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Whereas, the ICBEMP draft documents fail
to adequately and truthfully define and dis-
close the economic, environmental, and so-
cial conditions of Montana’s communities
and local government units and the future
effects on these entities of implementation
of the proposed ecosystem management
practices; and

Whereas, the ICBEMP represents a top-
down management paradigm that reduces or
eliminates effective local input to natural
resource management and environmental de-
cisionmaking; and

Whereas, the ICBEMP has become a 6-year,
over $40 million project, with no end in sight:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of Montana, That the
federal government be strongly urged to:

(1) terminate the ICBEMP and issue no
Record of Decision on the ICBEMP;

(2) forward the accurate ecosystem man-
agement data developed through the
ICBEMP to relevant BLM district managers
and U.S. Forest Service forest supervisors;

(3) ensure that all public comments on the
ICBEMP be incorporated into the public
record for the ICBEMP;

(4) forward to district managers and super-
visors the public comments provided on the
ICBEMP for the managers’ and supervisors’
consideration related to updates to the land
and resource management plans required by
federal law; and

(5) coordinate plan revisions between ad-
joining management units to provide con-
sistency and connectivity and to consider cu-
mulative impacts in dealing with broad-scale
issues that affect multiple jurisdictions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that federal
natural resource planning and environ-
mental management feature site-specific
management decisions made by local deci-
sionmakers, local citizenry, and parties di-
rectly and personally affected by these deci-
sions for our public lands.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
federal government acknowledge that the al-
ternatives presented in the ICBEMP EIS are
inconsistent with but should be consistent
with the balanced ‘“‘Purpose of and Need for
Action” statements in the same documents,
which are:

(1) ‘“‘restore and maintain long-term eco-
system health and ecological integrity” (i.e.,
restore and maintain a healthy forest); and

(2) ‘“‘support economic and/or social needs
of people, cultures, and communities, and
provide sustainable and predictable levels of
products and services from our public lands
administered by the Forest Service or BLM
.. .7 be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
sent by the Secretary of State to the Presi-
dent of the United States, the Vice President
of the United States, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Secretary of the Interior, the
presiding officers of the Appropriations Com-
mittees of the U.S. Senate and U.S. House,
the Montana Congressional Delegation, the
Chief of the Forest Service, and the Director
of the Bureau of Land Management.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. ROBB:

S. 948. A bill to amend chapter 83 and 84 of

title 5, United States Code, to provide for the
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equitable waiver of certain limitations on
the election of survivor reductions of Fed-
eral annuities, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr. FI1Tz-
GERALD, and Mr. FEINGOLD):

S. 949. A Dbill to clarify and enhance the au-
thorities of the Chief Information Officer of
the Department of Agriculture; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 950. A bill to award grants for school
construction; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. FRIST, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. SNOWE):

S. 951. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a permanent
tax incentive for research and development,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. SPECTER:

S. 952, A bill to expand an antitrust exemp-
tion applicable to professional sports leagues
and to require, as a condition of such an ex-
emption, participation by professional foot-
ball and major league baseball sports leagues
in the financing of certain stadium construc-
tion activities, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE):

S. 953. A bill to direct the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to convey certain land in the State
of South Dakota to the Terry Peak Ski Area;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire:

S. 954. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to protect citizens’ rights under
the Second Amendment to obtain firearms
for legal use, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr.
ROBB, and Mr. MCCONNELL):

S. 955. A bill to allow the National Park
Service to acquire certain land for addition
to the Wilderness Battlefield in Virginia, as
previously authorized by law, by purchase or
exchange as well as by donation; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. HAR-
KIN, and Mr. FRIST):

S. 956. A bill to establish programs regard-
ing early detection, diagnosis, and interven-
tions for newborns and infants with hearing
loss; to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. KOHL:

S. 957. A bill to amend chapter 111 of title
28, United States Code, relating to protective
orders, sealing of cases, disclosures of dis-
covery information in civil actions, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. BENNETT:

S. 958. A bill to amend certain banking and
securities laws with respect to financial con-
tracts; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr.
FITZGERALD):

S. Res. 93. A resolution to recognize Lin-

coln Park High School for its educational ex-
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cellence, congratulating the faculty and
staff of Lincoln Park High School for their
efforts, and encouraging the faculty, staff,
and students of Lincoln Park High School to
continue their good work into the next mil-
lennium; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BYRD (for himself and Mr.

GRAMM):

S. Res. 94. A resolution commending the ef-
forts of the Reverend Jesse Jackson to se-
cure the release of the soldiers held by the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

By Mr. THURMOND:

S. Res. 95. A resolution designating August
16, 1999, as ‘‘National Airborne Day’’; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr.
FITZGERALD, and Mr. FEIN-
GOLD):

S. 949. A bill to clarify and enhance
the authorities of the Chief Informa-
tion Officer of the Department of Agri-
culture; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

THE USDA INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY REFORM
AND YEAR-2000 COMPLIANCE ACT OF 1999

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today I
rise to introduce the USDA Informa-
tion Technology Reform and Year-2000
Compliance Act of 1999. This legisla-
tion aims to centralize all year 2000
computer conversion and other infor-
mation technology acquisition and
management activities within the Of-
fice of the Chief Information Office of
the Department of Agriculture. Cen-
tralization is the most efficient way to
manage the complex and important
task of ensuring that all critical com-
puter functions at the department are
operational on January 1, 2000. It is
also a wiser and more cost-effective
way to construct an information tech-
nology infrastructure to enable
USDA’s hundreds of computer systems
to interoperate, which unfortunately
they cannot now do.

The Department of Agriculture is
charged with enormous responsibilities
and its year 2000 readiness is crucial. It
has a diverse portfolio of over 200 Fed-
eral programs throughout the Nation
and the world. The department delivers
about $80 billion in programs. It is the
fourth largest Federal agency, with 31
agencies and offices. The department is
responsible for the safety of our food
supply, nutrition programs that serve
the poor, young and old, and the pro-
tection of our natural resources. Since
more than 40 percent of the non-tax
debt owed to the Federal Government
is owed to USDA, the department has a
responsibility to ensure the financial
soundness of taxpayers’ investments.

Responsibility for keeping the mis-
sion-critical information technology
functioning should clearly rest with
the Chief Information Officer. The de-
centralized approach to the year 2000
issue at USDA led to a lack of focus on
departmental priorities. Each agency
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