
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE8332 May 4, 1999 
I remember being told that on the plane re-

turning from my father’s funeral in Louisville, 
Congressman Pickle led the plane’s pas-
sengers in singing some old-time hymns. 

In fact Congressman Pickle was famous 
within the Congress for the stories he used to 
tell about the hymns sung at the Thursday 
morning House prayer breakfasts. Some peo-
ple wondered if the stories were totally accu-
rate or were, at least in part, made up by Con-
gressman Pickle as he went along. 

At any rate, Congressman Jake Pickle was 
a great and dedicated Member of the House. 
His love for others and for this institution 
shown through in everything he did. 

I join my colleagues in supporting this bill, a 
very fitting tribute to a very kind man and 
great American, Congressman Jake Pickle. 

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
other speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DUNCAN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. FRANKS) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 118. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

JOSÉ V. TOLEDO UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE AND COURTHOUSE 
Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 560) to designate 
the Federal building located at 300 
Recinto Sur Street in Old San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, as the ‘‘José V. Toledo 
United States Post Office and Court-
house,’’ as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 560 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The Federal building and United States 
courthouse located at the intersection of 
Comercio and San Justo Streets, in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, shall be known and des-
ignated as the ‘‘José V. Toledo Federal 
Building and United States Courthouse’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the Federal building and 
United States courthouse referred to in sec-
tion 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to 
the ‘‘José V. Toledo Federal Building and 
United States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. FRANKS) and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. SHOWS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. FRANKS). 

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 560, as amended, 
designates the Federal Building and 
United States Courthouse in Old San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, as the ‘‘José V. To-
ledo Federal Building and United 
States Courthouse.’’ 

José Toledo was born in Arecibo, 
Puerto Rico. He received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University of 
Florida and a Juris Doctor in law from 
the University of Puerto Rico Law 
School. Judge Toledo served on the 
Federal bench in the United States Dis-
trict Court, District of Puerto Rico, 
from December 1, 1970 until February 
1980, when he died in office at the age 
of 49. At the time of his death, Judge 
Toledo was the chief judge for the 
Puerto Rico District. 

Prior to his appointment to the Fed-
eral bench, Judge Toledo served as an 
Assistant United States Attorney, as a 
lawyer in local government in Puerto 
Rico, as a partner in private law prac-
tice, and served in the United States 
Army as a member of the Judge Advo-
cate Corps. This legislation is a fitting 
tribute to honor the career and judicial 
contributions of the late Judge José V. 
Toledo. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and 
I encourage my colleagues to support it 
as well. 

Mr. Speaker I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 560 is a bill to 
name the Federal facility in Old San 
Juan as the ‘‘José V. Toledo United 
States Post Office and Courthouse.’’ 
The gentleman from Puerto Rico (Mr. 
ROMERO-BARCELÓ) introduced this bill 
in February of 1999 and is to be com-
mended for his diligence in ensuring its 
passage. 

Judge Toledo served the District of 
Puerto Rico with great distinction 
from 1970 to February 1980, when he 
died an untimely death at the age of 49 
years. 

Integrity, loyalty, patience, fairness, 
keen intellect and perseverance are 
words used by Judge Toledo’s friends 
and colleagues to describe him. Judge 
Toledo was born in Puerto Rico in 1931. 
He received his Bachelor’s Degree from 
the University of Florida and his law 
degree from the University of Puerto 
Rico Law School. 

In addition to private practice, Judge 
Toledo served as an Assistant United 
States Attorney and in the local gov-
ernment of Puerto Rico. Judge Toledo 
also served in the U.S. Army as a mem-
ber of the Judge Advocate Corps. 

The building in old San Juan to bear 
Judge Toledo’s name is an imposing 
structure, signifying solidarity and 
safety, and has guarded the entrance to 
Old San Juan for more than 300 years. 
It is fitting and proper this building 
then bear the name of Judge José V. 
Toledo, and I am proud and pleased to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Puerto Rico (Mr. RO-
MERO-BARCELÓ), the sponsor of H.R. 560. 

Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to thank the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. FRANKS), and the 
ranking member, the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. WISE), as well as the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SHUSTER) and the ranking member, the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBER-
STAR) for pushing this bill through the 
committee and getting it on the floor 
for consideration today, and I would 
like to commend the clerk for his ex-
cellent Spanish accent. Very few peo-
ple here pronounce those words the 
same. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of the 
outstanding service of the late Judge 
José V. Toledo, today I am asking all 
of my colleagues to support this bill to 
designate the United States Post Office 
and the Courthouse in Old San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, as the ‘‘José V. Toledo 
United States Post Office and Court-
house.’’ Judge Toledo served on the 
United States District Court for the 
District of Puerto Rico from December 
of 1970 to February 1980, when he died 
at the early age of 49. He rose to the 
position of Chief Judge of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court, and he served with great 
distinction in that capacity until the 
moment of his untimely death. 

Pepe Toledo, as he was known to his 
family and friends, was regarded as a 
man of paramount integrity and a 
loyal public servant. He was born on 
August 14, 1931, in Arecibo, Puerto 
Rico, and he received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University of 
Florida in 1952. In 1956, he received his 
Juris Doctor from the University of 
Puerto Rico Law School, where I had 
the good fortune and the privilege of 
studying and graduating with him. 
During our law school years we became 
very close friends and studied together 
for our bar exams, and that close 
friendship lasted until his premature 
death. 

Prior to his appointment to the Fed-
eral bench, Judge Toledo served as the 
Assistant United States Attorney. He 
was a partner in several law firms, one 
of which he and I and another fellow 
started, and an attorney within the 
local government of Puerto Rico. He 
also served in the U.S. Army as a mem-
ber of the Judge Advocate General 
Corps. Judge Toledo was also a distin-
guished leader of the Exchange Clubs of 
Puerto Rico. He demonstrated his 
value to the organization through his 
involvement and commitment at both 
the local and the national levels. 

As expressed by the Chief Judge of 
the U.S. District Court in Puerto Rico, 
the Honorable Carmen Consuelo 
Cerezo, on behalf of the judges of the 
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Federal Court of Puerto Rico, Judge 
José V. Toledo earned the respect of 
the public, the bar and the bench for 
his patience, impartiality, fairness and 
decorum in the adjudication of the con-
troversies brought before him. Judge 
Toledo set high standards for himself, 
yet he had a refreshing humility and 
capacity to understand the problems of 
others. His hallmarks were learning 
and wisdom, tempered by a tremendous 
feeling for people. 

The U.S. Post Office and Courthouse 
in Old San Juan, built in 1914, stands 
above the foundations of the ancient 
city wall that has guarded the harbor 
entrance to the city for more than 300 
years. As a matter of fact, San Juan is 
the oldest city under the American 
flag. 

Built only 15 years after Puerto Rico 
became a U.S. territory, it is listed in 
the National Register with the U.S. De-
partment of Interior’s National Park 
Service. The site represents the eclec-
ticism of American architecture of the 
late 19th and early 20th century as it 
integrates American-Spanish Revival 
architecture, Sullivanesque and Beaux 
Arts Neoclassical Revival styles. It has 
a 6-story annex which was built in 1940. 
It also demonstrates influences from 
the Vienna School and the Avant 
Garde movement. The Correo, as it has 
been known to generations of Puerto 
Ricans, is an imposing and beautiful 
structure which has stood magnifi-
cently within the old city walls as a 
symbol of greatness in times past with 
the importance of the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice in Puerto Rico. 

It is fitting that this structure so 
dear to us should carry the name of 
Judge José V. Toledo. The judges of the 
United States District Court, District 
of Puerto Rico, voted unanimously to 
recommend the naming of the Federal 
Courthouse in Old San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, in honor of José V. Toledo, re-
ferred to the late judge as a learned ju-
rist, outstanding citizen and an excel-
lent human being. 

