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being measured in the deaths, and inju-
ries of our kids in the schoolyard and
on the streets of our neighborhoods and
communities.

Primary responsibility lies with fam-
ilies. As a country, we are not par-
enting our children. We are not ade-
quately involving ourselves in our chil-
dren’s lives, the friends they hang out
with, what they do with their time, the
problems they are struggling with.
This is our job, our paramount respon-
sibility, and most unfortunately, we
are failing. We must get our priorities
straight, and that means putting our
kids first.

However, parents need help. They
need help because our homes and our
families—our children’s minds, are
being flooded by a tide of violence.
This dehumanizing violence pervades
our society: our movies depict graphic
violence; our children are taught to
kill and maim by interactive video
games; the Internet, which holds such
tremendous potential in so many ways,
is tragically used by some to commu-
nicate unimaginable hatred, images
and descriptions of violence, and ‘‘how-
to”” manuals on everything from bomb
construction to drugs. Our culture is
dominated by media, and our children,
more-so than any generation before
them, is vulnerable to the images of vi-
olence and hate that, unfortunately,
are dominant themes in so much of
what they see, and hear.

Thus, today I rise to introduce, call-
ing upon the Surgeon General to con-
duct a comprehensive study of media
violence, in all its forms, and to issue
a report on its effects, and rec-
ommendations on how we can turn this
tragic tide of youth violence.

As I have said, this is a complex chal-
lenge. Certainly, working with the
media industry, we can come to some
consensus on immediate measures that
can be taken to curb our children’s ac-
cess to the types of excessive and gra-
tuitous violence that 1is currently
flooding our homes and families. How-
ever, the crisis we are currently facing
did not occur overnight, and we must
take time to achieve a comprehensive
understanding of how media violence
affects childhood development, and
what children are most at risk to its
impact.

Again, I urge all Americans to get in-
volved in their kids’ lives. Ask ques-
tions, listen to their fears and con-
cerns, their hopes and their dreams.
Children are not simply small adults.

Childhood is a time of innocence, a
time to teach discipline and values.
Our children are our most precious
gift, they are full of innocence and
hope. We must work together to pre-
serve the sanctity of childhood.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 51
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
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lina (Mr. EDWARDS) and the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. HOLLINGS)
were added as cosponsors of S. b1, a bill
to reauthorize the Federal programs to
prevent violence against women, and
for other purposes.
S. 58
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAUCUS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 58, a bill to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to improve protec-
tions against telephone service ‘‘slam-
ming’’ and provide protections against
telephone billing ‘‘cramming’’, to pro-
vide the Federal Trade Commission ju-
risdiction over unfair and deceptive
trade practices of telecommunications
carriers, and for other purposes.
S. 218
At the request of Mr. MOYNIHAN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
FITZGERALD) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 218, a bill to amend the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United
States to provide for equitable duty
treatment for certain wool used in
making suits.
S. 344
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from Michigan (Mr.
ABRAHAM) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 344, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a safe
harbor for determining that certain in-
dividuals are not employees.
S. 443
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 443, a bill to regulate the
sale of firearms at gun shows.
S. 459
At the request of Mr. BREAUX, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. TORRICELLI) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 459, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to in-
crease the State ceiling on private ac-
tivity bonds.
S. 487
At the request of Mr. GRAMS, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 487, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide addi-
tional retirement savings opportunities
for small employers, including self-em-
ployed individuals.
S. 514
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. CLELAND), the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. HAGEL), and the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 514, a bill to im-
prove the National Writing Project.
S. 517
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 517, a bill to assure access
under group health plans and health in-
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surance coverage to covered emergency
medical services.
S. 564
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN), the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN), the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. TORRICELLI), the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. KERRY), the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), the
Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER),
the Senator from Maryland (Ms. MiI-
KULSKI), the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DoDD), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN), the
Senator from Virginia (Mr. ROBB), the
Senator from Maryland (Mr. SAR-
BANES), the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED), the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. AKAKA), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. WELLSTONE), the Senator
from Nebraska (Mr. KERREY), the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU),
the Senator from Nevada (Mr. BRYAN),
the Senator from Delaware (Mr.
BIDEN), the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN), the Senator from
Montana (Mr. BAUCUS), the Senator
from New York (Mr. SCHUMER), and the
Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID) were
added as cosponsors of S. 564, a bill to
reduce class size, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 594
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. TORRICELLI), the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG),
the Senator from Maryland (Ms. MiI-
KULSKI), and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. WELLSTONE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 594, a bill to ban the
importation of large capacity ammuni-
tion feeding devices.
S. 632
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
BENNETT) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 632, a bill to provide assistance for
poison prevention and to stabilize the
funding of regional poison control cen-
ters.
S. 636
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
TORRICELLI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 636, a bill to amend title XXVII of
the Public Health Service Act and part
7 of subtitle B of title I of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 to establish standards for
the health quality improvement of
children in managed care plans and
other health plans.
S. 638
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 638, a bill to provide for the es-
tablishment of a School Security Tech-
nology Center and to authorize grants
for local school security programs, and
for other purposes.
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S. 648

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 648, a bill to provide for the pro-
tection of employees providing air safe-
ty information.

S. 676

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
KyYL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 676,
a bill to locate and secure the return of
Zachary Baumel, a citizen of the
United States, and other Israeli sol-
diers missing in action.

