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national independence, of the constitution 
and consultation and the man who accom-
plished the state of institutions, law and 
order. 

He was the man of development, pan- 
progress and national economy. 

He was the man of Gulf unity and Arab sol-
idarity in most difficult situations and cir-
cumstances. 

He was the man of peace and international 
cooperation and genuine friendship among 
the peoples of the world. 

All these guiding features shall remain be-
fore us while we pursue national path, our 
Gulf unity and our Arab solidarity and in all 
domains of our regional approach with the 
neighbors and our global cooperation. 

We shall remain the solid course at various 
levels, with all of you in the drive of the na-
tional work, with the brothers in the Gulf 
and the Arab world and with every sincere 
friend of Bahrain, in this region and in the 
whole world. 

With the blessings of God almighty, we 
shall adhere to the track forged by the great 
late, we shall share love, brace and coopera-
tion with all who seek goodness for Bahrain, 
inside and outside, and we shall protect and 
safeguard Bahrain against any harm through 
the determination and sacrifices. 

As we pay tribute to the great late man 
and accolade his achievements, we ought to 
applaud with gratitude and for the sake of 
truth and history, the leading role of his 
brother and his right hand our uncle His 
Highness Shaikh Khalifa Bin Salman Al- 
Khalifa, the Prime Minister, who and since 
the beginning till the last minute, spared no 
effort in serving the nation, developing the 
country, leading the government through his 
deep vision, sagacity and hard work result-
ing in the fruits of wisdom, experience and 
well organized systems. 

He was and shall remain a source of rich-
ness and a source of vision and inspiration to 
face the tasks of national work and future 
challenges. 

Every thanks and appreciation are ex-
tended to His Highness for the honorable and 
leading stances he played for the sake of this 
nation and at all stages of development. We 
have the confidence that through gifted 
traits of deep perception and solid resolve, 
His Highness will continue the path of devo-
tion we expect from him and from the gen-
eration of the fathers who accompanied him 
in quest for development and progress. 

On other respect, witnessing this historical 
turning point, we call on and urge the young 
generation of Bahrain to shoulder their re-
sponsibilities and prepare for their tasks, 
starting from our Crown Prince His Highness 
Shaikh Salman Bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, whom 
we wish every success in discharging his new 
constitutional mission. 

We take this opportunity to express our 
appreciation for the unanimity and the sup-
port we gained from the members of the rul-
ing family, led by our uncle His Highness 
Shaikh Khalifa Bin Salman Al-Khalifa and 
our uncle His Highness Shaikh Mohammed 
Bin Salman Al-Khalifa who commended his 
appointing as the Crown Prince in accord-
ance with the constitution. 

Our dear people, It would be necessary to 
express to all of you every gratitude over the 
cohesion and sincere loyalty you have dem-
onstrated at this historical situation, rep-
resenting your sustained allegiance which 
reflects true unity between the people and 
their leadership in this cherished country. 

I would like to say it clearly that as a son 
of Essa and as an adherent to the duty, I 
shall raise the standard of his path which 

does not differentiate between the people of 
the single nation, regardless of their beliefs 
and origin, and which only consider the hon-
esty of national association, and which con-
sider the true citizenship which seeks every 
goodness for Bahrain and her people. 

On the Gulf, Arab and Islamic domains, we 
are pleased to express, on your behalf, the 
deep appreciation for the sentiments of 
heartfelt condolences and over the stances of 
sincere support we received from all broth-
ers, leaders and people in the Gulf and Arab 
states, affirming the reality of unity which 
binds us all and to whom our late great lead-
er was one of its prominent figures. 

We are also in the position to convey ap-
preciation and thanks to the Islamic coun-
tries which embraced us with truly sincere 
feelings, and to all friendly states of the 
world with whom we share the keenness for 
a stable, secure and prosperous international 
community. 

