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to repair America’s education infrastructure.
Behind this glaring statistic is the additional
need for library construction. The one source
of Federal aid to libraries, the Library Services
and Technology Act, no longer covers major
construction of libraries. If we do not start in-
vesting in our schools and libraries imme-
diately, we will end up paying a much higher
price down the road for graduating students
who will not be adequately prepared to com-
pete in the New Economy.

In fact, studies now reveal the obvious: a di-
rect correlation exists between the condition of
school facilities and the academic achieve-
ment of our students. That's right, our kids
grades are affected by the state of their
school. This should come as no surprise. It is
difficult to learn when the roof is leaking or
blackouts occur because too many computers
are on.

We also know that 50 percent of a child’s
intellectual development takes place before
the age of four. Our nation’s public and school
libraries play a critical role in a child’s early
development because they provide a wealth of
books and other resources that can give every
child a head start on life and learning.

In my state of California, 61 percent of our
schools are over 40 years old, and public
school enroliment is expected to exceed 6 mil-
lion students by the turn of the century, yet
large numbers of students are already being
housed in temporary buildings. As states
around the nation, like California, adopt man-
dated class size reductions, more and more
classroom space will be needed. The state al-
ready has 1.3 million students in grades one
through three who require an astonishing
6,500 additional classrooms to meet class size
reduction mandates.

The latest statewide library facility needs as-
sessment for California called for $2 billion for
approximately 425 projects. In addition, the
deplorable state of America’s public school li-
braries’ collections has increased the de-
mands on public libraries. In many instances,
public libraries substitute for school libraries,
thereby creating a higher demand for material
and physical space to house literature and
educational computer equipment. We know
that summer reading programs at public librar-
ies are the most important factor in helping
children avoid what educators call “summer
learning loss.”

With this in mind, we need, first and fore-
most, to find creative ways, in the age of
shrinking budgets, to find the necessary dol-
lars to start rebuilding our educational infra-
structure. That is why | am re-introducing my
State Infrastructure Banks for Schools Act.
This common-sense measure would create in-
frastructure banks at the state level to provide
a range of loan and credit options, to help fi-
nance locally supported projects. The use of
State Infrastructure Banks (SIBS) will provide
much-needed and cost-effective financial as-
sistance to our local districts to rebuild, repair
or replace their current facilities—without plac-
ing a constant strain on the Federal treasury
or the American taxpayer.

Just as importantly, with SIBs, school dis-
tricts and counties could avoid bond market
pressures to borrow more than they actually
need which can often make a project unac-
ceptable to local voters. We have seen this
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happen several times in my District alone. Our
local leaders know how much is needed to fix
up their schools and libraries, and they rightly
refuse to borrow more than necessary. By
supporting this proposal, we are not only wise-
ly utilizing limited federal funds, but we would
be saving local taxpayers’ money otherwise
spent on inflated bond requests, fees, and
other administrative costs associated with the
for-profit market.

Specifically, SIBs will be created with fed-
eral seed money and offer a flexible menu of
loan and credit enhancement assistance,
terms, and maturities—all of which will allow
communities to save local taxpayer dollars. As
loans are repaid, the SIBs funds would be re-
plenished and the banks could make new
loans or loan guarantees to other school and
library infrastructure projects.

Our children need to feel pride in their
schools and libraries. It is my hope that my
legislation is one of several first steps that can
be made towards addressing this over-
whelming issue of school and library construc-
tion. It is no secret that we need to educate
our kids in a safe and supportive environment
if we expect them to achieve in the 21st cen-
tury.

———
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Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize an outstanding Naval Offi-
cer, Commander Mark Leary who has served
with distinction for the past 3 years for the As-
sistant Secretary of the Navy, Financial Man-
agement and Comptroller as a Principle As-
sistant and Deputy in the Appropriations Mat-
ters Office. It is a privilege for me to recognize
his many outstanding achievements and com-
mend him for the superb service he has pro-
vided to the Navy, the Congress, and our
great Nation as a whole.

During his tenure in the Appropriations Mat-
ters Office, which began in January of 1996,
Commander Leary has provided members of
the House Appropriations Committee, Sub-
committee on Defense as well as our profes-
sional and personal staffs with timely and ac-
curate support regarding Navy plans, pro-
grams and budget decisions. His valuable
contributions have enabled the Subcommittee
and the Department of the Navy to strengthen
its close working relationship and to ensure
the most modern, well trained and well
equipped naval forces attainable for the de-
fense of our great nation.

Mr. Speaker, Mark Leary and his wife Paula
have made many sacrifices during his naval
career and as they embark once again on that
greatest adventure of a Naval Aviator’s career,
commander of a helicopter squadron, | call
upon my colleagues to wish him every suc-
cess as well as fair winds and following seas.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE AMER-
ICAN  LEGION  POST 694,

NORTHPORT ON THE OCCASION
OF 75 YEARS OF SPONSORSHIP
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA TROOP
41
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pray tribute to the American Legion Post
#694 of Northport, NY, for its continuous sup-
port for Boy Scout Troop #41. For the past 75
years the American Legion Post has spon-
sored this troop, making it the oldest sponsor-
ship in New York State. Post 694’s commit-
ment to this troop and its membership over
these many years symbolizes all that is truest
in America; patriotism, loyalty and love of
country.

All of the good deeds that men do, does in
fact live after them. So that today, we salute
the many members of the American Legion
Post 694 who began and continued the spon-
sorship up until this present date. In a society
that seeks great heroes and leaders, it is most
commendable that the American Legion Post
694 has striven mightily to maintain this troop
with honor and dignity, and to provide a posi-
tive role model.

On Sunday, May 2, 1999, when family,
friends and members of the American Legion
Post 694 and the Boy Scout Troop 41 gather
to celebrate this outstanding accomplishment,
let us all applaud this Herculean effort and
achievement.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to salute the mem-
bers of the American Legion Post 694, past
and present, in an acknowledgment of a deed
well done.

EXPOSING RACISM

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPL
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, in my continuing efforts to document and
expose racism in America, | submit the fol-

lowing articles into the CONGRESSIONAL

RECORD.

TRUTH SOUGHT IN 1910 M0OB KILLING OF BLACK
MAN

(By Todd Bensman)

The Dallas Morning News (KRT) Dallas—
The only memorial to Allen Brooks is a nov-
elty picture postcard—made from a photo-
graph and, for many years in an earlier time
popularly mailed from Dallas.

In the photograph, snapped 89 years ago, a
vast Dallas mob of 10,000, many of them chil-
dren, stand shoulder to shoulder around
Brooks, a black man.

He was lynched from a telephone pole in
downtown Dallas. The execution is ‘‘one of
the great tragedies ever to occur in Dallas,”
said local journalist and historian Darwin
Payne. All that remains in the city’s mem-
ory is an original postcard at the Dallas Pub-
lic Library and a few old newspaper clip-
pings.
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