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to find a diplomatic solution to the 
Balkans crisis because, in my mind, 
peace is an exit strategy everyone can 
understand. 

f 

PASS EMERGENCY SUPPLE-
MENTAL AND HELP DESPERATE, 
DESERVING FARMERS 

(Mr. BERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, how many 
times do we have to come to the floor 
asking for help on behalf of the Amer-
ican farmer? How many more farmers 
have to go bankrupt before we pass the 
emergency supplemental? When is the 
Speaker going to stop holding Amer-
ica’s farmers hostage and stop playing 
politics? 

This could have been done months 
ago. The time to act is now. It is the 
right thing to do. America’s farmers 
deserve to be treated better than this. 
Let us pass the emergency supple-
mental. 

f 

H.R. 1503, CAPITAL GAINS 
EXPANSION FOR FARMERS 

(Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska. Mr. 
Speaker, a week ago I introduced a bill 
to correct a flaw in the Tax Code. H.R. 
1503 would allow family farmers to 
take advantage of the $500,000 capital 
gains tax break that many other Amer-
icans can take when they sell their 
homes. This bill expands the $500,000 
capital gains tax exclusion for prin-
cipal residences to cover the entire 
farm. 

Most family farmers are unable to 
take advantage of the capital gains tax 
break because they do not spend extra 
money investing in their principal resi-
dence, they spend it investing in their 
whole farm. As a result, the capital 
gains exclusion is of little help to 
farmers selling their land. It simply 
makes sense. Farmers should enjoy the 
same capital gains exclusion as other 
Americans. 

Agriculture producers are faced with 
many challenges these days, and we 
need to look at a variety of issues to 
improve the situation in rural Amer-
ica. I believe this bill begins to correct 
one that we can control, an inequity in 
the Tax Code. 

I ask my colleagues to join me along 
with the gentleman from North Dakota 
(Mr. POMEROY) in supporting H.R. 1503. 

f 

URGENT NEED FOR SUPPLE-
MENTAL AGRICULTURE FUNDING 

(Mrs. CLAYTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, since 
the Congress began in January, all 
have acknowledged the need to enact 
emergency legislation to assist our 
small farmers and ranchers. 

The emergency supplemental appro-
priation for farm loans was the result 
of unprecedented demand for agricul-
tural credit due to the persistent low 
commodity prices across our Nation. 

The Department of Agriculture’s 
Farm Service Agency, FSA, needs an 
additional $152 million in fiscal year 
1999 to provide credit and to deliver 
much-needed services to farmers and 
ranchers because of the low prices and 
bad weather. 

The conferees have yet to resolve the 
differences in the emergency agri-
culture supplemental so this des-
perately needed legislation can be 
brought to the floor of the House for 
passage of the conference report. 

My colleagues, we truly, truly have 
an emergency. We must act now. The 
situation is urgent. Let us pass the 
emergency supplemental so our farm-
ers of America can continue to provide 
the food and fiber we desperately need. 

f 

PRESIDENT HAS CREATED 
NATIONAL SECURITY EMERGENCY 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I call 
my colleagues’ attention to this graph 
I have here. It shows that the President 
has neglected the defense budget for 
the past 6 years, while stretching our 
troops around the world. There has 
been laxity, inattention, and actual 
negligence in guarding our most valu-
able nuclear secrets. 

I believe the President has created a 
national security emergency. There 
have been truly massive cuts in the de-
fense budget in the area of weapons 
procurement, all this while using 
American troops in the role of social 
workers on humanitarian missions 
around the world. It is a recipe de-
signed to leave our proud military in a 
state of emergency, unable to match 
resources with demands. 

American servicemen deserve better. 
Those who serve our Nation should not 
be put in harm’s way when our na-
tional security interests are not at 
stake, and they should be provided 
with the resources necessary to carry 
out our mission in a dangerous world. 

The war in Kosovo has exposed for all 
the world to see our national security 
emergency. 

f 

b 1415 

WEAPONS OF WAR ON OUR 
STREETS AND IN OUR SCHOOLS 
(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, in the 
wake of the Littleton, Colorado, trag-
edy yesterday, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HENRY WAXMAN) and I 
sat at a hearing on the GAO report on 
the 50-caliber, state-of-the-art military 
rifle that is of Persian Gulf vintage. 

The problem is that this armor-pierc-
ing sniper rifle, meant to bring down 
tanks and jeeps, has now infiltrated 
the States. GAO investigators went un-
dercover in the National Capital area 
region and found dealers willing to sell 
the rifle even when the agent said he 
was interested in taking down a heli-
copter and in piercing a limousine. 

All that is needed is an 18-year-old ID 
and no felony conviction. In contrast, 
you have to be 21 to get a handgun. 
Amazingly, there is no regulation of 
secondhand assault weapons. 

Some of the weapons used at Col-
umbine High School were bought at a 
gun show. Let us fill this loophole and 
keep the weapons of war off our streets 
and out of our schools. 

f 

WIC 

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants 
and Children, better known as WIC, a 
program that has been providing short- 
term, low-cost preventive health serv-
ices to young families who are at risk 
due to low income or nutritionally-re-
lated health conditions for 25 years. 

Studies have shown that pregnant 
women who participate in WIC have 
longer pregnancies leading to fewer 
premature births, have fewer low-birth- 
weight babies, experience few infant 
deaths, and seek prenatal care earlier 
in their pregnancy. 

And when I say it is cost effective, 
let me point out some real numbers to 
my colleagues. It costs $22,000 a pound 
to raise a low or very low-birth-weight 
baby to normal weight, costs that are 
often covered by Medicaid. It costs 
only $40 per pound to provide WIC pre-
natal benefits. These figures show that 
WIC is making a real difference. 

I want to thank those who have made 
the program a success and wish WIC a 
happy 25th birthday. 

f 

TAX REFORM 

(Mr. DEMINT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, I recently 
received a letter from Tori Smith, a 
senior at Dorman High School in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. She 
wrote: 
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