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neglect can be. We know that abused and ne-
glected children do not perform as well in
school. In some cases, physical abuse of chil-
dren can result in brain damage, cerebral
palsy, and learning disorders.

Perhaps most troubling of all, we know that
there is a vicious cycle surrounding child
abuse. Adults abused as children are at higher
risk of arrest for sex crimes.

By recognizing April as Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month, we alert communities all over our
country to this tragic social illness that hurts
our most precious and vulnerable resource.
We recognize that child abuse is a complex
problem. The solution requires action from ev-
eryone in each city and state. We need to
support and expand local officials’ efforts to
prevent abuse. We need religious leaders to
lend a supportive and understanding voice for
families. We need to also support programs
for families that prepare individuals for the job
of parenting.

Most importantly, by recognizing Child
Abuse Prevention Month, we also tell victims
of child abuse that they are not forgotten. We
see you and we will help you. We must re-
member that truly effective prevention efforts
must include treatment for children who have
been abused or neglected.

The lingering anguish we feel toward the
tragedy in Littleton, Colorado captures how we
feel when our children are harmed. We need
to break this cycle and prevent child abuse
from ever occurring.

| urge my colleagues to support Represent-
ative PRYCE'’s resolution that calls on a collec-
tive effort to raise awareness and prevent
child abuse and neglect in our communities. |
want to thank Representative PRYCE for her
work on this important issue.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of Mrs. PRYCE’s Resolution. This month is
Child Abuse Prevention Month and | am
pleased to be able to support this resolution
which commemorates those who are helping
to alleviate the evils of child abuse and ne-
glect.

Together, we can make a difference, one
child at a time.

| recently learned about the life of one child
and the difference she felt in her life. Three
years ago, Shannon was a 16-year-old girl
suffering from neglect and despair. She never
knew her father. Her sister had been taken
away by the state and placed in foster care.
Her brother was in state prison for attempted
murder. And her mother couldn’t seem to help
her.

Shannon wasn't interested in life. She was
depressed, in and out of psychiatric care be-
tween suicide attempts. She was failing in
school.

Shannon needed a home. And thanks to the
dedication of some very special people at Our
Children’s Homestead in my Congressional
District, that's exactly what Shannon was
given.

And what difference did it make? Today
Shannon attends College. She plans to go into
hotel management.

When she looks back to high school, Shan-
non sees A’s and B’s on her report cards; she
looks at photos of herself in the sports section
of the yearbook; she sees herself on stage at
the prom—a member of the prom court.
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Shannon is blessed.

But we must also remember how much
more we need to do.

In 1992, less than 30,000 children in lllinois
were removed from their homes and placed
into the child welfare system because they
were victims of severe abuse and neglect.
Just last year, that number had increased to
over 50,000. That's more than a 66 percent in-
crease in only six years. Each one of those
numbers may be another Shannon. A child
who needs our help—literally needs our
help—to survive.

As the numbers of children in need comes
close to doubling, we must redouble our ef-
forts to help them. | rise to commemorate the
work of those who have done so much. As
Shannon’s story tells us, we can make a dif-
ference for children—one at a time.

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
move the previous question on the con-
current resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Con. Res. 93.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ken-
tucky?

There was no objection.

———

NATIONAL HOSPITAL WEEK

(Mr. GOODE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOODE. Mr. Speaker, the week
of May 9 is National Hospital Week,
when communities across the country
celebrate the health care workers, vol-
unteers, and other health professionals.
This year’s theme for National Hos-
pital Week is ‘‘People Care, Miracles
Happen.”

A great example of this theme is an
event called Martha’s Market at Mar-
tha Jefferson Hospital in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia. Martha’s Market is a
weekend event that transforms an in-
door tennis facility into a shopping
plaza with 40 unique boutique vendors.
The event began as a fund-raiser by a
group of enthusiastic volunteers who
wanted to raise awareness of breast
cancer, and it won the American Hos-
pital Association’s prestigious Hospital
Award for Volunteer Excellence.

Income for the event comes from cor-
porate sponsors, individual donations
and vendor profits. The net profit for
the Market grew to more than $150,000
in 1998. The proceeds are used to sup-
port the hospital’s breast cancer out-
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reach program, provide free or reduced-
fee mammograms and health
screenings to low-income women, and
sponsor free mammography days.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this op-
portunity as National Hospital Week is
approaching to congratulate Martha
Jefferson Hospital for its award-win-
ning program.

——————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Res. 154.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, MAY
3, 1999

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

————

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY,
MAY 4, 1999

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Monday, May 3, 1999,
it adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 4, 1999, for morning hour
debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

——
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

———

MINIMUM WAGE STIFLES GROWTH,
CREATIVE SPIRIT

(Mr. DICKEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. DICKEY. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to place in the RECORD an article
written by Leo Collins and published in
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