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credit demand since the mid-1980s. As
of April 23, our State FSA offices had
delivered more than $179 million in
credit assistance.

Due to bad weather, low prices and
poor outlooks, the need for Govern-
ment-guaranteed credit has increased
substantially this year. Our agricul-
tural industry is on a deadline with
Mother Nature, and it cannot wait any
longer.

The timeliness of this legislation
cannot be overemphasized. For those of
us in Southern States, our planting
time has already come and is just
about gone. We are in dire straits. All
farmers across this Nation are in dire
straits. It is so very important for us to
act in this body in a timely fashion in
recognizing this problem.

In addition, I take this opportunity
to express to my colleagues that agri-
culture is vitally important to all of us
across this Nation and to the rest of
this world. It seems that every time I
turn on the television, there is another
story applauding the unbelievable suc-
cess of our Nation’s economy.

Unfortunately, not every segment of
our society is sharing in this period of
economic bliss. The agricultural com-
munity nationwide is suffering.

USDA economic projections for 1999
do not offer much hope for relief in the
immediate future, and it will fall upon
our shoulders to explore the short-
term, as well as the long-term, policy
resolutions to farm revenue problems.

It may not be the most popular issue
of the day, but every one of us enjoys
the safest, most abundant and most af-
fordable food supply in the world today
produced by American agricultural
growers.

This safe and abundant food supply
will not be there for this Nation or for
the world if we do not support our fam-
ily farmers at this critical time. Once
those family farms are gone, they will
no longer be back in production.

I certainly thank the President for
allowing me to talk about this and to
reiterate to my colleagues how abso-
lutely important it is.

———————

IN HONOR OF SENATOR DAVID
PRYOR

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I rise
today to do something that I know my
fellow colleagues in the Senate will be
very interested in, and that is to pay
tribute to one of the Senate’s esteemed
graduates and a role model for all
Americans, former Senator David
Pryor.

As a young woman and a former Con-
gresswoman from Arkansas, I have al-
ways looked up to Senator David Pryor
for his intelligence, his dedication, his
tenacity and his compassion for his fel-
low man.

Now, I have found a new reason to ad-
mire my former colleague and long-
time friend. For those of you who don’t
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know, last week David Pryor left his
current post at Harvard’s Kennedy
School of Government.

No, he didn’t take a job at Yale or
even an Ambassadorship. He has gone
to Kosovo. Not as a diplomat or as a
U.S. official, not even as a Harvard pro-
fessor, but as a hands-on volunteer who
is helping care for Kosovo refugees in
Albania.

I am sure that many of you who
served with David Pryor and already
know him as a great humanitarian are
not in the least bit surprised by this.

Senator Pryor recently signed on
with the International Rescue Mission,
a New York based group which was
started by Albert Einstein to help
those suffering under Hitler’s regime.
The organization is currently building
shelters and assembling sanitation sys-
tems to improve living conditions for
thousands of displaced Albanians.

Senator Pryor loaded up his suitcase
with gifts for the refugee children—
candy bars and crayons. And he told
the International Rescue Mission that
he was going there to work for 30 to 60
days.

Some may ask what prompted David
Pryor to take this step. By all ac-
counts, he has had a remarkable ca-
reer—serving as a Senator and the Gov-
ernor of my home state and the state
legislature as one of its youngest mem-
bers.

He has been able to continue his love
of politics by teaching young people at
Harvard’s esteemed school of Govern-
ment. And he has a wonderful family,
who he enjoys immensely and who
loves him dearly. It all sounds like a
pretty full life.

When asked by a friend why he made
the decision to go to Kosovo, Pryor re-
sponded that he was too young to fight
in World War II and he was too in-
volved in his own career during the
civil rights struggle to contribute
much in that event.

Now, later in life he was struck by
the reports and pictures coming out of
the Yugoslav region. He was concerned
for the thousands of children and fami-
lies who were in need and who he want-
ed to do something for. So, after a
week of deliberating within himself, he
woke his wife in the middle of the
night and said, ‘“‘Honey, we’ve got to
talk.” A week later, off he went.

Since he has been in Albania, Sen-
ator Pryor has reported once back to
his family and sent a fascinating letter
to friends, family and former staff. He
works in a camp digging latrines and
assisting the Red Cross efforts to se-
cure supplies. Last Saturday he bought
5,000 bars of soap and diapers for 1,000
babies.

““Being here a week makes me won-
der about our world and how people can
do such unthinkable, brutal things to
other humans,” Senator Pryor wrote.
“It is a world of unreality.”

He says of the men ‘“All their incen-
tive and pride has been stripped from
them and they having nothing left.”
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About half of the dislocated refugees
in the camp where Senator Pryor
works are children. They are scared.
They are tired. They are hungry. And
above all, they are devastatingly sad.
They mourn lost loved ones and ache
to return to their homeland.

Senator Pryor also shared with his
family the stories of two women, one
whose daughter had been raped at the
hands of a Serb police officer; the other
a young mother has been separated
from her three children, all under the
age of 5, for more than a month. She
was forced to flee her home, abandon
her life and possessions in Yugoslavia,
and now continues to desperately
search for her family, her small chil-
dren.

These are just some of the images
Senator David Pryor is seeing on his
trip. They are even more heart wrench-
ing than any of us could imagine.

Whether or not you support U.S. in-
volvement in the Kosovo region, none
of us can imagine or ignore the human
tragedy that is unfolding along its bor-
ders. Every day our televisions and
newspapers carry new images of the
suffering—new reports of atrocities by
Yugoslav troops.

I, for one, feel better about the hu-
manitarian conditions and the thou-
sands who are suffering, knowing that
David Pryor is lending a hand and lead-
ing with his heart.

My generation has yet to see the
kind of nationwide mobilization and
spirit of volunteerism that swept our
country during World War II and the
Korean War. My mother has often told
me of rationing gas and preserving
food. She told me of joining together
with friends and family to plant a vic-
tory garden and to make morale-boost-
ing gifts to send to our troops overseas.

I have such enormous respect for the
efforts of all Americans during that
time and I hope we as a nation can join
together in support of our troops and
the humanitarian efforts to help the
Kosovo refugees now.

I commend Senator David Pryor’s ef-
forts, wish him well, and urge all of us
to take note of his selfless example.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. FI1TZ-
GERALD). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent beginning at 9:30 on Fri-
day there be 30 minutes for debate only
with respect to the Social Security
lockbox issue, and at 10 a.m. a cloture
vote occur pursuant to rule XXII.
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