on the 
television screen, demand to be tolerated, or 
at least left alone. But surely there is at 
least some moral culpability when the enter-
tainment industry saturates the culture 
with images of mass murder and some mis-
guided slobs in Colorado try to act them out. 
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HONORING OUTSTANDING 
STUDENT GABRIELLA CONTRERAS 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 28, 1999 

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Gabriella Contreras, a pupil at Roskruge 
Middle School in Tucson, Arizona, who has 
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been recognized by the prestigious 1999 Pru-
dential Spirit of Community Awards Program. 
This award salutes the most impressive stu-
dent volunteers in each state, the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico. 

With today’s media focusing on tragic sto-
ries of troubled adolescents, we must not 
overlook those teenagers with high ideals and 
strong community values. Gabriella personifies 
those qualities and is a true role model in 
guiding other youth into positive activities that 
enhance their communities. 

As an elementary student, Gabriella was 
concerned over the gang violence, riots, and 
drug use which was evident within a neigh-
boring high school. Determined to become 
part of a solution before her class entered that 
school, she organized a group of eight friends 
who picketed the school with placards bearing 
anti-violence and anti-drug slogans. Through 
the years, that core group continued to grow 
as it organized activities aimed at channeling 
teenagers into constructive endeavors. Today, 
Gabriella’s group has become a community 
service organization which fills the dual role of 
improving local neighborhoods while providing 
a positive group setting for teenagers to iden-
tify with as an alternative to gang membership. 

Gabriella Contreras and the other recipients 
of the Prudential Spirit of Community Award 
have demonstrated outstanding initiative and 
act as an inspiration to other youth. As such, 
they represent a warm ray of sunshine during 
these times of bewildering incidents involving 
violent and disturbed young people. They are 
the individuals who will lead their generation 
into a productive and bright future, and I sa-
lute their efforts on behalf of their communities 
and our Nation. 
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FRANK J. PASQUERILLA: A GIANT 
OF A MAN 

HON. BUD SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 28, 1999 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on April 21, 
1999, Frank Pasquerilla, the Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of Crown American, a 
Fortune 500 company, entered life eternal. 

Frank Pasquerilla was a giant of a man. His 
intellect and energy was exceeded only by the 
size of his heart. When he and his wonderful 
wife, Sylvia, joined my wife and me for the 
Kennedy Center Gala last December honoring 
America’s most outstanding artists, at the con-
clusion of the evening as they were entering 
their hotel, he paused and said to me: ‘‘Don’t 
believe the rumors. I’m not retiring.’’ And then 
with a grin, he added, ‘‘I’m never going to re-
tire!’’ As usual, he was true to his word. Up 
until the very day of his sudden passing he 
was working, caring and building: For his fam-
ily, his company and his community. Leonardo 
DiVinci said ‘‘To understand is to construct.’’ 
Frank understood that in the best and broad-
est sense of the word. He was a builder. But 
his 29 malls, 30 shopping centers and 21 ho-
tels were only the physical structures that 
gave him the opportunity to build better lives 
for his family, his associates and his commu-
nity. When his mall in Altoona burned to the 

ground, as we slogged through the debris I 
ask him, ‘‘What are you going to do, Frank?’’ 
and without hesitation, he replied, ‘‘Start over 
and rebuild.’’ And, of course, he did just that. 
He was the driving force behind pushing for a 
new West End Bypass for Johnstown, not be-
cause it benefited him, but because it was 
good for the community. We were to have din-
ner to discuss a project important to Pennsyl-
vania on the very night he died. His son, 
Mark, called from his hospital room to express 
his Dad’s apology for not being able to attend, 
and I told him to assure his Dad that we would 
do everything in our power to help make his 
latest dream come true. 

If anyone dare suggest that Frank 
Pasquerilla is no longer with us, they simply 
didn’t know this giant of a man. His extensive 
and extraordinary philanthropies have made 
life better for thousands of people, young and 
old, and will continue to do so far into the next 
millennium. For as long as the Allegheny 
mountains turn green in Spring, for as long as 
our rivers and streams run down to the sea, 
or the stars shine above and our fields flower 
under, this giant of a man will live in us and 
his dear family through his good works which 
have touched so many lives, and will live in 
our hearts, forever moved by the afterglow of 
his example of what all our lives should be. 
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TRIBUTE TO POLISH-AMERICANS 

HON. MARK FOLEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 28, 1999 

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, as we approach 
May 3, the 208th anniversary of the adoption 
of the first Polish constitution, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Polish people around the world. 

This is an important anniversary to note be-
cause few people realize that the Polish con-
stitution of 1791 was the first liberal constitu-
tion in Europe. Although the constitution was 
in effect for less than two years, its principles, 
such as individual and religious freedom, re-
mained embedded in the national conscious-
ness through two centuries of foreign occupa-
tion and intimidation. As a result, after years of 
forced totalitarianism the people of Poland 
have miraculously transformed their country 
into a modern, progressive State in less than 
a decade. 

I am glad that Poland is now a full partner 
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization— 
NATO. As the Polish people know full-well, 
freedom isn’t free. It is heartening to know that 
those who suffered so long under oppression 
are now willing to share in the burden of pre-
serving freedom. 

So Mr. Speaker, once again, I want to ex-
tend my heartfelt congratulations to the people 
of Poland and their descendants around the 
world on this historic anniversary. 

HONORING NATIONAL ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT SCHOLARS 

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 28, 1999 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize one of Colorado’s top high school 
students, Ms. Payal Kohli upon receiving a 
National Advanced Placement Scholar from 
the College Board. The academic achieve-
ment of Payal places this student among the 
best young scholars in the nation. 

Payal was one of only 1,451 students to 
earn the distinction of being named a National 
AP Scholar out of 635,000 students who took 
Advanced Placement (AP) exams in 1998. To 
qualify for this high honor, each scholar had to 
achieve grades of 4 or above (the top grade 
is 5) on at least eight AP exams and have ac-
cumulated the equivalent of the first two years 
of college prior to high school graduation. By 
choosing this most challenging curriculum, 
Payal can expect to attend any one of this na-
tion’s most demanding universities. 

The College Board established the AP pro-
gram in 1955 to challenge high school stu-
dents with rigorous college-level academic 
courses. The program is recognized nationally 
for its high academic standards and assess-
ments. In 1998, more than one million AP 
exams were administered in 32 different sub-
ject areas. Of the nation’s 21,000 high 
schools, almost 12,000 currently offer at least 
one AP course. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Payal Kohli. I hold this 
student up to the House, and to all Americans, 
as an example of the best of America’s stu-
dents. 

f 

A 50TH ANNIVERSARY TRIBUTE TO 
THE PHILIP MAMOLEJO POST 650, 
AMERICAN LEGION 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 28, 1999 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to bring to your attention today the 
fine work and outstanding public service of 
thousands of Hispanic-Americans and particu-
larly, the Philip Marmolejo Post 650, American 
Legion, in Redlands, CA. On May 15th, the 
Post will celebrate its 50th anniversary com-
memorating a distinguished record of contribu-
tions to our community, our state, and our na-
tion. 

Hundreds of thousands of Hispanic-Amer-
ican citizens served honorably in our armed 
forces during World War II, facing the enemy 
with courage and exhibiting many brave and 
heroic actions in battle and the line of duty. In 
fact, 12 Hispanic-American soldiers were pre-
sented with the Congressional Medal of Honor 
by the U.S. Congress during World War II. 

Following the war, veterans of the allied ef-
fort organized the Philip Marmolejo Post 650, 
American Legion in Redlands. On June 22, 
1949, the post opened to recognize the con-
tributions of Hispanic-American serviceman in 
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