S. 678

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. WELLSTONE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 678, a bill to establish cer-
tain safeguards for the protection of
purchasers in the sale of motor vehi-
cles that are salvage or have been dam-
aged, to require certain safeguards con-
cerning the handling of salvage and
nonrebuildable vehicles, to support the
flow of important vehicle information
to the National Motor Vehicle Title In-
formation System, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 704

At the request of Mr. DEWINE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
704, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to combat the overutiliza-
tion of prison health care services and
control rising prisoner health -care
costs.

S. 708

At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. WELLSTONE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 708, a bill to improve the
administrative efficiency and effective-
ness of the Nation’s abuse and neglect
courts and the quality and availability
of training for judges, attorneys, and
volunteers working in such courts, and
for other purposes consistent with the
Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997.

S. 735

At the request of Mr. TORRICELLI, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
735, a bill to protect children from fire-
arms violence.

At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
735, supra.

S. 57

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. DoDD) were added as
cosponsors of S. 757, a bill to provide a
framework for consideration by the
legislative and executive branches of
unilateral economic sanctions in order
to ensure coordination of United States
policy with respect to trade, security,
and human rights.

S. 764

At the request of Mr. THURMOND, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SMITH) was added as a co-
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sponsor of S. 764, a bill to amend sec-
tion 1951 of title 18, United States Code
(commonly known as the Hobbs Act),
and for other purposes.
S. 839
At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
839, a bill to restore and improve the
farmer owned reserve program.
S. 881
At the request of Mr. BENNETT, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
881, a bill to ensure confidentiality
with respect to medical records and
health care-related information, and
for other purposes.
S. 882
At the request of Mr. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. ABRAHAM) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 882, a bill to strengthen provi-
sions in the Energy Policy Act of 1992
and the Federal Nonnuclear Energy Re-
search and Development Act of 1974
with respect to potential Climate
Change.
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 20
At the request of Mr. McCAIN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of Senate Joint Resolution 20,
a joint resolution concerning the de-
ployment of the United States Armed
Forces to the Kosovo region in Yugo-
slavia.
SENATE RESOLUTION 22
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. BREAUX) was added as a cosponsor
of Senate Resolution 22, a resolution
commemorating and acknowledging
the dedication and sacrifice made by
the men and women who have lost
their lives serving as law enforcement
officers.
SENATE RESOLUTION 27
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of Sen-
ate Resolution 27, a resolution express-
ing the sense of the Senate regarding
the human rights situation in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.
SENATE RESOLUTION 29
At the request of Mr. ROBB, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
TORRICELLI) was added as a cosponsor
of Senate Resolution 29, a resolution to
designate the week of May 2, 1999, as
“National Correctional Officers and
Employees Week.”
SENATE RESOLUTION 72
At the request of Mr. TORRICELLI, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED), the Senator from
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. ENzI), the Senator
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH), the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS), the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. GRAMM), and the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. ALLARD)
were added as cosponsors of Senate
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Resolution 72, a resolution designating
the month of May in 1999 and 2000 as
“National ALS Awareness Month.”

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 90—DESIG-
NATING THE 30TH DAY OF APRIL
2000 AS “DIA DE LOS NINOS:
CELEBRATING YOUNG AMERI-
CANS”

Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. BINGA-
MAN, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. REID, Mr.
DOMENICI, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. ABRA-
HAM, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BOND, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Mrs. HUTCHISON) sub-
mitted the following resolutions; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. REsS. 90

Whereas many of the nations throughout
the world, and especially within the Western
hemisphere, celebrate ‘“Dia de los Nifios” on
the 30th of April, in recognition and celebra-
tion of their country’s future—their chil-
dren;

Whereas children represent the hopes and
dreams of the citizens of the United States;

Whereas children are the center of Amer-
ican families;

Whereas children should be nurtured and
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-
nomic prosperity, democracy, and the Amer-
ican spirit;

Whereas Latinos in the United States, the
youngest and fastest growing ethnic commu-
nity in the nation, continue the tradition of
honoring their children on this day, and wish
to share this custom with the rest of the na-
tion;

Whereas one in four Americans is projected
to be of Hispanic descent by the year 2050,
and there are now 10.5 million Latino chil-
dren;

Whereas traditional Latino family life cen-
ters largely on its children;

Whereas the primary teachers of family
values, morality, and culture are parents and
family members, and we rely on children to
pass on these family values, morals, and cul-
ture to future generations;

Whereas more than 500,000 children drop
out of school each year and hispanic dropout
rates are unacceptably high;

Whereas the importance of literacy and
education are more often communicated to
children through family members;

Whereas families should be encouraged to
engage in family and community activities
that include extended and elderly family
members and encourage children to explore,
develop confidence, and pursue their dreams;

Whereas the designation of a day to honor
the children of the Nation will help affirm
for the people of the United States the sig-
nificance of family, education, and commu-
nity;

Whereas the designation of a day of special
recognition of children of the United States
will provide an opportunity to children to re-
flect on their future, to articulate their
dreams and aspirations, and find comfort and
security in the support of their family mem-
bers and communities;

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has
worked with cities throughout the country
to declare April 30 as ““Dia de los Nifios: Cele-
brating Young Americans’—a day to bring
together Latinos and other communities na-
tionwide to celebrate and uplift children;

Whereas the children of a nation are the
responsibility of all its citizens, and citizens
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