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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s prayer will be offered by our
guest Chaplain, Dr. Thomas A.
Erickson, Valley Presbyterian Church,
Scottsdale, AZ.

We are pleased to have you with us.

PRAYER
The guest Chaplain, Dr. Thomas A.

Erickson, Valley Presbyterian Church,
Scottsdale, AZ, offered the following
prayer:

Let us pray.

Gracious and ever-living God, You
promised through the Psalmist, ‘I will
instruct you and teach you the way
you should go, I will counsel you with
my eye upon you.”’—Psalm 32:8. In re-
sponse, we open our minds to You, ask-
ing that in all the business before us
we may clearly see Your will and cou-
rageously do Your work.

O God, when world events threaten to
crush our hope, reassure us that peace
is possible, for Your will shall yet be
done in all the Earth. Then help us to
do what we can, individually and to-
gether, to achieve that peace for all
people everywhere.

At the end of this day, let every Sen-
ator know, let every staff member and
aide know, that they have done their
duty to You, to their Nation, and to
one another. Give them satisfaction in
knowing that they have moved our Na-
tion a step further in its unrelenting
quest to be ‘“‘one Nation under God,
with liberty and justice for all.” Amen.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able acting majority leader is recog-
nized.

Mr. GRAMS. I thank the Chair.

————
SCHEDULE

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, today
the Senate will immediately begin 1
hour of debate relating to the cloture
motion to the MCCAIN amendment to
the Y2K legislation. At approximately
10:30 a.m., following that debate, the
Senate will proceed to a cloture vote
on the pending MCCAIN amendment.

As a reminder, by a previous agree-
ment, second-degree amendments to
the McCain amendment must be filed
by 10 a.m. today.

Following the cloture vote, the Sen-
ate may continue debate on the Y2K
bill, the lockbox issue, or any other
legislative or executive items cleared
for action.

Also, as a further reminder, a cloture
motion was filed on Wednesday to the
pending amendment to S. 557 regarding
the Social Security lockbox legisla-
tion. That vote will take place on Fri-
day at a time to be determined by the
two leaders.

For the remainder of the week, it is
possible that the Senate may begin de-
bate on the situation in Kosovo.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able Senator from Arizona is recog-
nized.

Mr. KYL. I thank the Chair.

————

GUEST CHAPLAIN THOMAS
ERICKSON

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, it is an
honor for me this morning to have in
the Senate Chamber both of my min-
isters—of course, the Chaplain of the
Senate, Lloyd Ogilvie, and the indi-
vidual who gave our prayer this morn-
ing, who is Thomas Erickson, minister
of the Valley Presbyterian Church in
Scottsdale, AZ. This is the church in
which I am a member in my home
State of Arizona. His wife Carol joins
him today in the Nation’s Capital, and
as I said, it is my honor to be with
them today and certainly an honor for
my church to have its minister deliver
the opening of the Senate.

Valley Presbyterian Church is a dy-
namic congregation of some 2,400 mem-
bers and growing. Reverend Erickson
has been with the church now for al-
most 13 years.

Mr. President, you perhaps noticed
that as he was delivering the morning
prayer, if you closed your eyes just a
little bit, it almost sounded like our
Chaplain, Lloyd Ogilvie. I frequently
do that when I am in church here or I
am in the Senate Chamber. I close my
eyes and I can almost hear the other
speaking, because they have the same
resonant voice, especially when deliv-
ering a prayer.

So I am honored, as I said, to be able
to present Dr. Erickson to my fellow
Senators this morning and all of those
who observed the morning prayer on
television.

I thank you, Mr. President. I yield
the floor.

————
Y2K ACT—CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER
GRAMS). The Senator from Oregon.
Mr. WYDEN. I thank the Chair.

To begin the hour of debate that we
have on the Y2K measure, I would like
to discuss the agreement entered into
late yesterday, the special effort that

(Mr.

was led by Senator DopD of Con-
necticut. Senator DODD has been the
leader on our side on the Y2K issue.
The agreement that was entered into
last night involved Senator MCCAIN,
myself, Chairman HATCH, Senator
FEINSTEIN, Chairman BENNETT; a num-
ber of colleagues were involved. It
seems to me that this effort, which was
led by Senator DobDD, has directly re-
sponded to a number of the concerns
outlined by the White House in the
statement that was delivered yesterday
to the Senate. I would like to briefly
outline the proposals which are going
to be offered by the Senator from Con-
necticut in conjunction with the group
of us that has been working on a bipar-
tisan basis for this legislation.

Under the changes made yesterday,
there would be punitive damage caps
for small businesses. We ensure that
there is fairness to both sides. We
would eliminate punitive damage caps
for the large businesses, those over 50
employees. We would protect munici-
palities and governmental entities
from punitive damages. And we would
also ensure that State evidentiary
standards for claims involving fraud
were Kept in place.

The legislation would continue to do
the following. There would have to be a
30-day notice. The plaintiff would have
to submit a 30-day notice to the defend-
ant on the plaintiff’s intentions to sue,
with a description of the Y2K problem.
If the defendant responded with a plan
to remediate, then an additional 60
days would be allowed to resolve the
problem. If the defendant didn’t agree
to fix the problem, the plaintiff would
be in a position to sue on the 31st day.
We would establish—and this was of
great concern to a number of Members
of the Senate—liability proportion-
ality. We would ensure that defendants
don’t pay more than the damage they
are responsible for but exceptions
would include plaintiffs with a modest
net worth who were not able to collect
from one or more defendants and de-
fendants who had intentionally injured
plaintiffs.

I think this is especially important
because, clearly, if you have a defend-
ant who has engaged in intentionally
abusive conduct, you want to send the
strongest possible message, and we do
establish liability proportionality
under the agreement led by Senator
DoDD.

We would also preserve contract
rights so as to not interfere with par-
ties who have already agreed on Y2K
terms and conditions. We would also
confirm the duty to mitigate. This is
an effort to essentially confirm exist-
ing law that plaintiffs have to limit

e This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T19:22:40-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




