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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 

MEET 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, the Fi-

nance Committee requests unanimous 
consent to conduct a hearing on Thurs-
day, April 29, 1999, beginning at 10 a.m. 
in room 215 Dirksen. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee be per-
mitted to meet on Thursday, April 29, 
1999, at 10 a.m. for a hearing on the 
nominations of Myrta ‘‘Chris’’ Sale to 
be Controller of the Office of Federal 
Financial Management at the Office of 
Management and Budget and John 
Spotila to be Administrator of the Of-
fice of Information and Regulatory Af-
fairs at the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet for 
a hearing on ‘‘ESEA Reauthorization’’ 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, April 29, 1999, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet in 
executive session during the session of 
the Senate on Thursday, April 29, 1999, 
at 4 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to hold an Executive Business Meeting 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, April 29, 1999, at 10 a.m. in 
room 226 of the Senate Dirksen Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, April 29, 1999, at 
10 a.m. to hold a closed hearing on in-
telligence matters. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE YEAR 2000 
TECHNOLOGY PROBLEM 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on the Year 2000 Tech-

nology Problem be permitted to meet 
on April 29, 1999, at 9:30 a.m. for the 
purpose of conducting a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Housing and Transpor-
tation of the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, April 29, 1999, to 
conduct a hearing on ‘‘Oversight of 
HUD’s Grants Management System.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
POLICY 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on International Economic 
Policy, Export and Trade Promotion of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, April 29, 
1999, at 10 a.m. to hold a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION AND RECREATION 
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on National Parks, Historic 
Preservation and Recreation of the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, April 29, for purposes of con-
ducting a joint hearing with the Sub-
committee on Interior Appropriations 
of the Appropriations Committee 
which is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m. 
The purpose of this oversight hearing 
is to review the report of the General 
Accounting Office on the Everglades 
National Park Restoration Project. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND 

SPACE 
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Science, Technology, 
and Space of the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, April 29, 1999, at 10 a.m. on NASA 
FY/2000 Budget. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure be granted permission to 
conduct a hearing Thursday, April 29, 
9:30 a.m., hearing room (SD–406), on 
project delivery and streamlining of 
the Transportation Equity Act for the 
21st Century. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA J. KOLL 
∑ Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to one of Wiscon-
sin’s premier educators. Dr. Patricia J. 
Koll is retiring this May after a distin-
guished 31-year career with the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. 

Born and raised in Wisconsin, Patri-
cia has excelled in the field of Edu-
cation. Working as a professor of edu-
cation and assistant vice chancellor, 
she has authored numerous books and 
received many accolades for her work. 
She was honored in both 1991 and 1992 
with the Wisconsin Teacher Educator 
of the Year Award. She has also been a 
recipient of the University of Wis-
consin-Oshkosh John McN Rosebush 
award, the university’s highest award 
for scholarly excellence. 

Patricia has been an instrumental 
part of education development in the 
state. She has served as president of 
both the Wisconsin Association for Su-
pervision and Curriculum Development 
and the Northern Wisconsin chapter of 
the American Society for Training and 
Development. In addition, she has 
worked with many school districts pro-
viding invaluable leadership experience 
and expertise. 

Patricia’s dedication and talent have 
been enormous assets to the University 
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh and the Oshkosh 
community. Her talents will be sorely 
missed by her colleagues. However, we 
wish Patricia all the best for her re-
tirement.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIBERTY ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL IN MARYSVILLE, 
WA. 

∑ Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, this 
week’s Innovation in Education Award 
recipient is a remarkable school, Lib-
erty Elementary, in Marysville, Wash-
ington. With help from school staff and 
led by Principal Paula Jones, Liberty 
Elementary’s students have made out-
standing advances in their reading per-
formance. 

Historically, this school has not 
shown great success in student stand-
ardized test results. To improve those 
results, the school’s staff researched 
proven ‘‘best practices’’ for improving 
student reading. The staff eventually 
selected a program called ‘‘Success For 
All’’ that focuses on early intervention 
and personal attention to promote lit-
eracy. 

Liberty Elementary’s parents and 
staff recognized that in order for this 
program to succeed, they needed to be 
closely involved. So the parents and 
staff established ‘‘Family Fun Night’’ 
each month to educate families on the 
importance of reading, the benefits of 
education reform, and how to feel more 
comfortable as active partners in their 
children’s education. Liberty’s staff at-
tends these family activities without 
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extra compensation. The staff has also 
teamed up with local businesses to help 
acknowledge outstanding participation 
and achievement by students and par-
ents. 

Two years ago, Liberty teachers, par-
ents, and students decided to refocus 
their efforts on reading. Now 80% of 
the students are reading at current 
grade level and above—a tremendous 
increase of 58%. Students at Liberty 
are now proud and successful readers 
thanks to the hard work of the Liberty 
staff and the support from their de-
voted parents and community. 

What is noteworthy about Liberty is 
that the students became better read-
ers because the community became 
more involved with its children. This 
Innovation in Education award is an-
other example of how local commu-
nities really do know best. Local edu-
cators and parents work with our chil-
dren every day and know what needs 
improvement. They deserve our sup-
port and should have more decision- 
making authority over how federal 
education dollars are to be spent. Edu-
cators from Washington state and from 
across the country need and deserve 
more flexibility and more control over 
their classrooms. Liberty Elementary 
and schools like it are the reasons why 
I will fight to return that power to our 
local schools where it belongs.∑ 

f 

MAY 1—GUILLAIN-BARRÉ 
SYNDROME AWARENESS DAY 

∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, com-
munities across America will observe 
Guillain-Barré Syndrome Awareness 
Day this Saturday, May 1. Guillain- 
Barré Syndrome, or GBS, is a para-
lyzing disorder that can strike any per-
son, regardless of age, gender, or back-
ground. Victims often face months of 
hospital care and long-term disabilities 
can result. 

