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workforces and to require a priority for local
workers for new hires. The bill contains
modifications to the Workforce Investment
Act to ensure the availability of skilled local
workers for the construction.

————

REGARDING THE STATE OF
AMERICAN AGRICULTURE

HON. DAVID D. PHELPS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 1999

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, let me begin by
thanking my colleague Mr. BERRY for gath-
ering us here to talk about the state of agri-
culture and the dire need for quick action on
the Supplemental Appropriations measure.
There is perhaps no more timely or pressing
issue facing our nation’s farmers and the leg-
islators who represent them in Washington,
and | am grateful to have the opportunity to
participate in this discussion.

The importance of agriculture to the families
and economy of lllinois’ 19th District cannot be
overstated, and | am proud to serve on the
Agriculture Committee, where | look forward to
helping to shape our nation’s agriculture pol-
icy. Every one of the communities | represent
is deeply impacted when agriculture experi-
ences tough times, and these are some of the
toughest in recent memory.

The pork industry is still reeling from a cri-
sis, and prices are low for other commodities
that are critical to my district, such as corn
and soybeans. The Natural Resource Con-
servation Service in lllinois and many other
states is facing a major budget shortfall that
will likely necessitate office closures or fur-
loughs and has already resulted in the sus-
pension of CRP technical assistance services
that countless farmers depend upon. Farmers
are experiencing undue delays in receiving
disaster assistance and other USDA pay-
ments, and Farm Service Agency offices
throughout the country are understaffed and
overworked.

| urge my colleagues to recognize the ur-
gency of this situation and hope we can work
together to find both short- and long-term solu-
tions to the problems that plague our agri-
culture community. It seems clear to me, in
fact, that one short-term solution has already
been found, in the form of a supplemental ap-
propriations bill that includes $152 million for
USDA. This money will allow the Department
to increase loan capacity by more than $1 bil-
lion at a time when conditions in the agri-
culture economy have increased demand for
USDA’s farm loan programs by 400%. The
funding will also provide desperately-needed
temporary staffing assistance for FSA offices.

Unfortunately, it has been two months since
the President submitted his supplemental
spending request, and over a month since
both houses passed their bills. Farmers are al-
ready in the fields planting crops and USDA is
receiving 150 applications for loan assistance
every day. Meanwhile, conferees have only
this week been appointed to begin crafting a
final supplemental measure, and there is no
indication that this risk is being undertaken
with the urgency it requires. We simply must
pass this legislation now. America’s farmers
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are counting on their representatives in Con-
gress. We cannot let them down during this
time of crisis.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | want to thank Mr.
BERRY for demonstrating his commitment to
American agriculture and urging us to speak
out on this important issue.

THE SMART IDEA ACT OF 1999
HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 1999

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce legislation that makes the point that Con-
gress doesn’t need to pit the needs of dis-
abled children against the needs of non-dis-
abled children in meeting our commitments
with IDEA—the individuals with Disabilities
Education Act. There are other alternatives
available. As is often the case, Mr. Speaker,
this Republican-controlled House lacks imagi-
nation when confronting important issues.

It is ironic that on National Teacher's Day
we are pitting disabled children against their
non-disabled classmates. Instead of depriving
our schools of important funds from other fed-
eral education programs, as the Republicans
suggest, | propose that we use an existing
federal program to meet the obligations of
IDEA. | think the Medicaid program is ideal for
this approach.

The concept of my legislation is simple:
after any school district has spent $3,500 on
a student who is eligible for IDEA funds, the
school district can receive full federal funding
from the Medicaid program for additional re-
quired services mandated under IDEA.

The idea behind IDEA was that children
who are disabled must receive the assistance
they need to achieve their academic potential.
That's the right thing for those children and
their families. It's also the right thing for Amer-
ica—so that every individual has the maximum
chance to be a contributor.

But who pays has been a problem for many
years. Especially problematic for cash-
strapped schools are situations where extraor-
dinary expenses are required for a severely
disabled child. These expenses can “bust the
budget” and pit the parents of disabled chil-
dren against the parents of non-disabled chil-
dren. Because of the high costs of providing
special assistance to the disabled, it is be-
lieved that some school districts tend to over-
look findings that assistance is needed. That
is counter-productive to the goal of helping
disabled children succeed in school. But it’s
hard to blame the schools. The necessary
funding has never been provided by the state
or federal governments for this great IDEA.