Mr. Speaker, I am immensely proud 
to honor his memory and with this bill 
to designate the U.S. Post Office and 
Courthouse in Old San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, as the ‘‘José V. Toledo United 
States Post Office and Courthouse.’’ 

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
FRANKS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 560, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof), 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to designate the Federal build-

ing and United States courthouse lo-
cated at the intersection of Comercio 
and San Justo Streets, in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, as the ‘José V. Toledo 
Federal Building and United States 
Courthouse’.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GARZA-VELA UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 686) to designate 
a United States courthouse in Browns-
ville, Texas, as the ‘‘Garza-Vela United 
States Courthouse’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 686 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse located at 
the corner of Seventh Street and East Jack-
son Street in Brownsville, Texas, shall be 
designated and known as the ‘‘Garza-Vela 
United States Courthouse’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the ‘‘Garza-Vela United 
States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. FRANKS) and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. SHOWS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. FRANKS). 

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 686 designates the 
United States Courthouse in Browns-
ville, Texas, as the Garza-Vela United 
States Courthouse. 

Reynaldo Garza and Filemon Vela 
are two distinguished judges who sit on 
the Federal bench in Brownsville, 
Texas. 

Judge Garza began his distinguished 
career in public service with the Air 
Force during World War II. Upon his 
return from the war, Judge Garza re-
turned to private practice until 1961, 
when President Kennedy appointed him 
to the United States District Court for 
the Southern District of Texas. 

In 1974 he became the Chief Judge for 
the Southern District, until he was ap-
pointed by President Carter to the 
United States Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit. In April of 1997 Chief Jus-
tice William H. Rehnquist appointed 
him Chief Judge of the Temporary 
Emergency Court of Appeals of the 
United States. 

Judge Vela, whose career in public 
service is equally distinguished, served 
in the United States Army, was the 
Commissioner for the city of Browns-

ville, and Judge on the 107th Judicial 
District, Cameron-Willacy County, 
Texas. 

Judge Vela was a member of the Ju-
dicial Conference Committee on the 
Administration of the Magistrate 
Judges System until 1991, a member of 
the Judges Advisory Committee to the 
United States Sentencing Commission, 
and active in a number of local and 
State associations associated with 
civic and community activities. 

This is a fitting way to honor two 
great judges who have dedicated their 
lives to serving their community and 
their country. I encourage my col-
leagues to support the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I join with the gen-
tleman from Brownsville, Texas (Mr. 
ORTIZ) in supporting H.R. 686, a bill to 
name the courthouse in Brownsville, 
Texas, as the Garza-Vela United States 
Courthouse. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill honors the life 
and works of two extraordinary Mexi-
can-Americans. Judge Reynaldo Garza 
was born in Brownsville in 1915. He 
graduated from Brownsville Elemen-
tary School as well as Brownsville 
High School. After graduating from 
Brownsville Junior College, he at-
tended the University of Texas, where 
he received a combined degree of Bach-
elor of Arts and Bachelor of Law. 

Judge Garza served his country dur-
ing World War II in the Air Force. 
After the war he returned to Browns-
ville to practice law. In 1961 President 
Kennedy appointed Judge Garza to the 
District Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas. President Carter ap-
pointed him to the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit in 1979. 

In addition to his judicial duties, 
Judge Garza has long been interested 
in educational issues. He served former 
Governors John Connelly and Governor 
Mark White on commissions to im-
prove the quality of education in 
Texas. Judge Garza recognized the im-
portance of education in judicial pro-
ceedings and his concern for the 
uneducated man at the mercy of the 
unscrupulous people. 

Judge Garza is very active in his 
church, and has served the Knights of 
Columbus in the Brownsville area for 
many years. Pope Pious XII twice deco-
rated Judge Garza for his work on be-
half of Catholic Charities. In 1989, 
Judge Garza was honored by the Uni-
versity of Texas with the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award. 

His record of public service includes 
work with the Rotary Club, the Latin 
American Relations Committee of 
Brownsville, trustees at his law school, 
the Advisory Council for the Boy 
Scouts, and he was elected as City 
Commissioner of the city of Browns-
ville. 
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