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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 7835 April 29, 1999 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Thursday, April 29, 1999 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Chaplain, Reverend James David 

Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er: 

We know that in our prayers we can 
speak to You, O God, with any words 
we wish and with any thoughts we care 
to think. Give us boldness and honesty 
in our prayers so that we truly speak 
what is in our hearts. And give us wis-
dom in our minds so that in all things 
we may do justice, love mercy, and 
ever walk humbly with You. This is 
our earnest prayer. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. GREEN) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain 10 one-minutes on each side. 

f 

NEVADA TRAVEL AND TOURISM 

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today on 
behalf of the great State of Nevada, I 
would like to personally thank the 
travel and tourism industry because of 
its lasting partnership and patronage. 

Nevada ranks sixth in both direct do-
mestic and international travel spend-
ing among all 50 States. Total travel 
expenditures in Nevada exceed $17 bil-
lion, travel payroll climbed well over 
$5 billion, and it employed more than 
307,000 people. 

To this effect I would like to specifi-
cally recognize the Grand Canyon Air 
Tour Industry which has served south-
ern Nevada and the Grand Canyon for 
more than 70 years. This service pro-
vides enjoyment to over 800,000 pas-

sengers annually, of which 30 percent 
are over the age of 50, to the out-
standing air tours of the Grand Can-
yon, truly one of America’s most treas-
ured sites. 

Without the Grand Canyon tour in-
dustry, many handicapped would never 
be able to enjoy the deep, colored can-
yons or the magnificent raging Colo-
rado River. 

Again on behalf of my constituents 
and the many tourists who visit south-
ern Nevada, thank you for your eco-
nomic contributions and your contin-
ued steadfast service. 

f 

HOUSE SENDS TERRIBLE 
MESSAGE REGARDING KOSOVO 

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I was elected to Congress 6 years 
ago and I came to Washington to work 
on health care and education for our 
children. But yesterday was one of the 
worst days I have served in 26 years of 
elected office. What a terrible message 
this House sent yesterday to our men 
and women serving our country in the 
Balkan conflict. The quote I heard 
‘‘taking ownership of this war’’ by my 
Republican colleagues should be unac-
ceptable, not only to myself but the 
American people. Our country’s finest 
young men and women serving our Na-
tion deserve more than politics as 
usual on this floor of the House. This 
reminds me of World War II when my 
Republican colleagues referred to 
World War II as ‘‘Mr. Roosevelt’s war.’’ 

Please put your hatred aside for this 
President and realize that this conflict 
was not started by Bill Clinton, it was 
started by Serbia’s murderers of civil-
ians, and it was started by our commit-
ment to NATO and to our allies who 
have protected us for 50 years from 
communism. Now your hatred of Bill 
Clinton is giving hope to our Nation’s 
enemies who are trying to shoot down 
our men and women literally as we 
stand here today. 

Please think and reflect on your ac-
tion because our service people are in 
harm’s way. 

f 

ON ORIOLES-CUBA BASEBALL 
GAME 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, it is ironic that as NATO forces are 
bombing the Butcher of the Balkans, 
the Clinton administration is cozying 
up to the Butcher of the Caribbean, 
Cuba’s Fidel Castro. 

In the aftermath of the tragedy in 
Colorado as we search for answers and 
discuss role models and values, it is 
ironic that the United States is pre-
paring to play ball with the regime 
that violates the human rights and 
civil liberties of its people. 

Monday’s game between the Balti-
more Orioles and the Cuban team will 
send a message to our children that 
America’s pastime can also be an in-
strument for dictators; that money, 
power and individual interests are 
more important than freedom and de-
mocracy for the oppressed people of 
Cuba. 

The May 3rd game, as the one played 
in Cuba, will be a political and public 
relations home run for Fidel Castro but 
it will be a strikeout for political pris-
oners, for human rights dissidents and 
the Cuban people as a whole. 

Let us send the right message to our 
young people and to the international 
community as a whole that the U.S., 
its institutions and its symbols will 
not be accessories to the crimes com-
mitted by the Castro regime and that 
we will not be manipulated into cov-
ering up those crimes. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL ASSAILANT JOHN 
HINCKLEY VACATIONS ON TAX-
PAYER DOLLARS 
(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Madam Speaker, 
John Hinckley shot President Reagan 
with intent to kill. He was acquitted 
by reason of insanity and confined to a 
hospital where after a routine search 
they found correspondence between 
Hinckley and mass murderers Charles 
Manson and Ted Bundy. 

But despite all of this, a Federal 
judge ruled that Hinckley is not an in-
mate, that Hinckley is a guest and is 
thus entitled to supervised leave privi-
leges. 

Beam me up. Is it any wonder what is 
happening to our society? Hinckley, 
who shot the President with intent to 
kill, is now enjoying weekends in the 
country. What is next, Disney World? 

I yield back the tragic ordeal of 
James Brady and the two policemen 
also shot by this bum now vacationing 
on taxpayer dollars. 
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