To conclude, witnessing this historical 
point, and as we consider our assessment of 
all the institutions, the Consultative Council 
and various bodies of Bahrain national com-
munity for their constructive contribution, 
we have the pleasure to extend a message of 
applaud to those who safeguarded the soil of 
this nation and protected the achievements, 
and to express, on your behalf, every encour-
agement and support to the personnel of 
Bahrain Defense Force, who are shouldering 
the tremendous responsibilities in protecting 
the country, safeguarding its territories and 
securing the security and tranquility of citi-
zens and residents. 

This is achieved by means of joining forces 
with exerted efforts of security forces, police 
and the national guard. 

At this moment, we recall the saying of 
our great late leader who addressed the per-
sonnel of Bahrain Defense Force and said 
‘‘our solid belief of Bahrain Defense Force is 
an integral part of the forces of Gulf Co-
operation Council providing with further 
confidence and determination to achieve the 
security and stability of our region. You 
have presented a true example in accom-
plishing the mission of honor and duty.’’ 

Such belief will remain our solid convic-
tion at all times and circumstances. 

Our dear people, We pledge to remain with 
you at every step and stage of our national 
work, for we are strong through the support 
of God almighty and your backing. 

Cohesion and unity will continue to exist 
between us for the sake of Bahrain image 
and pride and for the sake of her prosperity. 

We shall present before you our views and 
perspective on the future of the national ac-
tion, and it would be our concern to perceive 
your expectations and aspirations for the 
goodness of Bahrain based on the formula of 
cohesion between the leadership and the cit-
izen. 

We are greatly confident that our Bahraini 
civilized society is blessed with many poten-
tials of real progress upon which we can 
build in the path of political, administrative 
and economic development. 

Such path we highly believe in and con-
sider it as a source of richness for our tradi-
tions of consultation, and as a pattern for 
governmental development and for accom-
plishing the comprehensive progress and di-
versifying of the national economy in the in-
terest of the people of this nation and every 
piece of this soil. 

Finally, we have but to pray for God al-
mighty to bestow our great loss and our 
leader with the mercy and rest him unto the 
heaven. 

We are consoled by the fact that we shall 
remain adherent to his spirit and keep his 

path, to protect the soil of this nation, by 
every means of determination, dedication 
and resolve. 

And say work righteousness, soon will God 
observe your work and his Apostle and the 
believers. Peace and God’s blessings be upon 
you.∑ 

f 

HONORS FOR STAN AND IRIS 
OVSHINSKY 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, this week-
end, two very special people, Stan and 
Iris Ovshinsky, will be honored by the 
Workmen’s Circle/Arbeter Ring, a non-
profit organization dedicated to pre-
serving Jewish heritage and Yiddish 
culture, and to pursuing social and eco-
nomic justice. 

The organization’s selection of Stan 
and Iris is most fitting. Their work on 
behalf of social causes and their love of 
Yiddish culture has been a constant 
part of their lives. But what makes 
Stan and Iris so special is that theirs is 
also a great love story. Stan and Iris 
met, fell very much in love, married 
and dedicated themselves to ‘‘Tikkun 
Olam,’’ the Jewish belief in the respon-
sibility to ‘‘repair the world’’ and leave 
it a better place for future generations. 
Their steadfast commitment to Tikkun 
Olam is nowhere more evident than in 
their work together at Energy Conver-
sion Devices (ECD), the materials tech-
nology company they founded in Troy, 
Michigan in 1960 when they joined their 
lives together. 

Stan, a self-taught inventor/scientist 
who never attended college, began 
working in the field of amorphous and 
disordered materials in 1955, when the 
scientific community regarded them as 
of little scientific interest. Iris, who 
has a PhD in biochemistry, joined him 
in his work after they met. Stan and 
Iris proved that these materials were of 
great value scientifically and techno-
logically. Stan’s initial paper describ-
ing their properties has become one of 
the five most cited publications in the 
history of the prestigious Physical Re-
view Letters. That and subsequent pa-
pers, some co-authored with Iris, led to 
a new field of scientific study. 