For many years the GBS Foundation 
International has been renowned for its 
worldwide leadership in the battle 
against GBS, and I welcome this oppor-
tunity to commend the Foundation for 
all it has done. The Foundation, estab-
lished in 1980, provides an effective sup-
port network for patients and their 
families. It also provides educational 
materials, funds medical research, and 
conducts symposia. 

GBS Awareness Day is an important 
part of educating the public about this 
potentially catastrophic disease. In 
Massachusetts, for example, the chap-
ter of the Foundation in Boston is co-
ordinating an event for the entire New 
England area that will include a fund- 
raising walk around the New England 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Woburn, fol-
lowed by a video presentation and sem-
inars on the medical and psychological 
aspects of the disease. 

One of the most disturbing develop-
ments in the battle against GBS is the 
recent scientific research linking this 

disease to infection by a common food- 
borne pathogen known as 
Campylobacter, which is the most com-
mon bacterial cause of food-borne ill-
ness in the United States. These bac-
teria frequently contaminate raw 
chicken. Unfortunately, 
Campylobacter is also one of a growing 
number of bacteria that are developing 
resistance to the antibiotic drugs com-
monly used to treat the diseases they 
cause, and these drug-resistant bac-
teria are now a major public health 
threat. 

The health and safety of the Amer-
ican people is one of our top priorities 
in Congress. Microbial contamination 
of food is an increasing problem. The 
association of GBS with 
Campylobacter infection demonstrates 
that food-borne illness is a serious na-
tional challenge. We need to take more 
effective action against these threats 
to families and communities. An im-
portant priority of this Congress is to 
act on legislation that will enhance the 
nation’s ability to deal with contami-
nated food and antimicrobial-resistant 
organisms. 

We in Congress also need to do more 
to support research into all aspects of 
the prevention, treatment, and cure of 
GBS. I welcome GBS Awareness Day 
this year as an opportunity for all of us 
in Congress and across the country to 
become more actively involved in 
meeting this important public health 
challenge.∑ 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ASSOCIA-
TION OF MAPPING SENIORS 

∑ Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate the Association 
of Mapping Seniors (AMS) on the 25th 
Anniversary of their founding. 

The AMS is a distinguished organiza-
tion of former employees at mapping 
and imagery agencies like the National 
Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA). 
Their important work has been invalu-
able to both our national policy mak-
ers, and our national security. 

Mr. President, the data produced by 
these dedicated Americans has been 
key to understanding our world and 
making it safer. Mapping and imagery 
not only help us support our men and 
women in uniform, but also help us de-
velop our cultural understanding of 
ourselves in terms of population, 
growth, religious and economic clus-
ters, and more. I want to commend 
each and every member of the AMS for 
their indispensable service to our coun-
try, our community, and our culture. 

I am also proud to note that Mary-
land has been home to many devoted 
members of this important organiza-
tion. As many of my colleagues know, 
I am a strong and unyielding supporter 
of federal employees, and these men 
and women are no exception. I want to 
thank them, Mr. President, for their 
outstanding service to our country, 

and to honor them in celebration of the 
25th Anniversary of the Association of 
Mapping Seniors.∑ 

f 

RECOGNITION OF FAMILIES FOR 
HOME EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise 
today in recognition of Families for 
Home Education (FHE) in observance 
of Home Education Week, May 2–8, in 
my home State of Missouri. I join with 
the Missouri General Assembly in rec-
ognizing their commitment not only to 
excellence in education, but also to the 
promotion of public policy that 
strengthens the family. 

Home educators make tremendous 
sacrifices to educate our nation’s 
young people and they are making a 
difference. Countless studies show that 
parental involvement positively im-
pacts the education of a child. Home- 
schooled children, in particular, ben-
efit greatly from the individualized, 
one-on-one training they receive from 
dedicated parents and home educators. 
They are also afforded unique opportu-
nities to participate in apprentice-
ships, and community and civic organi-
zations. These activities serve to 
strengthen social skills and enrich 
their overall educational experience. 

In today’s challenging society, it is 
more important than ever that our 
young people receive a quality edu-
cation if they are to succeed in the ex-
panding global market. Home edu-
cators play a vital part in preparing 
children, tomorrow’s workforce, to suc-
cessfully compete and prosper in the 
adult world. I commend these dedi-
cated parents and FHE, and wish them 
continued success in their endeavors.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARIANNE BOND 
WEBSTER 

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to and honor the 
many accomplishments of Marianne 
Bond Webster, of Dunwoody, Georgia. 
By the age of 43, Marianne was a suc-
cess by most yardsticks: happily mar-
ried and the mother of two, tennis 
champion, gourmet cook, and a popular 
caterer. However, several events in 
Marianne’s life sparked a midlife 
change which would cause her to re-ex-
amine her life and become more in-
volved in our nation’s political system. 
This realization spurred her to a more 
active role in WAND—the Women’s Ac-
tion for New Directions. 

WAND is a national grassroots peace 
group emphasizing the role of women— 
activists, legislators and community 
leaders—on issues related to the fed-
eral budget, the military, violence, and 
nuclear disarmament and nonprolifera-
tion. A nonprofit organization founded 
in the early 1980s, WAND has grown 
into a national organization 
headquartered in Boston, MA, with an 
advocacy office in Washington, DC, and 
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