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Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Fresno Rescue Mis-
sion on occasion of its 50th anniversary, and 
its plans for expansion. The mission has long 
served the homeless and downtrodden of 
Fresno. 

The Rescue Mission began in 1949 as a 
non-profit religious organization to be an arm 
of the churches of Fresno County. Over the 
past 50 years, the mission has been open 24- 
hours-a-day 365-days-a-year helping the des-
titute of Fresno, with three meals a day, shel-
ter, clothing, bedding, appliances and fur-
niture, all free of charge. 

Though it began as a ‘‘men only’’ organiza-
tion, over the years, the mission has pro-
gressed to helping families who are in need of 
emergency shelter. The mission works with 
the Fresno County Department of Human So-
cial Services in ‘‘Rescue the Children/ 
Craycroft Youth’’ a collaborative effort to serv-
ice, abused, neglected and abandoned chil-
dren. 

There is also a year-long live-in recovery 
program for men with various dependency 
problems. After completion of the program, a 
transition home provides housing, and employ-
ment as staff members of the mission. At the 
home, men are encouraged to save their 
money so they can be reunited with their fami-
lies, or be able to afford their own housing. 

Most important to the mission is its primary 
purpose, to provide love, and bring the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to those who have nothing left 
in this world. In front of the mission building 
hangs a sign which reads, ‘‘If you don’t have 
a friend in the world, you will find one here.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the 
Fresno Rescue Mission on the occasion of its 
50th anniversary. The services provided are a 
boon to the community, and a blessing to 
those in most need. I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the Fresno Res-
cue Mission many years of continued success. 
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TRIBUTE TO JERRY ZREMSKI 

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the achievements of one of Capitol 
Hill’s most hard-working and talented report-
ers. 

As a member of the Washington Bureau of 
The Buffalo News, Jerry Zremski’s Wash-
ington dispatches are an important and invalu-
able source of information for my constituents 
on the activities of this Congress. 

Jerry was recently named a Nieman Fellow 
at Harvard University, a prestigious honor af-
forded to only 12 journalists throughout the 
United States of America. Jerry will begin his 

fellowship at Harvard in the fall, at the world’s 
oldest mid-career fellowship program for jour-
nalists. 

A graduate of Syracuse University, where 
he earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism, 
and American University, where he received 
his Master’s Degree in Political Science, Jerry 
Zremski has distinguished himself in his pro-
fession, and I ask that this House of Rep-
resentatives join me in honoring Jerry’s 
achievement in earning the Nieman Fellowship 
at Harvard University. 
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HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
CARMEL CASABONA AFTER 20 
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, tonight we cel-
ebrate Carmel Casabona, who retired from 
Area Cooperative Educational Services 
(ACES) on January 22, 1999 after 20 years of 
dedicated service. As a committed vocational 
education teacher with ACES’ Secondary Pro-
gram and later as a Job Coach with the AC-
CESS program, she has worked tirelessly to 
assist adult clients with disabilities, and en-
gage them in their community. It is with tre-
mendous pleasure that I rise today to salute 
this incredible woman, who has been a dear 
friend to me and has contributed so much to 
the Greater New Haven area. 

For more than two decades, ACES has 
been a crucial source of support and assist-
ance for people with a range of disabilities. 
Many individuals have benefitted from the nur-
turing, caring environment, and innovative ap-
proach that ACES offers. From employment 
opportunities to residential skills, this institution 
is an invaluable resource for the disabled. 
Carmel certainly reflects these goals. 

Carm’s long career with ACES is character-
ized by a lifetime of dedication to her adult cli-
ents. Although supervising 28–30 clients, 
Carm carefully assessed each person’s abili-
ties, and chose the appropriate work experi-
ence. By focusing on each individual’s specific 
needs, she has helped her clients reach their 
full potential, while providing positive reinforce-
ment. She also offered each participant in-
creased independence, encouragement and 
dignity. 

Aside from her daily work responsibilities, 
Carm offered her personal time in organizing 
the annual Christmas party for her program 
participants, their families and friends. This 
event was eagerly anticipated every year as a 
time to come together to enjoy the holidays. 
When called upon by Carm to assist with party 
plans, volunteers could not refuse. Carm, 
through her volunteer crew, prepared all the 
food, provided music and hung decorations, all 
of which were done with tremendous energy 
and care. 

On a personal level, I have witnessed 
Carm’s interaction with her clients. It is easy to 
notice her genuine affection for them, as well 
as their fondness for her. She always ap-
proached her work with a compassionate 
heart, a cheerful smile, and a wonderful sense 

of humor. She will be sorely missed by clients 
and colleagues alike. 

Because of this level of dedication, it is with 
great pleasure that I commend Carmel 
Casabona for 20 years of hard work and pub-
lic service. I join with her daughter Tracy, her 
three grandaughters, family members, and 
friends in thanking her for caring so much for 
her clients, and in wishing her a very enjoy-
able retirement. 
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IN HONOR OF BARBARA KIRIE 
STEWART 

HON. HENRY J. HYDE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, education is in cri-
sis today in America. That is why I think it is 
important to recognize an outstanding teacher. 
I rise today to recognize Barbara Kirie Stew-
art, daughter of a colleague and friend of 
mine, James C. Kirie. Mrs. Stewart teaches at 
Brentwood Academy in Tennessee where an 
endowed chair for history has recently been 
established in her name. This honor could not 
have been bestowed on a more deserving or 
dedicated woman, one who truly understands 
the joy of giving—to her students, her friends 
and family, and to future generations. 

The endowment chair lets the rest of the 
world know how integral Barbara is to Brent-
wood Academy. Mrs. Barbara Stewart came to 
Brentwood Academy in the fall of 1972, in 
time to see the first class graduate the fol-
lowing spring. She brought with her a B.A. de-
gree from Lindenwood College and the gift of 
making history come alive through her effec-
tive classroom teaching style. 

Barbara’s work with the Youth in Govern-
ment program and as the founding sponsor of 
the R.O. Beauchamp chapter of the National 
Honor Society are just some of the many com-
munity enrichment activities with which she 
has involved herself. Barbara’s devotion to 
students and education has taken her through 
25 years as the History Department Chair at 
Brentwood Academy. Along the way, she also 
earned an M.A.T. from Vanderbilt. Those who 
have known Barbara in the classroom have 
discovered qualities that cannot be captured: 
an enthusiasm that stamps her presence into 
their memories forever. 

Mrs. Barbara Stewart’s former students say 
it best: 

I became a teacher because of your inspira-
tion. Thank you for all you did for me as a 
student and all you have inspired me to do as 
a teacher. 

I can still hear your voice and recall the 
enjoyment of learning history from you. 

You taught me to always ask why, not just 
who and when. That has made all the dif-
ference. 

Yours is the one class from my high school 
days that continues to capture my imagina-
tion and still sends me to the bookshelves 
scrambling for more information. 

No teacher in high school or college taught 
me as much as you. No teacher taught me 
how to learn as well as you. And no teacher 
was ever as hard as you either! 

Every once in a while there is a teacher 
who, with contagious enthusiasm, is able to 
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