From the beginning, Stan and Iris 
understood the significance of their 
discoveries. They saw a future in which 
new engineered materials could be used 
to improve people’s lives, solve societal 
problems and build new industries. 
They committed themselves and ECD 
to that vision and never wavered from 
it. Always on the cutting edge, often 
ahead of their time, they have stayed 
the course. Today, ECD holds over 350 
active U.S. patents and over 800 cor-
responding foreign patients. Amor-
phous semiconductors and other engi-
neered amorphous and disordered ma-
terials are now widely used in an array 
of products, many of which have been 
developed and commercialized at ECD. 

Three technologies exemplify the 
Ovshinskys’ ingenuity and commit-
ment to their vision: 
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Amorphous Silicon Photovoltaics 

(PV): The Ovshinskys were determined 
to develop a practical and affordable 
method of generating electric power 
from the sun, and pioneered the use of 
amorphous silicon materials to reduce 
materials costs and energy used in a 
highly innovative roll-to-roll solar cell 
production process. Award winning 
products using their technologies are 
already in the marketplace. 

Ovonuc Nickel Metal Hydride Bat-
teries: The ‘‘Ovonic’’ battery is a high 
performing, nontoxic rechargeable 
nickel metal hydride (NiMH) battery. 
NiMH batteries are replacing nickel 
cadmium batteries used in portable 
electronic devices. Determined to de-
velop products of benefit to society, 
the Ovshinskys led their company into 
developing the battery for advanced ve-
hicle technologies to ease growing con-
cerns over air pollution. NiMH bat-
teries are the advanced electric vehicle 
battery of choice of major auto manu-
facturers. 

Computer Information Storage Mate-
rials and Devices: The phase change 
erasable semiconductor materials de-
veloped by the Ovshinskys have be-
come the standard in rewritable optical 
discs. Similar materials employing the 
same physics show the potential for 
use in electronic devices that can help 
the United States recapture its former 
dominant position in semiconductor 
memories. 

The totality of Stan and Iris’s 
achievements is remarkable. They pio-
neered a new branch of science and 
then successfully applied this science 
to develop new technologies and com-
mercial products having significant 
impacts on the energy and information 
industries. Because of their efforts to 
solve major problems through science 
and technology, the world will be a bet-
ter place. Now in their 70s, their work 
and their commitment continue 
unabated, as does their obvious love for 
and delight in one another.∑ 

f 

WHEN HISTORY ASKS WHO STOOD 
UP TO EVIL IN KOSOVO, THE AN-
SWER WILL BE: NATO 

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, sixty years 
ago, as Europe moved increasingly 
close to war, a number of philanthropic 
organizations came to the aid of those 
desperately trying to escape the Holo-
caust. Today, many of those same or-
ganizations have turned their atten-
tion to helping the latest victims of 
genocide. The American Jewish Com-
mittee, for example, has raised over 
$800,000 in humanitarian aide for the 
Kosovar refugees. 

As in World War II, these organiza-
tions recognize that they cannot stop 
the genocide without support from the 
world community. In the case of 
Kosovo, that means that NATO has had 
to bring its military might to bear on 
Slobodan Milosevic. This sentiment 

was poignantly expressed in a recent 
statement by the American Jewish 
Committee, one of the organizations 
actively worked to alleviate both the 
European genocide of today and that of 
a generation ago. 

Mr. President, I therefore ask that 
their statement in support of NATO’s 
ongoing efforts be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The statement follows. 
STATEMENT BY THE AMERICAN JEWISH 

COMMITTEE 
When history asks who stood up to evil in 

Kosovo, the answer will be: NATO. The world 
could see the slaughter coming. Diplomats 
worked furiously to prevent it—and, for a 
time, succeeded. 

But when Yugoslavia’s Slobodan Milosevic, 
in the name of a nationalism run amok, set 
his army and police at the throat of the eth-
nic Albanian citizens of Kosovo defying ap-
peals to end the terror and withdraw, one 
international force had the resolve to stand 
up to Belgrade’s policy of barbarism. 

NATO, the guarantor of European security 
for half a century, rose to the challenge of 
defending the Kosovo Albanians. Nineteen 
countries acted in unison to stop the vio-
lence against the Kosovars and seek their 
safe return under international protection. 