The use of Medicaid to fund IDEA solves
most of these problems. Since the Federal
government funds 50% of Medicaid, shifting
extraordinary expenses to the Medicaid pro-
gram would ensure that the Federal govern-
ment does its part. Because the rest of Med-
icaid funding comes from the states, the use
of Medicaid also would ensure that states do
their fair share and don’t shirk their obligations
to local schools. Adoption of this proposal
would remove the disincentive now in place
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for schools to avoid providing help to disabled
children. Additionally, it would remove the ani-
mosity that can develop between the parents
of disabled and non-disabled children for
scarce resources.

| think this change makes a lot of sense and
hope that a bipartisan majority can put solu-
tions ahead of politics and pursue this plan.
Let's not allow a lack of imagination and com-
passion to short-change all our kids and
schools.

————

A TRIBUTE TO THE CITY OF
LATON

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 1999

Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the community of
Laton on celebrating their 100 year anniver-
sary.

In 1902, Lewelyn A. Nares and Charles A.
Laton acquired land near Kingsburg known as
“The Laguna De Tache”. Nares and Laton
transferred title of their holdings to “Laguna
Lands Limited” and Charles A. Laton soon
disappeared from the local scene. Years later,
a man named T.J. Saunders, an lowa native,
brought a group of businessmen to the area
forming the nucleus for the city of Laton.

Laton has a rich history of community serv-
ice. That tradition is exemplified by the strong
ongoing commitment of the Volunteer Fire De-
partment, the Lyon’s Club, and other local or-
ganizations. In addition to providing a range of
public services, each year the Laton commu-
nity comes together for the Building Our
Neighborhoods Drug Free (BOND) festival,
which brings families together to celebrate
Laton’s drug-free environment. Community
programs, including the BOND festival have
made Laton one of the Central Valley’s best
places to raise a family.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the city of Laton in cele-
brating their 100th year as a successful and
prosperous community.

————

HONORING THE JACK C. HAYS
HIGH SCHOOL REBEL BAND

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 1999

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, the Jack C. Hays
High School Rebel Band of Austin, Texas, re-
cently earned the distinct honor of being se-
lected for the 1999 Sudley “Flag of Honor”
award from the John Philip Sousa Foundation.
This award is the highest recognition of excel-
lence in concert performance that a high
school band can receive. During the 17 years
the award has been in existence, only 39
bands from the entire United States and Can-
ada have been selected for the Flag of Honor.
Conductor Gerald Babbitt and his Rebel band
deserve our praise and recognition on the oc-
casion of receiving this prestigious award.
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The John Philip Sousa Foundation designed
this award to identify and recognize high
school concert band programs of very special
excellence at the international level. To be eli-
gible for nomination, a band must have main-
tained excellence over a period of many years
in several areas including concert, marching,
small ensemble and soloists. The director
must have been the conductor of the band for
at least the previous seven consecutive years
including the year of the award.

Each recipient receives a four-by-six foot
“Flag of Honor” which becomes the property
of the band, The flag is designed in red, white
and blue and bears the logo of the John Philip
Sousa Foundation. The conductor receives a
personal plaque and each student in the band
receives a personalized diploma.

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honor to have
such an outstanding high school band in the
14th Congressional District. | am delighted to
extend my hearty congratulations to them.
Their hard work and dedication is an inspira-
tion to us all.

REPORT FROM WHITLEY COUNTY
HON. DAVID M. McINTOSH

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 1999

Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
give my “Report from Indiana” where | honor
distinguished Hoosiers who are actively en-
gaged in their communities helping others.

Mr. Speaker, it has always been my strong
belief that individuals and communities can do
a better job of caring for those who need help
in our society than the federal government.
The wonderfully kind and committed Hoosiers
who | have met traveling around Indiana have
not changed my view.

Ruthie and | have met hundreds of individ-
uals who are committed to making our com-
munities a better place in which to live and
raise our children—we call them “Hoosier He-
roes”.

| recognized this genuine Hoosier Hero in
Whitley County, Indiana at a Lincoln Day din-
ner speech. She is Genny Walter-Thomson,
whose devotion to her community has been
unfailing. She has worked for decades to im-
prove the lives of the mentally ill. By working
tirelessly on behalf of the less fortunate,
Genny epitomizes a Hoosier Hero.

Genny’s special love is for children. She has
worked hard to build the new YMCA so the
youth of this community can direct their ener-
gies in a positive direction. She also serves on
the Welfare-to-Work board to help people with
the transition from dependence to dignity.

Genny’s work has given many people the
most precious gift possible, hope. She doesn’t
help people for the pay, which is zilch, she
does it for the smiles and laughter. You are a
true hero in my book, doing good works for
others with no other motive than Christian
charity.