In this noble mission, NATO must prevail. 
What is at stake in Kosovo isn’t oil or com-
merce or trading routes. What is at stake are 
basic principles: human rights, human dig-
nity, the credibility of deterrence, collective 
security. With determination and courage, 
NATO weighed the difficult choices and 
chose to act—because it was right, because 
the alternative would give tyrants a green 
light to terrorize civilian populations and 
destroy the fabric of international order. We 
recognize the sacrifice made by each NATO 
member to arrest evil in Kosovo. In this dark 
century, witness to unspeakable acts of in-
humanity, we applaud the alliance for taking 
a principled stand.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF THOMAS C. 
O’REILLY 

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, 
throughout my career in the Senate I 
have made the fight against crime one 
of my top legislative priorities. Con-
sequently, it gives me great pleasure to 
recognize the career and accomplish-
ments of one of New Jersey’s most dis-
tinguished public servants, Chief 
Thomas C. O’Reilly of the Newark Po-
lice Department. 

For years, the City of Newark has 
faced many challenges. But I am proud 
to say today Newark is now a city on 
the rise. There are many people to 
thank and recognize for the rebirth of 
New Jersey’s largest city. Today, I 
would like to thank Chief Thomas C. 
O’Reilly in particular. Chief O’Reilly 
has devoted more than four decades of 
his life to serving the city of Newark as 
a police officer. His service to the city 
began on December 10, 1956, when he 
joined the Police Department. He 
started as a patrol officer and rose 
through the ranks to Detective, Ser-
geant, Lieutenant, Captain, Inspector, 
Deputy Chief, Chief-of-Staff and finally 
Police Chief. 

Tonight, April 29, 1999, Chief Thomas 
C. O’Reilly will be honored by the city 
of Newark and I am happy to join the 
many voices who will thank him for his 
career on the front lines of law enforce-
ment. We are indebted to him for his 
service. Those who follow him as Po-
lice Chief have a spendid model of lead-
ership to follow. Chief Thomas 
O’Reilly’s level of commitment and 
dedication to the safety of Newark’s 
residents represents our nation’s finest 
traditions of community service.∑ 

f 

APPOINTMENT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Chair announces on behalf of the ma-
jority leader, pursuant to Public Law 
105–277, the appointment of Delna 
Jones of Oregon, Representative of 
Local Government, as a member of the 
Advisory Commission on Electronic 
Commerce, vice James Barksdale. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, the Inter-
net is nearly a ubiquitous aspect of 
American life. It goes without saying 
‘‘electronic commerce’’—e-commerce— 
has become a central aspect for buying 
products and services. Only two years 
ago five million households shopped for 
some product on the Internet. Last 
year that number doubled. Now the 
forecast for this year is that nearly 15 
million households will let their key-
boards do the work. This is a threefold 
increase of shoppers in only two years. 
One can also look at the dollar volume 
affected, which is predicted to double 
to $31B this year. 

Mr. President, city, county and state 
officials are understandably over-
whelmed by this Internet Tsunami—15 
million homes spending $31 billion. I 
have spent time talking with these 
public officials. I have listened to their 
views. They are frightened, and they 
have legitimate concerns about their 
sales tax base. However, electronic 
commerce will not end Main Street as 
we now know it. I am confident public 
policy will evolve to deal with the new 
electronic marketplace in a fair and 
balanced manner. 

Although the Internet is currently 
accessed by almost 40 million Amer-
ican homes, less than half are using the 
Internet for commerce purposes. This 
tells me there are issues that need to 
be addressed beyond how the sales tax 
is treated—issues like encryption, pri-
vacy and digital signatures—all nec-
essary components for vibrant Internet 
commerce. I hope Congress will exam-
ine and act on these issues during the 
106th Congress, while the Advisory 
Commission on Electronic Commerce 
works on the tax implications. 

The Advisory Commission on Elec-
tronic Commerce must complete its re-
port promptly so the information is 
available to Congress before the mora-
torium on new Internet taxes ends. Mr. 
President, the report date does not 
need to be extended. I am very im-
pressed with Governor Jim Gilmore’s 
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