Genny Walter-Thomson deserves the grati-
tude of the country, state, and nation, and |
thank her here today on the floor of the House
of the Representatives.
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WATER RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM BLILEY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 29, 1999

The House in Committee of the Whole
House of the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1480) to provide
for the conservation and development of
water and related resources, to authorize the
United States Army Corps of Engineers to
construct various projects for improvements
to rivers and harbors of the United States,
and for other purposes:

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Chairman, | rise today in
support of H.R. 1480, a bill to authorize the
United States Army Corps of Engineers to
construct various projects for improvements to
rivers and harbors of the United States, and
for other purposes.

Section 326 of the legislation, which ad-
dresses the modification of a project on the
West Bank of the Mississippi River for flood
control and storm damage reduction, contains
language which clarifies the application of the
Comprehensive  Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, com-
monly known as “Superfund,” to the project.
As you know, the Superfund statute is a mat-
ter within the jurisdiction of the Committee on
Commerce, and this provision falls within that
jurisdiction.

However, | have no objection to the inclu-
sion of this provision. | recently sent Chairman
SHUSTER a letter indicating that | would not
seek a sequential referral of the bill, and ask
unanimous consent that the letter appear in
the RECORD at this point.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE,
Washington, DC, April 27, 1999.

Hon. BUD SHUSTER,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, Rayburn House Office
Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR BUD: I am writing with regard to
H.R. 1480, a bill to provide for the conserva-
tion and development of water and related
resources, to authorize the United States
Army Corps of Engineers to construct var-
ious projects for improvements to rivers and
harbors of the United States, and for other
purposes. Section 326 of the legislation,
modifying the project for flood control and
storm damage reduction, West Bank of the
Mississippi River (East of Harvey Canal),
Louisiana, contains provisions within the ju-
risdiction of the Committee on Commerce.
Specifically paragraph (a)(1l) clarifies the ap-
plication of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation and Liabil-
ity Act (““CERCLA”) of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et
seq.) to the project.

Because of the importance of this legisla-
tion, I recognize your desire to bring it be-
fore the House in an expeditious manner, I
will not exercise the Committee’s right to a
sequential referral. By agreeing to waive its
congsideration of the bill, however, the Com-
merce Committee does not waive its jurisdic-
tion over H.R. 1480. In addition, the Com-
merce Committee reserves its authority to
seek conferees on any provisions of the bill
that are within its jurisdiction during any
House-Senate conference that may be con-
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vened on this legislation. I ask for your com-
mitment to support any request by the Com-
merce Committee for conferees on H.R. 1480
or similar legislation.

I request that you include this letter as
part of the Record during consideration of
the legislation on the House floor.

Thank you for your attention to these
matters. I remain,

Sincerely,
ToM BLILEY,
Chairman.

———

A TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
OLIVER OCASEK

HON. THOMAS C. SAWYER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 1999

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. Speaker, we rise to
honor Oliver Ocasek—one of Ohio’s most dis-
tinguished citizens. On May 20, Oliver Ocasek
will receive the YMCA of the USA’s Vol-
unteerism Award—the YMCA'’s highest honor.
The YMCA is honoring Ocasek for his more
than 50 years of service to youth organiza-
tions. We rise today, not only to recognize his
deserved selection for this award, but to rec-
ognize a lifetime of service to the people of
Ohio.

Sen. Ocasek’s devotion to education ex-
tends well beyond his volunteerism with the
YMCA. He co-founded the Ohio Hi-Y Youth in
Government Model Legislature program with
Governor C. William O’Neill in 1952 and su-
pervised it throughout his service on the Ohio-
West Virginia Board of the YMCA. He has
served on the greater Akron area boards of
Goodwill Industries, Shelter Care, and the Sal-
vation Army. He also has been a professional
educator in a wide variety of capacities: a
teacher, a principal, a school superintendent,
and a professor at both the University of
Akron and Kent State University. He was in-
strumental in bringing together our regional in-
stitutions of higher learning to create the
Northeastern Ohio Universities’ College of
Medicine. He capped his educational service
with three terms on Ohio’s State Board of
Education.

This breadth of service to youth is impres-
sive by itself. But alone, it does not capture
Oliver Ocasek’s contribution to the people of
Ohio. Oliver Ocasek was one of the most in-
fluential legislators in the Statehouse, where
he served in the Senate for 28 years from
1958 to 1986. In the 1970’s, he became the
first Senate President elected by his peers
due to a change in the Ohio Constitution.
Along with Republican Governor James
Rhodes and Democratic House Speaker
Vernal Riffe, Sen. Ocasek made many of the
decisions to keep state government moving
forward. He was an expert on Ohio’s complex
school funding system and used his knowl-
edge, experience, and position to benefit local
students. His enormous influence came from
his savvy and from the hard, tedious work of
studying, debating, refining, and reaching deci-
sions on difficult and often contentious state
issues.

He is astute, well-steeped in history, a gifted
orator and a man of heart-felt compassion.
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